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“THE PRESA CANARIO DOG, its true origin”  of which I am the author was published in 
1991. The first edition, consisting in 2000 copies, sold out straight away. I am frequently asked 
why I don’t publish another book. Another book? And I ask myself why. I believe it to be a be-
tter idea to give readers the opportunity to read the one published in 1991. There is littlemore 
to add about the genesis (true) of the Presa Canaria dog. Given that there now appears to be 
a stronger interest coming from abroad for this type of dog, I have thought that it would be 
convenient to give the book in two versions, Spanish and English, via the web. The Spanish ver-
sion for all those enthusiasts who speak Spanish, and the English version for all those English 
speaking enthusiasts, or who are able to read in English.   

Manuel Curtó Gracia. Tenerife,10 of January 2000. 
Spanish reedition, 25 February 2014 (Manuel Curtó Jr.) 
Traduction: Jacqueline Johnson
English reedition, 14 September 2017 (Manuel Curtó Jr.) 

Copyright © - Manuel Curtó Gracia 
Legal registry deposit: TF 2100/91  
www.iremacurto.com
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PRESENTATION  

    To talk about the work carried out with the Presa Canario dog by Manuel Curtó, isn´t easy. 
His research, breeding, selection and recovery of this old canine breed has been a priority the 
life of this gentleman from Lerida who has lain roots in the Canaries since 1970. Surrounded 
by Presa dogs, Majorero stock  dogs, Canary Podencos and a multitude of other breeds that he 
trains and  attends on his property in La Esperanza, he is a man who lives his dedication  per-
manently, twenty four hours a day. His lengthy trajectory has made him  popular in this world, 
as well as an unquestionable authority in the subject,  sometimes controversial, others surpri-
sing, but always in the canine limelight.  Curtó has an unquenchable curiosity for our history, 
participating and identifying  with the local people, and their most deeply rooted traditions.  
He has a profound knowledge of his profession and of the canine world. His  independent and 
specialized opinion has been repeatedly acknowledged, be it  with criticism or praise. From the 
start he has been recognized for being a  unique investigator and commentator, who doesn´t 
mince his words when he  has to call things by their name, as harsh as they can sound.  Time 
has proved him right in many of his assumptions, which in their moment  were dismissed, 
irresponsibly by certain, so called enthusiasts, from the  Canaries.  

    The poorly defined, long history of the dog in the Canary Islands, had been  forgotten for 
such a long time, has been resurrected little by little, thanks to  Manuel Curtó and his numerous 
journalistic collaborations, articles, chronicles,  lectures and parallel activities. His documented 
contributions regarding the  origin of the indigenous breeds have shattered all previous theo-
ries, lacking  scientific value and that in some Canary canine circles were stubbornly  maintai-
ned.  

    He is a pioneer and in a large part guilty for the popularity of the Presa Canario  and its re-
covery. Many Canary people have come to know the existence of this  dog through his many 
publications, including some “authorities” of the breed,  who have entered this circle a lot later 
but today will not admit this.  

    However, his largest contribution to the formation of the Presa Canario dog has  been, wi-
thout a doubt, his intense work in the breeding and selection of this  Canary breed. Many si-
res and dams have passed through his kennels and  dozens of litters have seen the light in his 
nursery. His animals have been the  foundation of the recovery of the breed in Tenerife, easily 
verifiable by reading  the genealogical tree of any present day animal.  

    Untiring in the selection of the breed, he has an enormous motivation to  improve, and is 
never completely satisfied with any one animal, which has given  him a fame for being noncon-
formist, a necessary quality for the continuity of the  breed.  

    This book, the first monographic about any indigenous canine breed of the  Canaries, sub-
merges us in the complex world of the Presa Canario dog.  This work by Manuel Curtó awakens 
a parallel interest which is an invitation to  anyone that has an interest in this breed, to continue 
to strive for the  improvement of this valuable indigenous breed, whose story has just begun.  
Not having a true knowledge of its past, it is really difficult to precise an idea of  its present, let 
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alone envisage its future.  

    For those of us who have taken an active part in the recovery of the Presa  Canario dog, we 
must congratulate ourselves on the publication of this work  that without a doubt, has a positive 
contribution to the enrichmrnt of our canine  culture. For those who are new to the Presa Ca-
nario universe, this means thst  they will be able to draw on some historical knowledge which 
will allow them to  understand the difficulties and problems that the breed has undergone in 
its  evolution.  

    In spite of the present day value that this work offers, this will be magnified in  the future by 
becoming a necessary historical reference of the culture of our  land.  

Clemente Reyes Santana  17th August 1991

Chío de Irema Curtó
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    Several years ago, I decided to write a book about the presa dogs in the  Canaries, and for this 
reason I began to recollect information, references,  photographs and I searched the Canary 
Islands for those dogs that could help  me. This began at the beginning of the seventies. The task 
was by no means  easy. In a short time I decided to abandon the project. There were no presa  
dogs or enthusiasts. In reality the presa dogs and the dog fights were a thing of  the past.  Yes, 
I could see one or two mongrels that were called presas in both Gran  Canaria and Tenerife. 
It´s clear that these mongrels, the same as the dogs of  the past, were not called Presa Canarios, 
they were simply called presa dogs.  Within this denomination, entered all those dogs that had 
a certain appearance  of the presa, be the foreign or “from the land”, crossbreed or no.  The dogs 
that I saw at the time were the result of recent crosses between  English Bulldog, Dogo Aleman 
and Boxer. I travelled round and round the  islands, except La Palma that for some reason was 
always left by the wayside.  I interviewed a great number of the older generation who had, in 
their day,  presa dogs and the result was really disappointing. There were now none of  those 
dogs of the past. And then, the confessions, the apologies (but why?)  because they didn’t have 
dogs, and if they had them they weren’t the dogs of  the past, the true presa, the dog “of the 
land” and one asked for photos to see if  the dogs had been a reality.

    And so, I travelled from village to village, house to house, person to person  searching the 
mythical dog. 

    Later with the birth of the autonomous state and due to the influence of the new  fashion of 
“canicultura” (culture of the dog, for those who haven´t already  guessed) a new interest surged 
and with it some improvised breeders of presa  dogs throughout the geography of the Canary 
Islands. With the breeders came  the associations, also called clubs. The enthusiasm was great, 
a true euphoria,  the disputes were also great, between enthusiasts, and associations of both  
provinces was the cause of the Presa Canario dog peeping from the canary  homes as if to say 
“can you see me?”

    Owing to the way things were going (we shall see further on), the local press  had a hay day 
with all the criticism, the claims and accusations and reports,  publishing in great detail all that 
was happening and of course there was great  commotion, the controversy commenced, for 
sure the most resounding that has  been known regarding any canine breed.  

    Dear reader, don´t be daunted, please continue with this book that at one time I  decided to 
write about the Presa Canario dog, and that for the before mentioned  reasons, I abandoned. 
Now, without having proposed to do so, as they say, I  find myself (and you find yourself) with a 
copy in your hands, that more than a  book about dogs, it´s a couple of articles and publications 
(couple doesn´t  always mean two) and one or two letters, I have numerous, from a variety of  
authors related to the Spanish dog world, eloquent letters, some compromising,  but let´s leave 
them be, because what profit can be made from their  publication?

    Articles in which the complaints are repeated, the prose is repeated, everything  is repeated, 
as happens in some modern novels, that on reading them, we feel  that we aren´t making any 
progress and that in the best case we feel that we  are being taken for a ride, however after rea-
ding the whole text and on  reflection we realise that the novel is not as absurd as it seemed.



9

    It is possible that on finishing this book, someone may say thst the author has  been lacking 
in delicacy regarding the mention of some people in the articles.  I have to say that this has no-
thing to do with me but is their problem for entering  on stage voluntarily, nobody asked them 
to become breeders of the Presa  Canario, leaving their professions momentarily on one side to 
do so, claiming to  have recovered the breed and selling their crossbreed puppies as if they are  
pure breeds.  

    And, dear reader, I say no more, I will leave you to reach your own conclusions.  

THE AUTHOR 

The author in 1982 with Possu, a bull terrier born in Sweden
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    We frequently hear from makeshift historians that since remote times the  Canary Islands 
have been inhabited by large numbers of corpulent dogs, hence  the name Canaria. 

    One can´t ignore such an error. Some years ago (1976-77) I wrote a couple of  articles in 
which I mentioned the brindle dogs, whose origin goes back several  thousands of years. At that 
time, for the immense majority, brindles, verdinos or  presas, were the same thing; all authentic 
Canary dogs. Later on, this diversity  of names, when referring to the Canary dogs, started to 
become clear,  regardless of their origin. It appears that for the Canary historians the subject of  
the dogs is unimportant and insignificant. 

    Man´s interest is and has always been his lineage, his conquests, commercial  or battling en-
terprises etc. Therefore there is an almost total ignorance amongst  the local population about 
the Presa dogs or the stock or cattle dogs,  prehistorically or historically speaking, and so they 
continue referring to the  presa type dogs as Brindles or Verdinos indistinctly, believing or wan-
ting to  believe that they descend from the pre-Hispanic dogs that were bred and reared  with 
the “greatest care” by the island´s inhabitants before the conquest.  In Book IV, first edition, 
year 1975 of the General History of the Canary Islands,  by Agustin Millares Torres, page 176, 
reads: “Plinio and Estacio Seboso were  the first to use the name Canaria derived from the great 
dogs found there in the  time of the famous expedition of Juba, when two of these animals were 
taken to  the king of Mauritania”. This etymology, accepted by all those authors who  commen-
ted on this voyage has later been seriously challenged. There´s no  doubt that there were no 
heavily built dogs in the Canaries, because the clergy  and historians of Bethencourt described 
the island saying specifically:  “There are pigs, goats and sheep and wild dogs that have a wolf 
like  appearance, although quite small”. 

    In the second book (Libro II), of the same author. On page 134 we can read:  “There has been 
much discussion over the true connection between the names  that were given to the islands by 
the visitors from Juba and their present day  names, an interesting disquisition but not having 
the historical importance that  some seem to think it holds. There is no discussion that the two 
main islands  were designated as Gran Canaria and Nivaria, circumstance which allows no  fal-
se suspicions and doubts regarding the exactitude of Plinio´s narrative.  However, one thing is 
sure, the information received from Juba, and brought to  us by Estacio Seboso and Plinio is in-
complete , lacks continuity and connection,  perhaps due to unfaithful copyists or owing to the 
ignorance of the  commentators. And continues: “On the occupation of the Fortunate Islands 
by  Plinio, he quotes Estacio before he does Juba, which may induce to error on the  source of 
the information given to us, which is certainly very dubious. Some  would like to believe that 
Seboso received this news on a voyage he made to  Cadiz, without knowing the relationship 
with Juba; but we believe that it is more  plausible that he consulted and took reference from 
Juba´s work and added it to  everything that he researched from the sailors of Cadiz. 

THE NAME OF CANARIA

FIRST PART
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    “The arbitrary colocation of the islands given by Plinio and the repeated use in  his tales are 
fervent indications that he speaks from memory, even trying to  remember what he had read 
many years before. The obvious confusion and his  reference to the climate being the cause of 
the decay of the cadavers that the  sea casts onto the beaches, proves to us that it´s necessary 
to reserve  judgement on his observations.” And on page 135, where the author speaks of  the 
historians and geographers, it says: “We have seen that Juba, philosopher  and naturalist in the 
universal acceptance given to this word at the time, was the  first to receive exact notifications 
about this archipelago, being evident that the  name Canaries was adopted since his famous 
exploratory voyage, be it for the  dogs ¨ingentis magnituudinis¨of which Plinio speaks or for 
any other reason that  those with a better criteria may believe”. 

    Now, let us return to the Book no. IV, T.I., 
page 17 reads: “Taking into account,  this and 
other valuable observations, new etymologies 
have appeared that we  shall expound briefly. 
Plinio states, that there were villages on the oc-
cidental  slopes of the Atlas Mountain called 
Canarios, and perhaps for this reason  Ptolo-
meo called Cabo Bojador, Canauria Extrema. 

    But, did these names proceed from the origi-
nal name given to the island of  Canaria or, on 
the contrary was it the island that lent its name 
to those villages  and the African promontory? 
Be as it may, this curious identity shouldn´t be  
forgotten. 

    Others say that the Euforbia Canariense rod 
of the Latins or Bitter cane or birch  known by 
Juba,- who wrote an essay about this vegetable, giving it this name in  memory of his medical 
doctor Euforbio- gave its name to Gran Canaria, name  derived from the word canna. Tomás 
Nichols, wrote in 1525 that this was a  credible hypothesis, and added for this purpose: “I have 
heard from the ancient  inhabitants that it was named Canaria after a certain four sided cane 
that grows  abundantly in the country, and from the milk of which a very dangerous poison  is 
extracted”. And on page 177 it reads: “The island of Canaria was proclaimed  by its primitive 
inhabitants Tamerán or Tamarán which appears to mean ¨land of  the brave¨ in their language.  

Dog of Presa Canario of principles of century 
XX. North of Tenerife.
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    In the History of the Conquest of the Seven Islands of Gran Canaria, edition dated 1632, page 
103,  Fray Juan Abreu de Galindo relates that The Demon appeared both night and day to the 
inhabitants  of Canaria and La Palma, in the form of “great woolly dogs and other beings that 
they called  Tibisenas” (in Canaria), and “Irnene” (in La Palma). It isn´t necessary to say that it 
is absolutely  impossible to discover the origin of that evil spirit. 
 
    It is common knowledge that myths, beliefs, demons and gods are products of our cultures. 
And it´s  obvious that this big woolly dog (unreal) could have existed in the original country of 
origin of the  inhabitants of Gran Canaria and La Palma. But did these dogs exist in the Canary 
Islands before the  arrival of the Europeans? I´m inclined to think not! 
 
    Actually, in La Palma a few enthusiasts breed dogs with thick, long, straight coats who have 
the  name of Garafianos. Of course these dogs do not resemble the large demoniacal woolly 
dogs.  These dogs are the product of recent crosses between the Collie and mongrel dogs of the 
zone who  have a claim to the contribution in their past of the German Shepherd. 
 
    In the book “Los Guanches” (The Guanches), by Luis Diego Cuscoy, page 108 reads: “ althou-
gh the  existence of the mythical dog is unknown to us, it is an animal that is linked with the 
culture of the  dead”. There is no chronicler or other ancient source that comments the role of 
the dog in the  funeral ceremonies of the Guanches. Archaeological excavations have revealed 
the presence of the  dog alongside the dead, probably its master. Would this be a representation 
of the dog acting as  guide to cross the soul over to the other side? It´s possible, almost certain 
that the dog was  sacrificed at the time of death of its master. 
 
    We have discovered this circumstance in various sepulchral caves in Tenerife, but it is in the  
necropolis of ¨Llano de Maja¨ where the cadaver of a shepherd was found along with a very  
complete funeral offering, made up of beads, engravings, chips of obsidian (a very dark green 
or  black volcanic stone), ceramics, wooden torches, etc. and the discovery of the cranium of a 
dog of  medium stature, with remains of mummification in places showing short hair of a dark 
creamy  colour”. 
 
    In the book “The Ceremonial Group of Guargacho” (El Conjunto Ceremonial de Guarga-
cho),  By the same author, page 90, we can read “It is sufficiently demonstrated that dog meat  
contributed a substancial part of the aboriginal diet”. “In the cave of Los Cabezazos remains 
of  cooking materials and bones from goats, pigs and dogs have been found, thus offering the  
following details: 
 
  57.5% of the remains were from goats, 30.3% were from pigs, and dog remains represented 
21.2%.  From the same excavation based solely on animal teeth found the following percentages 
were  obtained: 60.7% from goat, 28.2% from pig, 11.1% from dog”. Therefore it appears to be  
unquestionable that there was a moderate consumption of dog meat by these people perhaps  
more in the northern part of Tenerife than the south.

THE DOG IN THE MYTH AND CULTURE OF THE GUANCHES
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    It appears that no canine remains have been found on the islands of Lanzarote, Fuerteventu-
ra, La  Palma, La Gomera or El Hierro pertinent to pre-conquest times, what is more, nothing 
has been  mentioned of the existence of dogs on these islands when Jean de Bethencourt y 
Gadifer de La  Salle arrived with their troups in 1402. In the book Le Canarien (The Canary 
Islander) 1980 edition,  translated and commented b Alejandro Cioranescu, on page 64, ver-
sion (Gadifer de La Salle),  referring to the island of Gran Canaria, it reads “There are a great 
number of animals, namely pigs,  goats and sheep, and wild dogs resembling wolves but much 
smaller”. In the same book, version B  (Jean de Bethencourt), pages 165-166, we read: “There 
are a great number of animals, namely  pigs, goats and sheep and some wild dogs resembling 
wolves but small”. 
 
   In the first text we read the description as being much smaller and in the second as being 
small,  that is to say that they weren´t big or even medium sized. What is more, in both cases 
they are  described as wild dogs, and personally I don´t believe that the aborigenes in Gran 
Canaria would  allow any dog to roam the island attacking the stock. Also, it´s impossible that 
there were wild dogs  on the island or on the island of Tenerife, it´s possible they were feral but 
even then this doesn´t  change anything. The domestic dog will live separated from the human 
only in very special  circumstances. 
 
    Friar Alonso de Espinosa, in his book Historia de Nuestra Señora de Candelaria (The History 
of Our  Lady of Candelaria), on page 114, referring to the dogs that ate the human remains 
they found on  the battle ground after the battle of Acentejo, says: “These dogs were ZATOS 
or GOZQUES that the  called CANCHA, that the locals bred and owing to the disease they 
didn´t bother to feed them  properly - when commenting on the disease the author is referring 
to the plague that was declared  as a consequence of the many dead bodies scattered over the 
countryside after the confrontations  between the Guanches and the Spanish -, so they found 
sustenance in these cadavers, gorging on  their remains and even assailing the living, therefore 
the locals became accustomed to sleeping in  the trees, frightened as they were of being attac-
ked by these dogs”. And we have no other  references of dogs kept by the Canary aborigines. 

THE DOGS OF THE CANARY ABORIGINES

Aboriginal dog skulls photographed at 
the Archaeological Museum of Teneri-
fe. Its length does not exceed ten centi-
meters; It means that it corresponds to a 
dog of reduced dimensions.
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 With the conquest of the Canaries we enter into an unedited and seeming distressing 
chapter in the life and customs of the Canary aborigine. It completely destroys their way of life, 
they are enslaved, many are sold along the Mediterranean coast, their lands and stock are seized 
and given to the new settlers arriving mainly from the Spanish Peninsular and Portugal.
The new owners who have become so through injustice and force, bring new ideas and a society 
totally different to that of the aborigine. Many of these settlers were farmers, ranchers, artisans, 
bricklayers, merchants, etc., etc. These men also brought their tools, their many domestic ani-
mals exploited in Spain and some from the nearby African continent. Horses, mules, donkeys, 
cows, goats, sheep, pigs, dromedaries, poultry, pigeons, partridges, rabbits, and dogs…, dogs 
of different breeds with different functions: Mastiffs, Presas, Podencos, Pointers, Cattle dogs, 
Bloodhounds, etc.

 It´s a fact that through the ages the Conquerors always install their language, their folklo-
re, their animals, their fruit trees and seeds to assure their sustenance in the new lands. The 
Canary Islands were no different.

 Two French gentlemen, Gadifer de La Salle and Jean de Bethencourt, set sail with 280 
men from La Rochelle in 1402 for the Canaries with the intention of conquering the islands.

 After some serious mishaps and constant mutinies by the crew, they were forced to dock 
in three Spanish ports where, it appears, 117 men were substituted by mainly Spanish men, and 
in July they arrived to Lanzarote, where, with promises and deceit, they managed to repress the 
inhabitants of the island and with the same methods and some skirmishes dominated Fuerte-
ventura and shortly after, El Hierro. Later, new adventurers arrived and with the cross and the 
sword, one by one took over the other islands. We know very little about the dogs they brought 
to the islands, however, we will try to follow the scent. Once the conquest had begun the two 
Frenchmen Jean de Bethencourt and Gadifer de La Salle had run out of resources so agreed 
that Jean de Bethencourt would travel to Spain in order to bring as soon as possible “reinfor-
cements in the form of people and provisions (Le Canarien)”, and so he did. In Seville, Jean de 
Bethencourt requested audience with King Henry III, and informed of the conquest that they 
had initiated, “and he made a tribute to all the Canary Islands (Le Canarien)”. And in this way 
the Canary Islands became a jurisdictional part of the kingdom of Castilla, and both persona-
ges established a link of reciprocal rights and obligations. From this moment, the king of Cas-
tilla takes the reins of the enterprise of the Canary Island conquest. And by a royal decree of 25 
December 1403 it was arranged for Jean de Bethencourt to take from the kingdoms of Castilla 
a large quantity of iron. 50 cahices (ancient measure 1 cahiz = aprox 1130 pounds weight) of 
corn, 500 weapons and the same number of men along with several horses and other animals.  
And other animals also from Castilla. What animals were these? No details are given but we 
can imagine which animals. Along with horses, cows, pigs, hens, and dogs…

 This animal has always been used whenever possible by the conqueror at all times and in 
all places. In Spain there were a multitude of canine breeds, fulfilling different functions.   

THE DOGS OF THE CONQUERORS AND CANARYSETTLERS
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Jean de Bethencourt and Gadifer de La Salle found themselves with their men in a strange land 
in the role of conquerors and had to take special measures to safeguard their lives and their 
belongings if they didn´t want to lose them, and the dog was the best help to achieve this, he 
who hears and sees in the night, has no fear of weapons, who will never betray, doesn’t talk, just 
warns and attacks if necessary.

 Jean de Bethencourt´s men and Gadifer de La Salle´s men wanted to conquer at any cost 
and as soon as possible. On this occasion “they arrived at night, each with their bow and arrow 
to ambush the Canary islanders near to where they had rested the previous night.”

 “Then d´Andrac went towards them next morning accompanied by his companions 
from the house of the the Lord and the island of Lanzarote. And they had dogs with them, ac-
companying them along the way” (Le Canarien, B version, page 117)” 

 Before this time, no mention had been made of dogs on either Fuerteventura or Lanza-
rote. Reference was made later, after the arrival of Bethencourt to the island of Lanzarote and 
his subsequent return to Spain, on the 7th of October 1404, that is to say in the month of No-
vember of that year. Later there were commentaries of the existence of dogs in Fuerteventura.

 “There are more than 4000 camels and a great number of wild donkeys. In the year 1591, 
owing to the damage these animals had done, a hunt was organized with many greyhounds and 
people mounted on horseback resulting in the killing of more than one thousand five hundred 
donkeys which served as food for the enormous number of ravens and GUIRRES that inhabit 
the islands.”(Friar Juan de Abreu Galindo, History of the Conquest of the Seven Islands of Gran 
Canaria, page 40) 

 Many people on horseback, this tells us that in 1591 there were a large number of hor-
ses on this island, of course 187 years have gone by since Jean de Bethencourt took the first 
horses to the islands from Spain and we would suppose that more were taken after. And many 
greyhounds, not Presas or cattle dogs, both breeds being quite heavy for chasing the feral 
donkeys; the greyhound – I would like to think in this case were podencos, although I don’t ex-
clude the possibility that greyhounds may have been used for their greater speed and stamina. 
So, is it possible that Jean de Bethencourt and Gadifer de La Salle had walked the coast of Fuer-
teventura accompanied by greyhounds? I´m inclined to think not. So, what dogs were they? 
Guard dogs to defend the people and their possessions. That they used them against the people 
of Lanzarote and Fuerteventura in their skirmishes is not clear, but I think not, otherwise there 
would be some chronicle commenting this fact. So, those dogs were presa type dogs or stock 
dogs or both! In the treaties of the town council of Tenerife and those of the town council of 
Betancuria (Fuerteventura), and in the municipal by-laws of Tenerife we read, “presa type dogs, 
stock dogs, hunting dogs, pointers and large dogs.”

 It is very important to remember that before the arrival of the conquerors and the sett-
lers, there were no rabbits or partridges. Later, they brought pointers and greyhounds, “hunting 
dogs” can be read in the treaties and by-laws, and they are none other than Podencos, to hunt 
rabbits and partridges.
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 According to the treaties of the Cabildo (local government) of Betancuria and of the 
Cabildo of Tenerife and according to the By-laws of Tenerife, we know that the Europeans – 
Canary people in those days already formed part of the Spanish political map – settled in the 
Canaries , they had many different breeds of dogs that fulfilled different functions. There is a 
treaty of the Cabildo of Tenerife dated September, 1501 which speaks of large dogs and that 
they should be kept muzzled to avoid any aggression and killing of stock and also names two 
large female dogs belonging to Cristobal de Valdespino and Fernando de Llerena requiring 
that they be tethered or muzzled to avoid damage to stock. These large dogs could well be the 
ancestors of the m dern Spanish Mastiff.

 In another treaty dated 23 October 1506, we can read, that Guillen Castellano had said 
many times that there should be a remedy for these dogs, that they do a lot of damage to the 
stock and animals of this island (Tenerife), and for this reason something should be done to 
prevent these things from happening for the common good of the island. These gentlemen then 
agreed that these laws should be put into force and ordered that they be publicly proclaimed, 
and that all residents and inhabitants of the island, and any other person, take their dogs, wha-
tever breed, and present them before Guillen Castellano, alderman, and Alonso de las Hijas, 
loyal executor, who were chosen for this and commissioned to decide what should be done for 
the general well-being of the island. And these animals should be brought and presented within 
twenty days following the proclamation in the borough of San Cristobal de La Laguna. And 
whoever who ignored this would receive a fine of six hundred maravedies (old Spanish coin).

 Later they ordered that any person who killed a wild dog (cimarrón) would be paid one 
gold dobla (old Spanish coin aprox value 2 maravedis), on confirmation that the dogs were in-
deed wild.” And on 15 October 1507, “Guillen Castellano said that he along with Alonso de las 
Hijas resigned from the commission of the extermination of the dogs as the aldermen did not 
want to kill their dogs.”

 Another, on 27 October 1514 says, “Owing to the damage done by these dogs 2 men were 
employed to kill all the dogs according to decree.” And on 3 September 1515, “it was agreed that 
the decrees regarding the dogs were rather severe, that no person should have a dog except for 
use in their home or on their property and even then these dogs should be tied up and the pig 
farmers are allowed one dog as long as is not a presa type and that it be muzzled. Shepherds are 
allowed one of the smaller breeds known as gozque (it is unsure whether these were bred by the 
aborigines which were referred to as canchas or whether it was a small dog brought from Spain 
by the colonists). Another agreement dated 5 February 1516, reads: “Regarding the enormous 
damage that these dogs have perpetrated in the stock, both large and small, and are property of 
the pequeros (people who live off of the fish industry), almocrebes (muleteers), and peasants 
who take them with them to the countryside to hunt and poach and others that had escaped or 
been abandoned and had become feral which made them worse than wolves, were ordered that 
in the space of three days they were to be sacrificed, however this did not affect the butchers, 

THE DOG IN THE LOCAL GOVERMENT AGREEMENTS AND 
BYLAWS
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who, owing to their profession were allowed to have two dogs in property, although they were 
to be kept tied during the night and in the daytime could only be loose when they were needed 
to catch the cows. 

 At the same time,there are two dogs that attack and kill the wild dogs (cimarrones), and 
so there are dogs that can control the wild dogs, it was allowed that these dogs could remain 
and be trained for this purpose as we have seen from experience that Pedro de Lugo, alderman 
of Adexe and Abona has them but on the condition that they don´t come near the villages. At 
the same time Mr Castellano and Mr Llerena are allowed a gozque (small dog) of no more than 
of one hand tall. And revoked all other laws regarding dogs.”

 In another decree dated 9 April 1518, we read;” there is at present a good tool, a man who 
has certain dogs that he has trained and have consequently killed many wild dogs, the heads 
many of them he then showed to the local administrators to prove his good work and for which 
he received payment from the Cabildo (local administration) and from then on from the stoc-
kbreeders and Valdes and De Hijas were ordered to create a law for this purpose and if not the 
Cabildo would pay for the services rendered.” And so it was on 20 February 1523 we can read: 
“May it be proclaimed, the decree with reference to those dogs that cause damage and kill the 
livestock. The proclamation should continue and Castellano y Gallinato were entrusted with 
the assignment of choosing the dogs to hunt down and kill the wild dogs.”

 Other decrees related to hunting and hunters were also dictated. In the Tenerife by-laws, 
of Don Jose Peraza de Ayala, Section XVII, page 185, it says “All should have their dogs securely 
fastened, so as to avoid them entering in the vineyards and consuming the grapes therein, the 
penalty for a first intrusion would be two hundred maravedies, and the cost of the damage, and 
for a second time the dogs would be sacrificed if found in the vineyards even though there be 
no sentence regarding the first, even being different dogs but of the same owner.” On 29 July 
1639 “ the gentlemen of the administration and law, before Agustin de Mesa, scribe of the Tri-
bunal, ordered that the dogs should be grappled, and that chickens should be penned to save 
the grape harvest, and it was permitted that traps with poisoned meat be laid for this end.” In 
Section XIX can be read, “It is necessary to control the hunting of partridges in this island to 
avoid their disappearance and those persons found hunting partridge will be fined six hundred 
maravedies for each partridge killed.” And continues, “At the same time those hunters who 
hunt rabbits with dogs should keep them in safekeeping, in order to avoid that they cause da-
mage in the stock nor bite, nor have dangerous dogs or presa dogs, under a fine of five hundred 
maravedies and recompense part of the damage caused, plus the sacrifice of the dog or dogs, 
authors of the action and as evidence it was only necessary to have seen them hunting in the 
area at the time, to condemn them. All this in order to allow the local butcher and neighbours 
to have their dogs.”

 To defend their homes, their stock and their properties, the new Canary Islanders kept 
presa type dogs, stock dogs and large dogs.

 “On 18 of November 1558, under the notary Juan Lopez de Acosta, it was ordered that 
each hunter and citizen could posess up to four hunting dogs and each dog would be registered 
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and have their individual mark and colour and for each dog there would be a bond so that if 
there were any damage perpetrated, the cost of this damage and the fine would be subtracted 
from the bond and the dogs were to be sacrificed. The dogs were to be kept tethered when not 
being used for work or hunting and in the area of Abona and Adexe in the south of Tenerife no 
female dog was to be kept under the before mentioned fine.”

 In an agreement in Betancuria (Fuerteventura) dated 21 October 1624 we read: “The 
goat and sheep farmers are suffering great damage to their stock from these dogs, so it has 
been agreed that all citizens sacrifice all their dogs except one in the space of eight days. One 
dog is permitted to defend the homes. And this is understood with respect to the hunting dogs 
and presas. After the period of eight days there will then be a punishment for those who have 
not fulfilled the orders.” Another agreement dated 22 September 1626 says: “Order from the 
Cabildo that citizens have no more than one dog and should be a hunting dog not a stock dog, 
owing to the damage made to the stock it is ordered that these stock dogs be sacrificed in the 
space of four days, under penalty of four ducados and 20 days imprisonment.” Another dated 
16August 1627 says: “Owing to the great damage done to the stock by the dogs and in spite of 
the decrees passed and for not fulfilling the said orders, it has been dictated that the orders be 
fulfilled in six days under a fine of four ducados.” And another dated 16 August 1630: “For the 
damages caused, no citizen be permitted more than one hunting dog on a chain and all others 
be sacrificed, under penalty of six hundred maravedies and ten days imprisonment. To own a 
presa dog it is necessary to declare to Justice.”

 And so we reach the month of January 1645, “where we see written by Mr Sebastian de 
Betancor, government official, requesting the sacrifice of dogs on the island owing to the dama-
ge caused, and agree on Sunday, 22 January 1645 publish that all residents, inhabitants sacrifice 
their dogs, except one, permitted to defend their properties, in eight days under penalty of six 
hundred maravedies.”

 There is a constant reference to stock dogs and presas in the decrees and agreements, evi-
dent symptom of their number or that that they were the most feared. The Majorero stock dogs 
are the best dogs to protect the stock if they have been bred in the same environment and have 
had the necessary training, otherwise and if there is hunger they have been the most feared by 
the farmers. We can only but imagine the behavior of those feared presas, hungry and on the 
loose in the islands. As the years go by it can be seen that this referenc to the presas becomes 
more infrequent which makes us think that the problem was resolved by the early decrees.

 From the island of Fuerteventura, town of Betancuria comes the following agreement 
dated 14 October 1682, and reads: “owing to the increasing damages perpetrated to the stock, 
and as there are homes where there are six sons and each son wants his own dog, ordered the 
residents to sacrifice all but one dog and that be chained up.” The years go by – more than fifty 
– and on 13March 1737, it is agreed in the town of Betancuria, that “Having arrived travellers 
from other islands and leaving one or two dogs, that may cause damage to the island´s stock, 
in the ports, it is ordered that they be sacrificed and it is ordered that no person other than far-
mers posess any dog.” Summing up and to finish, it is clear that the Presas and stock dogs, the 
breed preserved in Fuerteventura, the Podencos, the Perdigueros and Great Mastiffs - these last 
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two breeds now extinct, as is the Cancha – were brought to the Canaries by the Conquistadores 
and Colonists from mainland Spain.   

Piba, daughter of Canario and Brava, crea-
ted by Juan Santana, Gran Canario, Year 
1975. Piba was the first breeder of Irema 
Curtó Kennels.

Tamai de Irema Curtó, daughter of Piba and Boby, born in 
1977.

First layer of Irema Curtó Kennels, 1977 Major II de Irema Curt Kennels, son of Major and Colilla. 
Beginning of the 80s of the last century.

Toby de Irema Curtó, son of Piba and Boby, born in 1977.
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 Dogfighting was the origin of the Presa Cana-
rio. For this reason crosses and selection was made. 
Colour wasn´t important, although it is true that the-
re was a predilection for the tawny and brindle, but 
when selecting a sire the fighting capacity was most 
important: a good assault, a firm grip and fortitude. 
A dog had these conditions when having an adequate 
weight, between 40 and 60 kilos. Height was another 
important aspect, and length, wide chest, ample rib-
cage and a robust and muscular loin, and strong, firm 
legs, a large head, wide, developed jaws, the nasal ca-
nal should not be too short. And, if there is  no tem
 perament, there is no Presa.  

The Presa Canario should be calm, never nipping 
or biting, unless of course there is justification. He 

should be patient and capable of accepting children´s  pranks.
  
 The English – attention to this part which we will later comment on – it appears brought 
the dog fights to the Canary Islands, and supposedly they brought their Mastiffs,(famous in the 
time of  Julius Caesar for their fighting abilities), Bulldogs, the fierce bullterriers (at the time 
capable of combatting and defeating superior sized dogs), etc. Starting from these dogs and this 
pastime that came from the exterior, the Presa Canario began its journey. We are unable to con-
firm that a breeding group was formed, making it possible to transmit singular characteristics 
from one generation to another, differentiating canine breeds, the way we understand today. 
Those men who kept, bred, selected, and trained the Presa Canario for the dog fights before the 
prohibition have been an invaluable source of information to outline a study of this marvelous 
dog. 

 The elderly, who no longer breed or train presas, remember those days and those dogs, 
of which some even have carefully preserved photos, although photography being a relatively 
modern day pastime, meant that we are not always able to see the best examples of the breed. 
We have been able to hear stories from these old men describing the fights, how and when they 
took place, which dog won this and that combat. Some of these old timers weren´t dog fighters 
as such but couldn´t resist the opportunity to test the bravery of their own dogs that apart from 
being obedient, defending their owners and his property and working with the stock, they were 
also capable of a confrontation with a powerful rival and in some cases “were victorious”, says 
Don Polo Acosta. Because the Presa Canario, the complete Presa Canario was able to fulfill the 
mission entrusted and also fight which was the origin of its creation. 

PRESA CANARIO DOGS

SECOND PART

Dog of Majorado Cattle in Tenerife. 
Photograph probably from the middle 
of last century.
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 Many of the last so called dog fighters have now left us, among them we can name from 
Tenerife, the king of dogs, Juan Reyes or as he was known, Juan el marchante (Juan the mer-
chant); and continuing with no set order, Domingo Palma from El Ortigal, Andres el Camarero 
(Andres the waiter), or from the mainland; Gabino Miranda, a guard in El Ortigal, Luciano a 
guard of La Esperanza, Domingo Cruz, Antonio Flores, etc. Among the men who are still alive 
and remember with enthusiasm those days we should name Pancho Carlos of La Esperanza, 
Manuel the foreman of Los Campitos, Pepe the policeman and the champion of the dogs Don 
Polo Acosta. I read somewhere that you can measure a man from his hobbies. Well, Don Polo 
Acosta y Acosta wasn´t a man of just one hobby. His extraordinary vitality and incomparable 
imagination made him lose his head for a great yoke of oxen. He is well known among the old 
drovers of the island. The dragging of weights by oxen as a race were and continue to be his 
weakness, and the procession floats in the local festivals pulled by these animals, where it is 
possible to appreciate the best yoke of oxen or bulls and the best drover, and Polo Acosta was 
definitely not one of the worst. Owning the best goat herd was another of his pastimes. “Per-
haps there were better…I think it´s very unlikely,” Don Polo Acosta told me. 

 And horses, although in those days they were al-
most a luxury just for the wealthy, they occupied an 
important part of his life, “and of course I was a rider,” 
boasted Don Polo. And he also enjoyed the Palo Ca-
nario (an ancestral sport played by two people, almost 
belico but where they are not allowed to touch the 
body of the opponent). This sport is nowadays very 
fashionable, but in the days  when the automobile was 
beginning to be seen in the world, the island ´s inha-
bitants went on foot or sometimes on horseback, Don 
Polo Acosta went through life carrying a stick, carried 
for its utility, and to try his luck with whoever was 
game. So, Polo Acosta y Acosta played Palo Canario 
with his friends whenever he had any free time and 
still does to this day. And what of the Lucha Cana-
ria (Canary combat – another combat sport similar to 
wrestling). Don Polo Acosta was no less in this verna-
cular sport. His knowledge was such because the sport 
was his life. Don Polo told me that he was the founder 
of “El Tinguaro” combat team who existed for eleven 
years, and “El Calana” team who were competing for 
three years. From these two teams came great comba-
tants, such as Nino Morales from the south. 

 In his youth and owing to his exuberant enthusiasm, Don polo Acosta was called “El 
loco” (crazy) – he was the champion of the presa dogs,and wherever he went he took his pas-
time with him and challenged whoever was necessary, and if his dog was inferior to the other 
individual, he would remedy this by purchasing another capable of winning. In this way, he 
would buy and sell dogs. Today he had this dog and tomorrow a different one that he trained 

Don Polo Acosta and Acosta, fighter of 
presa dogs in his youth.
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to be champion. Among the many dogs that passed 
through his hands it is necessary to mention Valien-
te, Nilo, Turco, Cambao, Chumbo, Corbato, Boliche, 
Cuidao that he bought from Maximo Benitez, Porque 
brought from Las Palmas, Quebrao and lastly Marrue-
cos the champion of champions. This dog was brou-
ght to Tenerife from La Palma by Juan el Marchante as 
something really outstanding but Juan el Marchante 
lost interest after presenting him in combat twice and 
losing both fights. However, Polo Acosta, who could 
recognize the quality of a dog at first sight, purchased 
it for twenty duros (100 pesetas) and a puppy, a Presa 
puppy of course. It is well known that every master 
has his way, and Polo Acosta was no exception. He 
took Marruecos to his house, gave him good food and 
training, and when he thought that the dog was ready, 
began presenting him in fights. There was a ritual be-
fore these fights where  the owners agreed to remain 
in complete silence or not for the duration of the fight 
– this condition, complete silence, was scrupulously respected when Don Polo had a dog figh-
ting – and also the size of the circle where the dog fight took place was also respected, and no 
spectator could touch the dogs when fighting, and if the dogs left the circle, it was obligation 
to leave them. Polo Acosta believed “that the dogs understood each other and understood who 
was the winner”. They tried to avoid as much as possible that the dogs hurt each other exces-
sively and there were seldom deaths. In the hands of Polo Acosta, Marruecos won fight after 
fight. He became so popular amongst the dog fighting enthusiasts of the islands that finally 
nobody wanted to fight with him. This dog did not die fighting, he died, tethered to an old wal-
nut tree on the property of Don Polo in Camino Guillen which came under the jurisdiction of 
La Esperanza (north Tenerife). Other dogs belonging to Don Polo that reached the “limelight” 
were some of the previously mentioned. Corbato, Quebvrao, Cuidao, Porque, and Nilo, a cross-
breed of a black Great Dane that fought with Mocho owned by Domingo Palma in Las Raices, 
just on the outskirts of La Esperanza in direction las Cañadas del Teide. 

 In those years when dog fighting took place, there were also breeders of Presa dogs who 
sold their animals to the enthusiasts. One of the renowned was Barreto el Viejo (Old Barreto) 
from La Laguna. In the Caseta de Madera (wooden house) in Santa Cruz next to the municipal 
slaughter house, there was a dog kennels where there were specimens of different breeds and of 
different owners (English Bulldog, Bullterrier, Great Dane, Majorero cattle dog, Presa, Spanish 
Mastiff etc.) for crossbreeding with fighting in mind. The crosses with the Great Dane didn´t 
have a good result so were scrapped. 

 A lot has been said about betting on the dog fights, but, according to Don Polo Acosta 
and other enthusiasts that I have interviewed, these were so sporadic that they are hardly wor-
th mentioning. And the organized fights as a sport did not exist, “this was invented after  the 
prohibition of the fights”, Don Polo told me, “and there is no doubt that the authors of the pro-

Aña de Irema Curtó attacking
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hibition probably never even went to a fight.” 

 Some describe the fights as bloodthirsty, a consequence of the cruelty of the dog ow-
ners, others, the more charitable, dare to say that “the Presa Canario dog is so intelligent and 
such a gentleman, that when his opponent screams, he immediately releases him and licks his 
wounds.” 

 The Presa Canario has always been docile and 
very intelligent, easy to dominate but being a Presa 
type, terrible with other dogs, and in the fight will not 
desist until he wins or loses. Don Polo Acosta belie-
ves that the sport was brought to Tenerife and Gran 
Canary years back and that the dogs came from Gran 
Canary although this is not to say that they weren´t 
bred in Tenerife. Some years ago in Gran Canary I 
was told by old dog fighting enthusiasts that the sport 
had been born there but that they had frequently tra-
velled to Tenerife to purchase dogs for the fight, so-
mething which did not happen mutually. And dogs 
that were renowned for their fighting in Tenerife had 
been brought from Gran Canary, with the exception 

of Marruecos. 

 Leon was brought by Juan the merchant of Gran Canary, Sultan had been brought here 
by Juan Hormiga, Porque, that later become the property of Polo Acosta, and Chumbo, that 
also fell into his hands. In Gran Canary, according to Polo Acosta, the champion of the dog ow-
ners was The Cuban. This gentleman had what appeared to be an undefeatable dog. Because of 
this Andres the mainlander – who lived at the time in Las Palmas but later transferred to Tene-
rife - travelled to Tenerife in order to purchase Leon, belonging to Juan the merchant, with the 
object of defeating the Cuban´s dog. Leon was taken to Las Palmas, his homeland, however we 
don´t know why but the two dogs were never confronted and Leon was returned to Tenerife. 

 Again, according to Don Polo, other outstanding enthusiasts of the sport were Paco San-
tana Santana, Salvadorito Parrilla, Juan Martin, Zenon and Patarrasa. But, there was another 
follower of the Presa Canario, although not of the dog fight, this was the peasant, the  farmer. 
The Canary farmer, as were farmers from other lands, was always accompanied by dogs, dogs 
that followed them everywhere, dogs, it must be said, that were more educated and useful than 
the animals that we find in the cities nowadays, healthy and less obese. It must also be said 
that the most appreciated dogs were those locally bred and that apart from being able to fight 
also responded to the farmer´s necessities. Good guard dogs, good defenders, not nervous or 
rowdy, valiant, loyal companion to its owner and family and also something very important for 
the famer and smallholder, who breeds animals, an enemy of the hunting dogs. Several owners 
of Presa Canarios, among them Don Polo Acosta, have told me that more than one dog has lost 
its life on someone else´s property. This has caused disgust amongst the owners of the hunting 
dogs, and others, that owing to not having them tethered or enclosed, they have escaped during 

Aña de Irema Curtó
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the night , “and been hunting where they shouldn´t have.” Another of the qualities of the Presa 
Canario, the result of its robust physique, is the capacity to control the stock, especially when 
these stray. A Presa Canario does not run away from a charging beast and it is no trouble for 
the dog to restore the stray stock to the fold. 

 I would like to mention Pancho el Rey (the king), one of the many stock farmers and 
about who Polo Acosta had the following comment, 
“much loved and a man of his word”. Don Pancho de 
la Paz Hernandez, or Pancho el Rey, was brought up 
in the stock farming world and had contact with none 
other than the Presa of the Islands – in those days no-
body spoke about the Presa Canario dog, the animal 
was referred to as the Presa del Pais or Presa de la tie-
rra (Presa of the land) -, and if this man had a way with 
the stock, he also had a way with dogs. He remembers 
with special affection and nostalgia Teide, a comple-
tely white dog, “and truly from the land”, according 
to Don Pancho, and Leon a perfect chocolate colour, 
and Santiago, of no defined colour. Don Pancho de la 
Paz also trained presa dogs, sometimes, just for ple-
asure he commented. Someone told me once that a 
lawyer from La Laguna took a dog to him for basic 
training, and so that he could feed him left a sack of 
gofio (toasted wheat flour), but when the lawyer saw 
that the dog was getting thinner and thinner, he said, 
“Look, don Pancho, the dog is very thin”. Don Pancho glanced at the lawyer sarcastically and 
said, “No, not at all, the problem is he is taking the classes really seriously”. Don Pancho de la 
Paz Hernandez was born in 1895 and has a lot to talk about, for example, of how to train the 
Presa dog , or how he trained them, “the traditional method”, as was necessary to work on the 
land, and the requirements of the owner. Don Pancho  told me that he whipped the dogs. The 
dog, his dogs, were always at his heel, and if he told them to go forward, they would obey, as 
he had trained them to do so and should he meet a friend or acquaintance with a dog or dogs 
on his way, they would never leave his side and should the other dog behave aggressively, they 
would be submissive and remain docile, demonstrating that a well- educated dog never takes 
the initiative, this is taken by the owner. The Canary Island peasant, didn´t think, nor does he 
think in dog fights as enjoyment, as could happen in other places or to counteract an otherwise 
boring life. Although Don Polo Acosta supported and encouraged dog fighting “although not 
in excess”, he comments that he agrees with this fact. 

 So, following the journey of the Presa Canario dog for a short while, we reach the pro-
hibition of dog fighting. One night in 1954, Don Polo Acosta was training his dogs, they were 
muzzled in order to avoid them hurting each other, it appears that they were making more 
noise than usual, the lady who was in charge of the Animal Protection Association, who resi-
ded close by, sent him a message “to stop the dog fighting as she was not feeling well and the 
noise made it impossible for her to sleep”, to which Don Polo cheekily answered: “Tell the lady 

Moro, Presa Canario puppy, property 
of panchito Saavedra, photographed in 
Bocabarranco, Galdar (Gran Canaria) 

in the 1950s.
Photo courtesy of Panchito Saavedra.

File Clemente Reyes Santana.
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that my bitch isn‘t feeling too well either and I can´t quieten the dogs”. This was more than su-
fficient to upset the applecart, and a few days later Don Polo Acosta received a summons from 
the police. Polo presented himself in the police station and spoke to Don Enrique the super-
intendent, who happened to be an acquaintance. Acosta knew that the situation was serious, 
and after a few brief words Don Enrique obtained a promise that he would not allow his dogs 
to fight again. And Don Polo kept his word: “never again have my dogs been fighting”, he said, 
and added, “ Enrique was right, dog fights didn´t benefit me in any way, and at any time could 
have caused me an upset, so, until this day….!” 

 And although it may seem impossible, the prohibition of dog fighting was behind the 
death of the Presa Canario. Of course, there were still several animals here and there, in remote 
places in Las Palmas and Tenerife but unappreciated. 

 But how is it possible that the breed could disa-
ppear in just a few years? Don Polo said, that apart from 
the prohibition, the cause was the German Shepherd, 
that rose to fame in the second world war. “Previously, 
you would see a Presa lazing in the doorway of any 
house, and… be careful if you were thinking of en-
tering!, and then along came the German Shepherds 
and and the Presas were ignored.”  

 Perhaps this is the most obvious reason. A cani-
ne breed can disappear in twenty years if there is no 
interest in it. This happened to the Presa Canario. I 
don´t want to create pessimism amongst the enthu-
siasts with this comment, and to be perfectly honest 

before ten years have passed after writing these lines we can say: The Presa Canario is there, in 
a sufficiently high number, well selected, loyal to all the qualities that made it so popular, lazing, 
as before, in the doorways of many country homes, and,… beware, he who thinks of entering 
uninvited! Jose Maria Ortega and Gasset said and wrote that to understand the reality of the 
present, it is necessary to have a clear knowledge of what has happened in the past, and only 
then can we foresee the future. 

 Of course, Ortega was referring to the past reality and not written history. So, to un-
derstand what is happening in the headquarters of the Spanish Presa Canario Club, and why, 
it is essential to have lived intensely the love of the Presa Canario dog in Tenerife and in Gran 
Canaria, to have known both old and new enthusiasts and coexisted in the last ten years, have 
seen in first person the last of the traditional Presa dogs, have compared the animals from 
photographs taken twenty, thirty, forty, or more, years ago. At this time I can hear all too fre-
quently tales from impromptu individuals about this or that dog that they had at home, when 
they were children, how they would fight, and how dad or grandad buried his pipe in the field 
and on arriving home sent the dog back to search for it, or the keys, or the sickle, or how it 
maintained vigil when its master slept a siesta, of how intelligent it was, and so on and so forth, 
and so, these ladies, there were usually always ladies, and gentlemen, with no other knowledge 

Canarian cattle dog or land dog, with its 
owner, Doora Todora Suarez, in Gáldar 

(Gran Canaria). 70’s.
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or research, they speak and give their opinion. And, of course they don´t know and cannot say 
if that multitude of cans that were born, lived and died in the Canaries corresponded by their 
characteristics with Spanish Mastiffs brought to the islands by the conquerors and colonists, 
or if they were crosses between Mastiffs and English breeds, etc., etc. I remember, that just five 
years ago Manuel Martin Bethencourt, the present secretary of the Spanish Presa Canario Club, 
who frequently visited me in my home to talk to me and ask me about that Presa Canario that 
he remembered as a child, that was large with a large head and walked behind the carts drawn 
by oxen in the area of La Laguna and Las Mercedes in Tenerife, and he asked me about their 
characteristics, and he was so enthusiastic when I said 
that it was essential to recover the breed at whatever 
cost, even if it were necessary to make use of a fo-
reign specimen to cross. Straightaway, this gentleman 
discussed the necessity to found the  Spanish Presa 
Canario Club. Of course, unknown to him , one had 
already, some years previously, written a letter to the 
Spanish Canine Association to obtain information on 
requirements to found the club, a letter that if I re-
member correctly never received a reply. Later, myself 
and several other enthusiasts decided not to take the 
idea any further as we believed that there were hardly 
enough animals to justify the foundation of a club and 
that as it was essential to have at least three or four fa-
milies, that would allow us to work, and I said this to 
Manuel Martin. However, he answered: Listen, Curto, 
if we don´t create the club, Juan Quevedo Martinon 
and his friends will do so, and he will take his dog 
Felo as a model for the standard of the breed. His comments indicated that he felt no sympathy 
for Mr Quevedo, although he didn´t explain why. When he realized that I had no immediate 
interest in the creation of the Club, as I was more interested in the recovery of the breed itself, 
he stopped coming to my home. It wasn´t long before he became part of Mr Quevedo´s group 
and in no time at all the Club was founded – the statutes, as I found out later, were elaborated 
by Enrique Fajardo assisted by Jose Enrique Garcia, both gentlemen had nothing to do with 
the Presa Canario, and more outstanding, didn´t even believe in the breed. First, breed, select, 
crossbreed if necessary, and start establishing a wide genetic base with the existing dogs from 
Gran Canaria and Tenerife, and then, found a club, “because if we create a club in this moment” 
– I told him –“without counting on the necessary animals with the identifiable qualities, we run 
the risk of making ourselves look ridiculous to the judges in the exhibitions and dog shows”. 
However, they founded the Club and they made fools of themselves. And the arguments be-
tween the members have been frightening, resulting in a disunion – the C.E.P.P.C. (Spanish 
Presa Canario Club) is no more than a group of friends with their inbred dogs – and most of 
the enthusiasts and breeders have been left out. Constance in breeding and selection is difficult, 
it´s easy to get carried away with the desire for self-importance. 

Kadul de Irema Curtó. Year 1970.
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 “The Presa Canario Dog “, was published on 13 May 1982 in the newspaper “El Dia”, in 
Santa Cruz, Tenerife and in February of 1983 a rather shortened version appeared in the maga-
zine “El Mundo del Perro”, (The World of the Dog) Madrid, under the title: A product of Lasa 
Fights : The Presa Canario Dog. In those days very little was known about the Presa Canario or 
its origin and there were only a small number, a very small number of enthusiasts. And of cour-
se, the truth is that  there really did not exist dogs that could wear the name of the Presa Cana-
rio with dignity. The vast majority of present day enthusiasts can´t even remember what those 
dogs were like and a large number had not seen them at all. Many had not yet been born. I am, 
of course talking about the true Presa Canario dog that existed in the past. Let´s be honest, and 
stop playing around, nobody really knows when this dog disappeared. Did it disappear at the 
end of the nineteenth century or the beginning of the twentieth? Nobody knows!  

 In 1982-83 the Canary Dog enthusiast knew nothing of the agreements of the Cabildos 
(Local Governing Bodies) of Betancuria, or of Tenerife, and nothing of the Tenerife bylaws. If 
by chance anyone did know anything, they were no real use, and he who used these documents 
in order to study their origin, distorted them in such a way, and gave such a confusing interpre-
tation, that instead of clarifying this very vaguely investigated subject, they, in their anxiety to 
demonstrate what is impossible to demonstrate, that is to say that the Majorero cattle dogs and 
the Presa dogs and the Canary Podencos all descended from those dogs bred by the aborigines 
before the conquest of the Canary Islands.  

 In those years of 1982 and 1983, one also ignored the existence of the agreements and 
by-laws, I also have to confess that neither had I read “Le Canarien” etc.,etc. If I had known 
about these texts, I wouldn´t have written “The Presa Canario”, or if I had, it would have been 
written differently, with more of a historical background, and I clearly wouldn´t have referred 
to the English and their fighting dogs. Certainly, my work was designed to awaken interest 
and to divulge rather than make a statement. I just wrote that the English “Appeared to be who 
brought the sport of dog fighting to the Canaries, supposedly bringing their Mastiffs, famous 
for the combats in the times of Julius Caesar, the raging bullterriers, more capable then of com-
bat with a far bigger canine opponent and winning, the Bullmastiffs, Bulldogs, etc. 

 Said Jose María Ortega y Gasset, and thus left it writing, that to understand the present 
reality is essential to have a clearly knowledge of  how it has been the past, and only thus we will 
be able to glimpse the future that approach.     Clear that Ortega talked about the past reality, 
not about the written history.                                                             

 Thus, then, to understand what happens in the Spanish Club of the Presa Canario dog 
and why, it is essential to have intensely lived the liking to the Presa Canario Dog in Tenerife 

COMMENTS ON THE PRESA CANARIO DOG

EL CLUB ESPAÑOL DEL PERRO DE PRE-
SA CANARIO Y ALGUNOS RECUERDOS
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and in Gran Canaria, to had known most of the old and new fans who have coexisted in these 
ten last years, to had seen in person the last traditional specimen of presas, to have compared 
exemplary photographed of twenty, thirty, forty, or more years.

 At the moment  one heard  with excessive frequency to unexpected people speak of 
such-and-such dog that they had in their house when they were young, of how it fought, and 
how the father or the grandfathers buried the hookah in the plowed field and  once returned at 
home he commanded to the dog to look for it, or the keys, or the sickle; or how it lay down in 
the blanket and did not leave anybody approached, and of  how  intelligent it was, that did not 
need more than to speak, and thus, these men, or ladies -there is  always some lady-, without 

knowledge, nor data or works, they call themselves  authorities, and 
they speak, and they opine.

 And of course that they can’t tell us if that multitude of canine units 
that were born, lived and died in the Canary Islands corresponded by 
their type, if they were Spanish Mastiff brought to the islands by the 
conquerors and colonists, if they were crossed of mastiff and English 
dogs, etc. etc.

 I remember that only five years ago, very frequently came by my hou-
se the actual secretary of the Spanish Club of the Presa Canario, Mr. 
Manuel Martin Bethencourt, to speak with me, to ask me what was 
that of the Presa Canario dog, that he remembered that when he was 
young he had seen some that another great and big headed dog wal-
king  behind the carts thrown by oxen in the zone of the La Laguna 
and Las Mercedes (Tenerife), and asked me for their characteristics, 
and was excited when I said him that there was need to recover the 

breed, no matter the cost, although if for that aim we need to make use of some foreign breed. 
Immediately this man posed me the necessity to found the Spanish Club of the Presa Canario 
Dog. Clear that he did not know that already some years ago one had written a letter to the 
Spanish Central Canine Society to obtain information for the foundation of the club, letter that 
never was answered, if bad non memory. Soon we did not do anything on the matter because 
we considered -some fans in Las Palmas-, that there were few presas, and that was indispensa-
ble, for the foundation of the club, to have three or four basic families who allowed us to work. 
This I had said it to Manuel Martin, but he answered me: Listen Curto, if we did not found the 
club, Juan Quevedo Martinon with his friends will founds it, and the standard of the breed will 
be elaborate taking like model his dog Felo. By the commentaries that made me, the today se-
cretary of the Spanish Club of the Presa Canario, did not feel any type of affection towards Mr. 
Quevedo, and I did not explain me why. Soon, seeing that for me the foundation of the Club 
was irrelevant at that moment due what it really worried me was the recovery of the breed, he 
did not come more by my house. Soon after, Mr. Martin Bethencourt was united to the small 
group of Mr. Quevedo, and without too many preambles they founded the club - the statutes, 
according to what I have known later, was elaborated by Enrique Fajardo, with the collabora-
tion of Jose Enrique Garcia, both whom nothing they had to do with the presa, nor believed in 
the breed-.

Don Nicolas de Vera 
with his dog of presa 
canario. Year 1930, 
jurisdiction of La 
Laguna, Tenerife
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 First we must breed, select, to cross if it is necessary, and to  fix a genetic base the most 
ample as possible with the existing dogs in Gran Canaria and Tenerife, and later the foundation 
of the club, “because if we founded the club now -I said  him- without having the necessary 
units of recognized type, we will make the ridiculous in front of the official judges in the exhi-
bitions”.

 They founded the club fast and running and have made the ridiculous. And among them 
the disputes have been fearful. Small groups have been created -the C.E.P.P.C. is not more than 
a small group of friends with their endogamous small dogs- and most of the fans and breeders, 
with their dogs, we have remained outside.

 The difficult thing is the certainty in the breed, the selection, and to begin again. And the 
easy thing is to let itself take by the eagerness to be protagonist.

Tenerife, November 1984

 “The Presa Canario Dog “, was published on 13 May 1982 in the newspaper “El Dia”, in 
Santa Cruz, Tenerife and in February of 1983 a rather shortened version appeared in the maga-
zine “El Mundo del Perro”, (The World of the Dog) Madrid, under the title: A product of Lasa 
Fights : The Presa Canario Dog. In those days very little was known about the Presa Canario or 
its origin and there were only a small number, a very small number of enthusiasts. And of cour-
se, the truth is that  there really did not exist dogs that could wear the name of the Presa Cana-
rio with dignity. The vast majority of present day enthusiasts can´t even remember what those 
dogs were like and a large number had not seen them at all. Many had not yet been born. I am, 
of course talking about the true Presa Canario dog that existed in the past. Let´s be honest, and 
stop playing around, nobody really knows when this dog disappeared. Did it disappear at the 
end of the nineteenth century or the beginning of the twentieth? Nobody knows! In 1982-83 
the Canary Dog enthusiast knew nothing of the agreements of the Cabildos (Local Governing 
Bodies) of Betancuria, or of Tenerife, and nothing of the Tenerife bylaws. If by chance anyone 
did know anything, they were no real use, and he who used these documents in order to study 
their origin, distorted them in such a way, and gave such a confusing interpretation, that instead 
of clarifying this very vaguely investigated subject, they, in their anxiety to demonstrate what is 
impossible to demonstrate, that is to say that the Majorero cattle dogs and the Presa dogs and 
the Canary Podencos all descended from those dogs bred by the aborigines before the conquest 
of the Canary Islands. In those years of 1982 and 1983, one also ignored the existence of the 
agreements and by-laws, I also have to confess that neither had I read “Le Canarien” etc.,etc. If I 
had known about these texts, I wouldn´t have written “The Presa Canario”, or if I had, it would 
have been written differently, with more of a historical background, and I clearly wouldn´t have 
referred to the English and their fighting dogs. Certainly, my work was designed to awaken 
interest and to divulge rather than make a statement. I just wrote that the English “Appeared to 
be who brought the sport of dog fighting to the Canaries, supposedly bringing their Mastiffs, 
famous for the combats in the times of Julius Caesar, the raging bullterriers, more capable then 
of combat with a far bigger canine opponent and winning, the Bullmastiffs, Bulldogs, etc.

COMMENTS ON THE PRESA CANARIO CLUB AND SOME RE-
MINISCENCES
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 In Santa Cruz de Tenerife, on 27 and 28 of October 1984, was held the IV National Ca-
nine Dog Show, in which different breeds competed for the CAC. 

 On 27 October the Presa Canario dogs were presented outside of the competition. In the 
catalogue were 4 adult tawny males, 1 adult tawny female, 5 adult brindle males – bardino is 
the Spanish term for this colour, in Tenerife also known as berdino – 4 adult brindle females, 2 
female brindle puppies, 2 male tawny puppies, a grand total of 19 animals. Only 19 animals…, 
and all from Tenerife, not one from Gran Canaria. 

 Some Gran Canary enthusiasts who had travelled to Tenerife for the event asked, How 
is this possible? I will explain. Some days before the show the Presa Canario Club, or its Presi-
dent, Secretary, and two or three other members, - the others being mere spectators – decided 

to make a pre-selection of Presa Canarios in order to 
present them at the IV National Canine Show in Te-
nerife a more uniform group, so as to appear more co-
herent. The animals selected were the property of four 
gentlemen and of course all members of the club! – 
Honorary members, an old breeder of Presa Canarios 
commented to me. 

 So, Doctor Mario Montequi presented seven 
dogs, Juan Cruz Rojas had four, Juan E. Flores Jorge 
three, Silverio Mesa had two, Juan Alvarez Perez one, 
and Luis Hernandez Martin also presented one and 
one bred by the person writing this chronicle, making 
19 dogs in total. And as you can imagine sires and fe-
males were repeated. And the quality, the standard…..
That is, they said the quality of the Presa was necessary. 
But, what quality, if they were all breeding as they each 
thought fit, it was nothing more than the result of cros-
ses with foreign breeds, crosses, that in most cases did-
n´t go any further than the second generation? And 

the colour? According to the CPPC, the coat of the Presa Canarios should be uniform: tawny 
and brindle. Why, if the Presa dogs were never selected for their colour, but for their functio-
nality?  

 The colour of the traditional Presas had always been very diverse. Black, white, complete 
brindle, complete tawny, brindle with white socks, brindle with contrasting socks and collars, 
tawny with white socks or collars , also duns and ash colour. It appeared that there was no ar-
gument about the length of the coat. In the past the majority had short coats and today all are 
short coated. 

 Clearly, the Bullmastiff are tawny or brindle, and perhaps this is the reason why these 

ABOUT THE DOG SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS

Manuel Curtó Jr. on Bandit de Irema 
Curtó
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gentlemen, in partnership, constituted as a Club, say: “The Presa Canario dog should be brindle 
or tawny”, evidently, their dogs were born brindle and tawny, and, what is more, very similar to 
the Bullmastiffs. I ask myself ´Wouldn´t it have been easier to import a lot of Bullmastiffs from 
England and present them in Tenerife, without any crossbreeding, as Presa Canarios?´ And it´s 
very possible that the judges of the Spanish Canine Centre would have been none the wiser or 
would have turned a blind eye to satisfy the enthusiasts. 

 And at last, the great day: the Presa Canarios were presented and the judge from the 
Spanish Canine Centre, Mr Alvaro de Linaje y de Leon, who acting under the direction of the 
Club began his dissertation in detail to the public, microphone in hand, with a young animal 
as example, about how the physical and typical characteristics of a Presa Canario should be. 
One by one, numbering the qualities and defects of the nineteen animals that were presented. 
Of course, nothing was mentioned about genetics, or functionality, of the different crosses 
that had been established day after day. When the spectacle was over, came the cherry on the 
cake, the official support that the club apparently needed. Official support? “Continue what 
you are doing, you have worked really well, congratulations, don´t give up, this is the way to go 
forward” were Mr. Linaje´s words (Linaje translated to English is lineage), however lineage was 
not mentioned! It is clear that the vast majority of the Presa Canario enthusiasts didn´t even go 
to the IV Exhibition in Tenerife. And it was an insignificant number of animals bred in Tenerife 
that had been presented, and none at all from Gran Canaria and what is more, excepting those 
who were at the show presenting their own dogs, no-one really took seriously what was said 
with respect to type and colour of the Presa Canarios.  

Published in the newspaper El Dia (Tenerife) 16November 1984. 

 In Santa Cruz de Tenerife, on 27 and 28 of October 1984, was held the IV National Ca-
nine Dog Show, in which different breeds competed for the CAC. 

 On 27 October the Presa Canario dogs were presented outside of the competition. In the 
catalogue were 4 adult tawny males, 1 adult tawny female, 5 adult brindle males – bardino is 
the Spanish term for this colour, in Tenerife also known as berdino – 4 adult brindle females, 2 
female brindle puppies, 2 male tawny puppies, a grand total of 19 animals. Only 19 animals…, 
and all from Tenerife, not one from Gran Canaria. 

 Some Gran Canary enthusiasts who had travelled to Tenerife for the event asked, How 
is this possible? I will explain. Some days before the show the Presa Canario Club, or its Presi-
dent, Secretary, and two or three other members, - the others being mere spectators – decided 
to make a pre-selection of Presa Canarios in order to present them at the IV National Canine 
Show in Tenerife a more uniform group, so as to appear more coherent. The animals selected 
were the property of four gentlemen and of course all members of the club! – Honorary mem-
bers, an old breeder of Presa Canarios commented to me. 

PROGNATHISM IN THE PRESA CANARIO DOG
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 So, Doctor Mario Montequi presented seven dogs, Juan Cruz Rojas had four, Juan E.  
Flores Jorge three, Silverio Mesa had two, Juan Alvarez Perez one, and Luis Hernandez Martin 
also presented one and one bred by the person writing this chronicle, making 19 dogs in total. 
And as you can imagine sires and females were repeated. And the quality, the standard…..That 
is, they said the quality of the Presa was necessary. But, what quality, if they were all breeding 
as they each thought fit, it was nothing more than the result of crosses with foreign breeds, 
crosses, that in most cases didn´t go any further than the second generation? And the colour? 
According to the CPPC, the coat of the Presa Canarios should be uniform: tawny and brindle. 
Why, if the Presa dogs were never selected for their colour, but for their functionality?  

 The colour of the traditional Presas had always 
been very diverse. Black, white, complete brindle, 
complete tawny, brindle with white socks, brind-
le with contrasting socks and collars, tawny with 
white socks or collars , also duns and ash colour. 
It appeared that there was no argument about the 
length of the coat. In the past the majority had 
short coats and today all are short coated. 

 Clearly, the Bullmastiff are tawny or brindle, and 
perhaps this is the reason why these gentlemen, in 
partnership, constituted as a Club, say: “The Presa 

Canario dog should be brindle or tawny”, evidently, their dogs were born brindle and tawny, 
and, what is more, very similar to the Bullmastiffs. I ask myself ́ Wouldn´t it have been easier to 
import a lot of Bullmastiffs from England and present them in Tenerife, without any crossbre-
eding, as Presa Canarios?´ And it´s very possible that the judges of the Spanish Canine Centre 
would have been none the wiser or would have turned a blind eye to satisfy the enthusiasts. 

 And at last, the great day: the Presa Canarios were presented and the judge from the 
Spanish Canine Centre, Mr Alvaro de Linaje y de Leon, who acting under the direction of the 
Club began his dissertation in detail to the public, microphone in hand, with a young animal 
as example, about how the physical and typical characteristics of a Presa Canario should be. 
One by one, numbering the qualities and defects of the nineteen animals that were presented. 
Of course, nothing was mentioned about genetics, or functionality, of the different crosses 
that had been established day after day. When the spectacle was over, came the cherry on the 
cake, the official support that the club apparently needed. Official support? “Continue what 
you are doing, you have worked really well, congratulations, don´t give up, this is the way to go 
forward” were Mr. Linaje´s words (Linaje translated to English is lineage), however lineage was 
not mentioned! It is clear that the vast majority of the Presa Canario enthusiasts didn´t even go 
to the IV Exhibition in Tenerife. And it was an insignificant number of animals bred in Tenerife 
that had been presented, and none at all from Gran Canaria and what is more, excepting those 
who were at the show presenting their own dogs, no-one really took seriously what was said 
with respect to type and colour of the Presa Canarios.  

Published in the newspaper El Dia (Tenerife) 16November 1984. 

Because, dog of Presa Canario (years 70), 
property of Guillermo “of the Mercedes”,
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 Speaking about the physical and psychological attributes of the present-day Presa Ca-
nario dogs (of the last three to four years), is there any similarity with their predecessors? No! 
Was the cutting answer I received from an old dog-fighter in Tenerife. Those dogs, the tradi-
tional Presas, from the land, were more solemn and serious, less playful, more distrustful with 
strangers. And they were quite silent, barking very little, their bark being hollow and deep. And 
they wouldn´t bite unless there was a good reason to do so. Its simple presence and growl were 
enough to dissuade any stranger. And there was no joking with other dogs. They didn´t even 
respect the hunting dogs, for this reason, 
the hunters kept their dogs well away 
from the Presas, and the same can be 
said for the Zatos (tiny dogs of no par-
ticular breed around 15-20 centimetres 
high). This very peculiar behavior of the 
Presas of the time caused many lawsuits 
between neighbours and others.  

 A Presa Canario was capable of 
accepting a beating without blinking. 
And be careful with him…., he was a fri-
ghtening adversary.  

 Santos El Verga (from La Espe-
ranza in Tenerife) told me that on one 
occasion he was bustling about in his 
kitchen and Valiente (his Presa dog) was 
lying in the doorway. When he wanted 
to go out, the dog without moving an 
eyelid began to growl, as if to say “lea-
ve me alone, I´m very comfortable here”. 
But Santos, being countryfolk and very 
used to treat with animals, picked up a 
stick (that he kept behind the door) and 
after ordering the dog, “ Out!”, and see-
ing that the dog  continued to growl, he 
gave him a good beating. But Valiente was not intimidated. With each blow the animal backed 
away but he continued to growl. And so they continued, man and dog for approximately thirty 
or forty metres to the beginning of the pathway. Once there and the human realizing he had 
won the match, he clicked his fingers and spoke reassuringly to the dog. Immediately, the dog´s 
posture and expression changed and as though nothing had happened, trotted happily behind 
his owner.  

 From my point of view, this anecdote describes perfectly the disposition of the ancient 
Presa Canario dog. It was rustic, created by rough, simple men to perform hard work. Can we 

QUALITIES OF THE PRESA CANARIO

Santos “ElVerga” in the 70s with his Presa Canario dog 
named Valiente. He left no offspring.
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find these characteristics in today´s Presas produced by cross-breeding?  

 In the most part, I think not. I have trained some of these modern day Presas and there 
is no similarity to those characteristics that distinguished the ancient dog, the ancient breed of 
Presa, and that is the honest truth. The majority of canine breeds that are bred today, are done 
so from a commercial perspective. They are presented at shows to compete for beauty, and 
therefore are valued for this reason. We live in a capricious society, of fleeting fashions, lack of 
utility, consuming just for the pleasure of consuming. Dogs are purchased just to own a dog, 
or as company, or for any reason, any reason apart for being useful. Of course these dogs can´t 
(shouldn´t) be rustic, in any case only in appearance, not in behavior. In this society, dogs 
should be sociable, delicate, tame, and feminine. In the exhibitions, dogs need to have manners. 

One of the ways, perhaps the only way 
that dogs are able to learn to behave in 
these socioeconomic events is if they lose 
spirit, energy, strength, temperament. 
The product of these dog show animals 
is, are in the majority of the specimens 
used, to re-create the Presa Canario dog. 
on top of this and to make matters worse, 
there is no interest in the quality of the 
temperament.  

 In this way the enthusiasts are ha-
ppy. So we find, unthinkable in the an-
cient Presa Canario, that a simple Ma-
jorero Stock dog can give a beating to a 
present day crossbreed which the mem-
bers of the Presa Canario Club call Presa 
Canarios.   
It´s true that some of the imported Presas 
(Bulldog, Bullmastins, Bordeaux Dogo 
etc.) are fearsome, but only in appearan-
ce. 
 
 And these Presa Canarios (that at 
the moment, I prefer to call crossbreeds, 
because that is their reality) are presen-
ted with the full support of the Presa Ca-
nario Club in the official canine exhibi-
tions and other events. And why do they 
present them?  

 I have heard judges of the dog world talking about the work capacity of the Presa Cana-
rios, of their strong temperament, of their bravery, of their grip in the fight with other dogs, of 
their extraordinary quality as a guard dog and defense etc. ,etc. But how is this demonstrated 

Santos “El Verga” years 1970, with his sons and his dog 
Valiente, mounted on a car of stakes. Llano del Moro, 

municipality of El Rosario (Tenerife).
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in these shows? Has one of these representative gentleman seen one of these dogs, fighting or 
guarding or defending?  

 What is more, have the members of the P.C.C seen them? If they standout for any of the 
above mentioned qualities, nobody or very few people know. It must be said that these qualities 
are supposed to exist, just as we suppose that a soldier is brave.   

 The Presa Canarios are taken to shows so that people see can them, so that the officials 
of the Canine Centre recognize them as a Canary breed and in extension a Spanish breed. This 
is not only shameful but borders on madness. At this stage it is madness to try and pull the 
wool over our eyes. It is madness to try and sell a canine breed to the Canary people that for the 
moment doesn´t exist, touching the Nationalist pride. Nobody, who has a little intelligence, a 
minimum of canine knowledge and a sense of history and a respect for the truth would become 
involved in such a mess.  

 No-one can change the past or the present. Perhaps, we can do something about the fu-
ture, no more than this. So, will the future of the Presa Canario be similar to its past, of Spanish 
origin, and not Guanche (Canary aborigine) as some members of Solidaridad Canario (Canary 
Nationalist Association)would like, or English, as Mr Martin Bethencourt, secretary in func-
tions of the Presa Canario Club would like, showing very little knowledge or maybe who has 
other interests. Time will tell!  

Published by the Author in the newspaper El Dia 21 November 1985 

 Speaking about the physical and psychological attributes of the present-day Presa Ca-
nario dogs (of the last three to four years), is there any similarity with their predecessors? No! 
Was the cutting answer I received from an old dog-fighter in Tenerife. Those dogs, the tradi-
tional Presas, from the land, were more solemn and serious, less playful, more distrustful with 
strangers. And they were quite silent, barking very little, their bark being hollow and deep. And 
they wouldn´t bite unless there was a good reason to do so. Its simple presence and growl were 
enough to dissuade any stranger. And there was no joking with other dogs. They didn´t even 
respect the hunting dogs, for this reason, the hunters kept their dogs well away from the Presas, 
and the same can be said for the Zatos (tiny dogs of no particular breed around 15-20 centime-
tres high). This very peculiar behavior of the Presas of the time caused many lawsuits between 
neighbours and others.  

 A Presa Canario was capable of accepting a beating without blinking. And be careful 
with him…., he was a frightening adversary.  

 Santos El Verga (from La Esperanza in Tenerife) told me that on one occasion he was 
bustling about in his kitchen and Valiente (his Presa dog) was lying in the doorway. When 
he wanted to go out, the dog without moving an eyelid began to growl, as if to say “leave me 

THE PRESA CANARIO A FRAUD
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alone, I´m very comfortable here”. But Santos, being countryfolk and very used to treat with 
animals, picked up a stick (that he kept behind the door) and after ordering the dog, “ Out!”, 
and seeing that the dog  continued to growl, he gave him a good beating. But Valiente was not 
intimidated. With each blow the animal backed away but he continued to growl. And so they 
continued, man and dog for approximately thirty or forty metres to the beginning of the pa-
thway. Once there and the human realizing he had won the match, he clicked his fingers and 

spoke reassuringly to the dog. Immediately, 
the dog´s posture and expression changed 
and as though nothing had happened, trot-
ted happily behind his owner.  

 From my point of view, this anecdote des-
cribes perfectly the disposition of the an-
cient Presa Canario dog. It was rustic, crea-
ted by rough, simple men to perform hard 
work. Can we find these characteristics in 
today´s Presas produced by cross-breeding?  

 In the most part, I think not. I have trai-
ned some of these modern day Presas and 
there is no similarity to those characteristics 
that distinguished the ancient dog, the an-
cient breed of Presa, and that is the honest 
truth. The majority of canine breeds that are 
bred today, are done so from a commercial 
perspective. They are presented at shows to 
compete for beauty, and therefore are valued 
for this reason. We live in a capricious so-
ciety, of fleeting fashions, lack of utility, con-
suming just for the pleasure of consuming. 
Dogs are purchased just to own a dog, or as 
company, or for any reason, any reason apart 

for being useful. Of course these dogs can´t (shouldn´t) be rustic, in any case only in appea-
rance, not in behavior. In this society, dogs should be sociable, delicate, tame, and feminine. In 
the exhibitions, dogs need to have manners. One of the ways, perhaps the only way that dogs 
are able to learn to behave in these socioeconomic events is if they lose spirit, energy, strength, 
temperament. The product of these dog show animals is, are in the majority of the specimens 
used, to re-create the Presa Canario dog. On top of this and to make matters worse, there is no 
interest in the quality of the temperament.  

 In this way the enthusiasts are happy. So we find, unthinkable in the ancient Presa Cana-
rio, that a simple Majorero Stock dog can give a beating to a present day crossbreed which the 
members of the Presa Canario Club call Presa Canarios.   

 It´s true that some of the imported Presas (Bulldog, Bullmastins, Bordeaux Dogo etc.) 

Acerina Curtó Guillén, aged five, with his puppy of 
Presa Canario César de Irema Curtó.

Year 1990.
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are fearsome, but only in appearance.  

 And these Presa Canarios (that at the moment, I prefer to call crossbreeds, because that 
is their reality) are presented with the full support of the Presa Canario Club in the official 
canine exhibitions and other events. And 
why do they present them?  

 I have heard judges of the dog 
world talking about the work capacity of 
the Presa Canarios, of their strong tem-
perament, of their bravery, of their grip 
in the fight with other dogs, of their ex-
traordinary quality as a guard dog and 
defense etc. ,etc. But how is this demons-
trated in these shows? Has one of these 
representative gentleman seen one of 
these dogs, fighting or guarding or de-
fending?  

 What is more, have the members 
of the P.C.C seen them? If they standout 
for any of the above mentioned qualities, 
nobody or very few people know. It must 
be said that these qualities are supposed 
to exist, just as we suppose that a soldier 
is brave.   

 The Presa Canarios are taken to 
shows so that people see can them, so 
that the officials of the Canine Centre re-
cognize them as a Canary breed and in 
extension a Spanish breed. This is not only shameful but borders on madness. At this stage it is 
madness to try and pull the wool over our eyes. It is madness to try and sell a canine breed to 
the Canary people that for the moment doesn´t exist, touching the Nationalist pride. Nobody, 
who has a little intelligence, a minimum of canine knowledge and a sense of history and a res-
pect for the truth would become involved in such a mess.  

 No-one can change the past or the present. Perhaps, we can do something about the fu-
ture, no more than this. So, will the future of the Presa Canario be similar to its past, of Spanish 
origin, and not Guanche (Canary aborigine) as some members of Solidaridad Canario (Canary 
Nationalist Association)would like, or English, as Mr Martin Bethencourt, secretary in func-
tions of the Presa Canario Club would like, showing very little knowledge or maybe who has 
other interests. Time will tell!  

Published by the Author in the newspaper El Dia 21 November 1985 

Bandit de Irema Curtó in attack. Coach, Manuel Fer-
nández.
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Dear Mr Curtó:  

 Firstly,I would like to present myself, I am an enthusiast of the Presa Canario, and as such 
very worried about the moment this breed is currently living, and therefore very interested in 
its origins. I must confess that I admire the interest that you have for the breed especially given 
that during such a long time this animal was considered something rather exotic and with no 
real definition.  

 I have had the opportunity to read some of your articles, regretting that they have not 
also been published in the newspapers of Las Palmas given their interest. I believe that we 
coincide in opinion on many aspects. But above all in the absurd change of image that has been 
made of this breed and that runs the risk of losing the real character of this breed.  

 It is a shame that the clubs that endeavor to recover these animals (or should I say the 
breed) entangle in experiments and crosses of a very doubtful origin.  

 In a brief trip to Tenerife I met the secretary, whom I believe to be the brain of the official 
club (Manuel Martin Bethencourt), and after showing me numerous photographs of his dogs 
and discussing ideas and impressions, I have to say that I don´t coincide with his theories at 
all. I have still not been able to understand if this club is trying to create a decorative dog or on 
the contrary if the endeavor is to adapt a standard to the litters that they are producing from 
strange crosses. On the other hand, the representative of Gran Canary, in spite of showing great 
interest in maintaining  the character, he is moving away from the most typical specimens and 
focusing on more recent animals, therefore I am afraid that the more primitive dog is being 
lost.  

 For many years now, I have debated in continuous contradictions regarding the Presa 
Canario breed, and I believe that the most valid alternative is to focus on the purity of those 
former animals of the past and forget the crosses with other breeds, that can only result in more 
problems in the selection.  

 Following these lines, some friends and I have endeavored to maintain what I believe to 
be the oldest blood line of Gran Canary that is preserved, that of Juan Santana in Arucas. In 
this way I avoid the dog shows, where one has to withstand a variety of makeshift experts from 
the dog world and charming judges who appear to know everything to the point where they are 
capable of awarding a prize to a first generation Bullmastiff cross and two second generation 
Napolitan Mastin crosses. Therefore, I just continue to work with those animals that I consider 
to be the most typical, and meanwhile investigate some grey points of the origin of the breed. 
It is for this reason that I would like to know your opinion about the following aspects.  

 I am aware of two theories relating to the origin of the Presa Canario.  

 One, from the texts of Pepito Ojeda, q.e.p.d (which I think the club in Tenerife have had 
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access), who relates the Majorero dog with the English Bulldog, in 50%, and another, defended 
by Manuel Sanz Timón, who states that they descended from the importation of the Presas 
from the Spanish mainland.  

 I would be grateful for your opinion on these points. In second place I would like to hear 
your opinion on the lineage of Juanito Santana, that, as I indicated before, awakens in me a 
great interest, as, in spite of certain defects, I consider it to be almost ideal.  
I have seen many dog fights in my life, and my experience confirms the difficulty for the dog 
suffering prognathism to maintain the grip, however Mr Sanz Timon has reaffirmed recently 
that prognathism helps the gripping function. Would this gentleman be referring to the seizing 
of cattle, or an incongruity of such a respectable cinofilo?  

 The sparse bibliography relating to the Presa Canario makes it very difficult to recons-
truct its history.  

 I have over time collected a few photographs and information of old dogs, to which I owe 
a lot of what I know about them. But to avoid boring you any more I would just like to say that 
I would appreciate an exchange of ideas about this subject in the near future. Without anything 
further at the moment, and hoping to receive your reply, I remain.  

Yours sincerely, 

Clemente Reyes Santana Galdar, 29 December 1985 

Mr Clemente Reyes Santana 
Galdar – Gran Canary  

 Dear Friend I have read your letter of last year dated 29 December 1985. You mention 
several questions to which I would like to try to answer. 

 I will begin by saying that the truth is that very little is known about “The Presa Canario 
dog”. Consequently, we are only able to surmise although there are facts, very ancient historical 
facts that can transmit a lot to he who has the interest and desire to understand. 

 These islands were conquered (as is generally said) and colonized by adventurers from 
the mainland (at the beginning, also by the French). 

 When these people arrived, the islanders only had small dogs, which the invaders called, 
using the Castilian of the day, “zatos “ or “gozques” and which the locals (Tenerife) called “can-
chas”. Later, archeology has proven this information to be true. 

 However, we cannot say the same about those large dogs, some say were bred by the 
aborigines and continue to insist on demonstrating as being true. Nowadays, no self-respecting 
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historian will uphold such a strange theory, what is more, the modern day historians also tota-
lly question the theory that the Canary Islands were named thus for the many large dogs that 
were said to have inhabited them (see “Historia General de las Islas Canarias, - General History 
of the Canary Islands, written by Agustin Millares Torres). 

 The first presas (they are so called in the ancient documents, after the conquest of the 
Canary Islands, of course) were brought, it appears, to the islands by the Spanish. Juan de Be-
thencourt brought the first ones on returning to the islands after his audience with Enrique III 
of Castilla. And he didn´t only bring Presas, he also brought stock dogs (from which the ma-
jorero stock dog of today descended from), retrievers, lebreles (podencos for hunting rabbits 
that had also been introduced into the islands by the Spanish) and “large dogs”, that could have 
been Spanish Mastiffs. 

 If you have the opportunity read (you may have already done so) the Tenerife by-laws 
and the Agreements of the Cabildos of Tenerife and Fuerteventura, from the first to the last 
page, so that you can get an idea of the extraordinary contribution (for good or bad) made by 
the Spanish people from the mainland, from whom the majority of the present day Canary 
inhabitants have descended from, in terms of animals of different species, industry, customs, 
social organization, laws, culture, and so many other things. 

 Certainly, in the myths and legends of Gran Canary and La Palma there is mention of a 
large dog with abundant hair, but, did these dogs really exist at all amongst the indigenous of 
these isles? My opinion is no. More probable is that the North African ancestors of those abo-
rigines bred them on the continent.  

 So, my belief is that the ancient Presa Canario, the traditional Presa found in all the is-
lands, arrived after the Conquest. If, later on, with time, owing to isolation and who knows if 
with some cross breeding, intentionally or not, produced an animal different to the one from 
the mainland, is another matter. And these presas have been reproducing until the seventies, 
more or less. When I arrived in Las Palmas, eighteen years ago, it was still possible to see one 
or another animal that could be classed as purebred, but the truth is they were very few and far 
between. 

 In these moments, nobody can claim, with a minimum of honesty, that they own one of 
those animals. I know the present day bloodlines and I would dare to say that now there are no 
descendants from those Presas, even crosses of fifty or even twenty-five per cent. 

 I knew Juan Santana, from a region further on from Bañaderos (I can´t remember the 
name of the place), when he had the chicken farm, which is today a block of apartments, and I 
knew the older Presa enthusiasts, Salvadorito ( who was at the time the watchman of the new 
warehouses on the exterior dock), and a Francisco Santana Santana, and numerous others. I 
know that those men, in their youth were great fans of the dog fights. By the way, I remember a 
dog belonging to Doctor Martiñon junior from Galdar, trained by Mr Ojeda, who passed away 
some years ago. I had some dealings with Dr. Martiñon, and his father, also a doctor (now de-
ceased), and his wife, Catalan like myself. 
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 With respect to whether or not the Presa Canario was the product of a cross between 
a Majorero stock dog and an English Bulldog, I´m inclined to think that this cross took place 
well into the present century. I don´t believe that whilst the ancient presas existed, with their 
ferocity and capacity to seize and capture, any notice was taken of the English Bulldog, and 
even less if we take into account the difficulties that this can has to seize its prey, owing to the 
exaggerated prognathism and respiratory difficulties. With respect to whether the “boquino ” 
(Andalusian word for a person or animal that owing to a defect is unable to close the lips com-
pletely) dog is more efficient in the capture and seizure of its prey, it is not true. I have written 
about this in several articles published in the newspaper El Dia 

 The dog fighter is who knows more 
about this, it cannot be found in the library. All 
the old dog- fighters with whom I have dealt 
detest the “boquino” dogs. The pincer bite or 
the scissor bite is ideal. And the seizing of the 
cow or the ox is the same as of the dog. The 
function is the same. The question is in seizing 
and not losing the prey. But, you know that the 
quality of the prey depends on the courage and 
strength of the dog. Perfect teeth are its tool (it 
isn´t necessary to to say that a good brain is es-
sential), but if there is no structure, no motor, 
there is no dog. 

 I imagine that you are aware that my re-
lationship with Mr. Martin Bethencourt is ra-
ther hostile. I met this gentleman six and a half 
years ago when he came to my house after see-
ing an advertisement of mine for Presa dogs. I 
sold him a dog, his first dog named Mahán. I 
don’t think I will offend or lie when I say that 
this gentleman had absolutely no idea about the Presa Canario. Later, he returned to my house 
with his family and on various occasions and as is normal in these circumstances, I told him 
what I knew about these dogs. Sometime after I gave him a puppy as a gift, the niece of Mahán, 
a fifty per cent cross with a Bulldog. This puppy is Teguise de Irema Curtó, mother of one of 
his most useful dogs named Patagón. Maybe you know of him. Later, it appears  he was crossed 
with a Majorero stock dog, with a Bullmastiff, with a Bordeaux Bulldog, etc. ( I cannot prove 
this). 

 And, what does Mr Secretary of the C.E.P.P.C. say to the enthusiasts with whom he deals? 
I only know what he writes, that by the way isn´t very asserted. Now he has embarked on trying 
to convince the Spanish Canine Centre to recognize “his Presa dog” as soon as possible. This 
dog is (should be according to them/him) only tawny coated and brindle, when it is extremely 
well known that the Presas of the land , the true Canary Presas, were brindle, tawny, white, 

Ohiyesa Curtó Delgado with Néstor de Irema
Curtó.
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black, and patched. I have made this known to the Spanish Canine Centre with the goal (and 
the hope) that they are not fooled by this gentleman. Of course I will do everything that is in my 
hand to stop the Canine Society recognizing such a dog. And if things get ugly, we will need to 
get signatures (as many as we can) and send them along with a letter to that society so that they 
don´t continue with the action. 

 Hoping to have answered all the questions you have raised in your letter, this enthusiast 
of the Presa Canario and Majorero stock dog, of which I have some very worthy examples, 
sends his best regards. 

 Manuel Curtó Gracia. 

 To talk today about the Presa Canario is no easy task. It is posible to say a lot about tho-
se multiple and diverse animals. Six or seven years back it was possible for one to refer to the 
past, to speak about the small number that were left in that moment, no more. And one could 
talk about the future. But, what is the future? A short time ago I read an interview conduc-

ted by Francisco Umbral (journalist and poet) 
with a veteran actor of the theatre and cinema 
(Luis Escobar), who said that the future is the 
only possible reality, all we have. This actor is 
no fool. The past no longer exists, except in our 
memory. The present is no more than a con-
cept. The future, however, is something very 
different. We all have a future for which we 
live, and that motivates us. The future is our 
reason to live. In the future we can be grand, 
poor or miserable, fortunate, rich, happy or 
not. In conclusion, the future, is what we yearn 
for. Six or seven years ago several Presa Cana-
rio enthusiasts from Tenerife and Gran Cana-
ria spoke with great illusion each in our own 
circle of friends and acquaintances, of our pre-
sent and future dogs. And we had projects , of 

course. However, the plans of the enthusiasts of Gran Canaria were not the same or even si-
milar to those of the people from Tenerife. In Gran Canaria the dogs were bred focusing on 
dog-fighting amongst other things, which is to say that the hunter wants his dog for hunting 
so the best dog is the one that claims the most pieces. The best Presa therefore is the bravest, 
the most powerful, and the one without a rival. In Tenerife the projects, with maybe a rare 
exception, responded to other ideas. The thought was (is) in a Presa dog not for the seizing of 
prey, in other words a dairy cow that doesn´t have to be milked. In short, a dairy cow only in 
appearance. 

THE PRESENT DAY PRESA CANARIO

Dama II de Irema Curtó.
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 And what has happened? What is happening? I have already mentioned that it isn´t easy 
to talk, today, about the Presa Canario. The people from Gran Canaria, seeing that the Presa 
dog was something of the past, because there really were no existing examples, decided to 
cross. The truth is that they had already been doing crosses for a few years, but very discreetly 
and without making any noise. The positive was that it was possible to do this without any great 
economical effort.  

 Gustavo Rodriguez had English and 
Neapolitan Mastiffs, which had been impor-
ted from England and Italy. This breeder soon 
got tired of these molossers – he liked the 
Doberman – so he sold them –before Gusta-
vo Rodriguez, Jose Castellano imported the 
Neapolitan Mastiffs, – and they didn´t waste 
any time before crossing them, thinking in the 
dog-fights. Juan Santana, associate to the lo-
cal Judge, Jaime de Lorenzo, benefited from a 
purchase. On a visit I made to Gran Canaria , I 
visited his kennels in the lower part of Arucas, 
(I was accompanied by the actual secretary of 
the CEPPC, Manuel Martin Bethencourt, to-
day both of us irreconcilable). 

 I saw some different breeds, Great Dane, English Mastiff, English Bulldog, Staffordshire 
Bullterrier, and a female Majorero stock dog with a brindle coat. These dogs were there to be 
crossed focusing on the Presa Canario. 

 Don Manuel Aleman, the local butcher in Arucas, a great dog-fight enthusiast, also be-
nefitted from this purchase. Mr Aleman was the owner of Guanche, trained by Pepe Ojeda 
from Galdar. My dog Piba was the sister of Guanche, but even though I insisted, he refused to 
allow me to photograph. In Mr Aleman´s kennels I saw a black female Neapolitan Mastiff, two 
German Mastiffs, a Doberman, and two or three crosses of Doberman, almost adults, two or 
three Neapolitan Mastiff crosses (with I don’t know what). On another visit to Gran Canaria, 
I saw fifty per cent crosses of Neapolitan Mastiffs, and crosses of Bullterrier, Mastiff, Majorero 
stock dog with Neapolitan Mastiff, of Bulldog with I don’t know what and several other crosses, 
without forgetting the Bullmastiff crosses. It is public knowledge that these dogs fought. 

 About a year ago I was invited to a concentration of Presa Canarios – when I say Presa 
Canarios, I don´t mean the breed – they were going to measure up these so called Presas to 
create the future standard pattern. 

 I still have several photographs taken at this concentration of dogs, that if at this time 
have a lot of interest, in the future they will have a lot more. The animals that I saw and photo-
graphed (with the kind authorization of their owners) were product of the before mentioned 
crosses, and of course there was no regularity. Some were more Neapolitan Mastiff, others more 

Electra de Irema Curtó.



44

Bullterrier, others more Mastiff, others more Bullmastiff and so on. That day I had a private in-
vitation to assist a “pechada” (Canary style dog-fight) in an unknown venue, invitation which I 
had to decline, owing to my return flight to Tenerife which coincided with the time of the fight. 

 In that concentration of Presas they spoke to me about Berry, the dog of Tauro, fifty per 
cent Neapolitan Mastiff, and also the dog of Salvador, the photographer of San José whom I al-
ready knew, also fifty percent Neapolitan Mastiff. Of course the concentration wasn´t complete 
without Demetrio Trujillo with some of his jet black dogs, and some old enthusiasts that are too 
numerous to mention. 

 One of them took me aside and said: “In Tenerife, they don’t know what a dog is worth 
because they don´t have pechadas (Canary style fights with the participation of the cow)”. But 
the club is in Tenerife, I said to him joking, 

“Forget them! What we are interested in is to breed good Presa dogs, the breed will appear on 
its own. We will make our dogs a breed, step by step, but a breed with two …”  

 Now to be thorough, let´s dedicate some 
lines about what has been done and what is 
being done in Tenerife. There were no dog-fi-
ghts on this island and there are no supporters 
even if there had been. And although they be-
gan sometime after their counterparts of Gran 
Canaria, they did cross as well. And allow me 
to mention some of the amateur cross-bree-
ders, and I hope I don’t upset anyone. Before 
the foundation of the Spanish Presa Canario 
Club, crosses were being done but without any 
vigor or at least in the last three years. The cu-
rious thing is, that those who cross most and 
with the most diverse breeds are members of 
this club. This has an explanation, because as 
some of them allege, they are recuperating “the 
breed”, the Presa Canario, that they declare da-
tes back several centuries. Of course from the 
President down to the last member (the truth is there are very few members for the number 
of enthusiasts and breeders that exist) nobody owns one of these ancient Presas, which I call 
traditional. The members of the CEPPC have only and only cross with Bullmastiff (Doctor Ma-
rio Montequi and Mr Martin Bethencourt), with Bordeaux Mastiff, Majorero Stock dog, Bull-
dog (Mr Martin Bethencourt), with Staffordshire Bullterrier, Argentine Mastiff (Doctor Mario 
Montequi, I believe). Other members have crossed, before or after the creation of the club, with 
Boxer, Great Dane, Majorero stock dog, German shepherd, Flanders Boyero, English Bulldog 
and other breeds. 

 And the CEPPC continues to reaffirm that of “we are recuperating the breed”. But, what 

Presa Canario dog of Tenerife (year 1950), pro-
perty of Sr. Saavedra.
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breed? We think of a breed, they think of a breed, but the way things are we can´t speak of such 
breed. The Spanish Canine Centre can come, the Judges, invited by the Club can come, they can 
present projects for the standard, but the only thing that is important are the dogs, their diversi-
ty and their origin. The enthusiasts from Gran Canaria, who are completely ignored by the club 
members, say that the Presas from Gran Canaria should be taken into account, and observed 
carefully: they should be tracked. The importance doesn’t reside in presenting in dog shows or 
what the judges say (these are usually foreigners and have no knowledge of the canine reality), 
or what the direction of the CEPPC say or write putting up smoke screens to hide the reality. 
Another fact that shouldn’t be ignored is that in Tenerife they breed meek and submissive dogs, 
mostly lacking temperament. The temperament of the animal is not contemplated, its bravery, 
its nobility of character, its real fortitude. What is contemplated is purely the appearance, the 
colour (brindle or tawny). 

 In Gran Canaria, colour holds very little importance. Going back a long time dogs were 
selected for their aptitudes, not for their colour. Black or white, brindle or tawny, spotted or 
not, it wasn’t important. “A good attack and a firm and steady hold of the prey”, those were the 
essential qualities for a good Presa Canario. The dog that combined these characteristics could 
never be submissive with strangers, or cowardly or timid nor would be indecisive in biting the 
human intruder. Well, that is a good guard dog and the future defender of home and property. 
The future is a reality that we walk step by step, The Presa Canario is created minute by minute, 
day by day, year by year, in Tenerife and in Gran Canaria, superior in Gran Canaria (we shall 
see if time proves me right or wrong). 

 However, one thing has to be made clear, and that is that the Presa Canario is not yet a 
breed. The Presa Canario exists in a diversity of examples, but none have anything to do with 
the breed. The fact that the CEPPC thinks that brainwashing the members of the Spanish Cani-
ne Centre (without wasting any time) to recognize the breed, is something that doesn´t worry 
me in the least.  

 Everything holds up on paper. The situation is in the hands of he who breeds the Presa 
Canario. 

 So, what is the author´s interest in not recognizing the breed at this time? The author is 
thinking of the future Presa Canario, regular in its entirety, with a good conformation, extraor-
dinary temperament, and with the traditional coat, which can be, brindle, tawny, brindle and 
white, tawny and white, ash coloured, tabby and black. And all with a pincer or scissor bite. 
This was the Presa Canario before it disappeared. 

Published by the author in the magazine El Mundo del Perro in February 1986. 
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 Yes, the first Exposition of the Presa Canario has been and gone, the nerves and anxiety, 
the euphoria, the worry. This first exposition had, has had, two perfectly defined faces, unmis-
takably two sides of the same coin. To take stock would be very complicated, irritating, even 
dangerous, because it would be going back over what has already been covered, what has alre-
ady been denounced, it would be …to start the controversy all over again, and at this time it 
isn´t necessary because now things are completely different, as we shall see. 

 On 18 October 1986, in a 
chamber of sessions of the Parque 
Cultural Viera y Clavijo (previously 
used as a school) in Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife, here we were assembled, the 
direction of the Spanish Presa Cana-
rio Club, a vet in representation of the 
Department of Agriculture, livestock 
and fisheries, The President of the 
Spanish Royal Society Canine Cen-
tre, a member of the Commission of 
Spanish Canine Breeds (of the Spani-
sh Canine Centre), the President of 
the Canary Canine Centre, based in 
Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, and a few 
others who were there more out of 
curiosity than anything else. 

 In this meeting-assembly many things were mentioned. No underlying problems were 
dealt with but things were said. The President of the Canine Centre spoke out and the Repre-
sentative of the Commission of Spanish Breeds also spoke out. Important things were mentio-
ned, transcendental things although maybe only for some. 

 It didn’t appear so. They said that it was necessary to end the controversy. We had to join 
together, that the work was going to be challenging. We had the foundation, the framework 
(dogs) to work with. Recognition was not an easy goal. It would be years, but the International 
Canine Breeders were waiting, awaiting the Presa Canario, and that we had to abandon our 
conflicts for the good of the Canary dog. The intervention of the members of the Spanish Ca-
nine Centre was passionate to say the least, they were trying to convince, and it was what was 
needed, given the circumstances. If we didn´t go forward with the Presa Canario everything 
would go to waste. And they were right. Kingdoms of Taifa (situations of disorder and anarchy) 
don’t benefit anyone, especially the Presa Canario that still has to become a recognized breed. 
Something did become crystal clear,however, and that was that the presa canario (small letters 
in this moment) is not yet a breed, but it can become one if we make an effort, but using our in-
telligence. Put out all the bells and whistles and say, “Because the Presa Canario dog is…….” is 
a tremendous error. Evidently, in this first exposition it was clear that this is true. Brindle dogs 

THE FIRST REGIONAL EXPOSITION OF THE PRESA CANARIO 
HAS ALREADY HAPPENED
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yes, and tawny dogs as well but all completely different one from another, differences in breed 
so obvious that even the least knowledgeable could notice.  

In this general assembly (it occurred to me to give it this name just to call it something) the 
tension was palpable, and the public interventions were very few and far between (maybe three 
or four), It was logical that it wasn´t otherwise. The session ended and everyone went outside, 
into the open air, to stretch their legs, and comment, to speak and contradict, to criticize, some 
frowning, others happy, some perhaps with a sensation of vanquish, but who did they vanqui-
sh? 

 Of course, they didn’t know, al-
most all that were there, and shortly after 
(a requisition of the Gran Canaria club 
not the CEPPC as someone claims), ei-
ght people got together round a table in 
the Taberna Aleman. These people were 
going to deal with fundamental issues 
that were by-passed in the “general as-
sembly”. They were going to discuss and 
determine, because things were still not 
clear, in fact nothing was yet clear. The-
re had been a long drawn out controver-
sy around the Presa Canario. Recovery 
or reconstruction, breed or no breed, 
should there be a Spanish Presa Canario 
club or not. There in the basement or wherever of the Taberna Alemana, around a table, were 
seated: the President of the Spanish Canine Centre, the member of the commission of Spanish 
canine breeds, the President of the Canary Canine Society, the vet delegate of the Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, The Chief Editor of the magazine “El Mundo del Perro”, and sea-
ted to one side as a listener, the President of the Presa Canario club of Tenerife, his secretary, 
the President of the Presa Canario Club in Las Palmas and myself. (The Spanish Presa Canario 
Club had made several underhand attempts to block this meeting). 

 The President of the Spanish Canine Society and the representative of the Commission 
of Spanish Canine Breeds, tried, as they had done in the general assembly, to convince, to unite, 
one and another from both sides but….the gentlemen from The Spanish Presa Canario club 
displayed their will to negotiate, as was expected and desired. And the President of the Presa 
Canario club of Gran Canario and myself made an effort to make it understood that the Presa 
Canario was/is something that belongs to all the enthusiasts and breeders, not a privileged few 
and no-one was better than anyone else in its recovery/ and after an opportune intervention 
from the President of the Canary Canine Society it was agreed: 

 Every year an exposition of Presa Canarios will take place in Tenerife in which all enthu-
siasts may participate. There would be no preselection, no dog would be left out owing to this 
or that characteristic. This point is important, very important. In this way it is possible to show 
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everyone the reality of the presas in the Canaries. Because, there are a great number of presas 
with something to say, be they typical or not, short muzzled or not, brindle, tawny, spotted, etc. 

 And also a yearly exposition of similar characteristics in Gran Canaria. 

 Hopefully, these agreements will be fulfilled, for the good of the Presa Canario, patri-
mony of all the Canary people, not just a few. With the intervention of the Commission of 
Spanish canine breeds, year after year in Gran Canaria and in Tenerife, with their assessment, 
their arbitration, their notes and memorandums, taken regularly in each exposition, the presa 
canario (small letters at the moment), will little by little become The Presa Canario. (Capital 
letters) 

 It was said and it was agreed, we agreed in that session behind closed doors (although 
the door was not closed and someone was there listening very attentively to everything that was 
said and dealt with) that every year we would hold a meeting, a round table, with enthusiasts 
from Tenerife and Gran Canaria and members from the Spanish Canine Breeds Commission, 
to discuss the steps  to take in the breeding and selection of the Presa Canario dog. This will 
be done among equals, those from Tenerife and those from Gran Canaria and nobody will be 
above anyone else, and the only protagonist will be: The Presa Canario dog. 

Published by the author in the newspaper El Dia 31 December 1986 and also in the magazine, 

El Mundo del Perro edition 81, December 1986. 

 Miss Josefina Gomez-Toldrá, Mr Salvador Gómez-Toldrá, Ladies and gentlemen from 
Planeta Agostini (editorial): The Presa Canario dog is not a breed, it will be a breed. This is what 
we desire and hope for, and many enthusiasts in the Canaries work to accomplish this goal. 

 It will be a real breed in some years, the same way it was years ago, hundreds of years ago. 
I have read very carefully the booklet published by Planeta-Agostini titled, “The Presa Canario 
dog (Canary fighting dog)”. I think that they have done a disservice, not to the presa canario, 
that is being bred at this time, that isn´t yet a breed, rather to the future Presa Canario. 

 The pursuit of the limelight makes a lot of people make mistakes. To be the first, (salti 
qui salti, peti qui peti – a refrain in catalan meaning “no matter what” or “regardless of who is 
involved”). 

 This booklet gives the dog world a false image of the reality called Presa Canario. The 
present day Presa Canario, the diversity of animals existent at this time in the Canary Archipe-
lago, don´t relate to the dog described in that booklet. A sad state of affairs. The Presas of the 
Spanish club in Tenerife (it will be Spanish when it is accredited by the SCFRCE), are not Presa 
Canarios, they are just a part of what is being bred in the Canaries. 

THE PRESA CANARIO WILL BE A REALITY



49

 In these islands more, many more dogs are being bred. We, who breed them have no-
thing whatsoever to do with that club. We are many breeders who don’t agree with the policy 
that the members of the referred club have followed up and till the First regional Exposition 
of the Presa Canario (19 October 1987). It is clear that the work done since the 60´s until the 
present time referring to the breeding/re-breeding, recovery/reconstruction of the Presa Ca-
nario, does not respond to that “group of dog-lo-
vers guided and directed by the Club of the Presa 
Canario”, as they have said in that very unfortu-
nate booklet. No, the group to which they refer is 
insignificant compared to the number of enthu-
siasts that breed here in the Canaries. Everything 
that you read in that booklet is the version that 
the CEPPC has presented for outsiders, saying 
that they are the only club recognised by the Spa-
nish Canine Centre for the recovery of the breed. 
This purported exclusivity has been maintained 
right up until the eve of the First Regional Expo-
sition of the Presa Canario. 

 On the said evening (18October 1986) 
seated round the table were Mr Valentin Alva-
rez, President of the RSCFRC, a member of the 
Commission of Spanish Canine breeds, the Pre-
sident of the Canary Canine Society, a vet in re-
presentation of the Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries of the Canary Island Government, 
the President of the Spanish Presa Canario Club, 
his secretary, the President of the Presa Canario 
Club of Gran Canaria, mself and as an observer, 
the chief editor for the magazine “El Mundo del 
Perro”. 

 Well, some very important agreements 
were reached around this table, and it was made 
possible thanks to the President of the Spanish Canine Centre, the representative of the Com-
mission of  

 Spanish Canine Breeds, and the President of the Canary Canine Society – today in the 
year 1991, I can say those agreements were made possible thanks to the insistence made by the 
“opposition”, agreements that later on were totally disregarded by the Spanish Presa Canario 
Club and the Spanish Canine Centre. 

 The agreements made were the following: 

 From this date no person or club would represent more than any other when referring 

Fausto de Irema Curtó & Irema Curtó & 
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to the recovery of the Presa Canario, be they from Tenerife or Gran Canaria and neither would 
they hold exclusivity in the endeavor that interests us all. Every year an exhibition will take 
place in both Canary provinces, I would like to put the accent on exhibition, the idea is to give 
a sample an example for study purposes. Later, the members of the Spanish Canine Breeds 
Commission, and enthusiasts from both provinces would meet up and discuss. 

 Consequently, there is no standard (racial pattern), or project for the standard, or 
anything similar of the “Presa Canario”, at the moment in inverted commas. 

 Let´s not precipitate, let´s not put the cart 
before the horses. Nobody should believe the 
“project of a standard” that appears in the fa-
mous or infamous booklet. Let´s not discuss hei-
ght, length, head, tail, coat or anything. We can 
observe all these points along the way. Of cour-
se, each person and each club can mark his own 
standard, but just for internal use. The dogs that 
appear in the photographs of the booklet are the 
property of the members of the Presa Canario 
Club. In Gran Canaria there is also an impor-
tant, a very important club, consisting of seven-
ty or more members, amongst whom there are 
outstanding breeders, eminent breeders. There 
are also many enthusiasts in Gran Canaria who 
don´t belong to the club, and a variety of other 
breeders. There is also another club, not so im-
portant. Let´s be clear, in this century, we tend to 
relate importance with number, with size. Ever-
yone knows that importance lies in the person, 
in the individual. In a specific moment in history 
an individual can mean much more than a collective. There is no doubt that the clubs have their 
relevance, but only their own. In this precise moment the relevance lies in every single Presa 
dog that is bred in the Canaries, whoever may breed them. And, while we have no specification, 
no Presa Canario can be more than any other. My dogs can mean a lot to me, be the best, but 
this is no more than a merely subjective analysis. I believe that this is what has happened with 
the members of the Spanish Presa Canario club and their dogs. They are important for their 
owners and with good reason, they are the product of their work. But that is all they are, their 
dogs. There are other clubs, other breeders, new and old, well known and with more experience 
(allow me the use of the quantifying adjective) and knowledge, and I can say the same about 
other enthusiasts and breeders who don’t belong nor want to belong to a club. Enthusiasts, 
breeders all who have a voice, and want to be heard, should be taken into consideration, and of 
course have a lot to say, and they will, with their words and their dogs in these annual exhibi-
tions, in which they won´t be competing, they will be showing what they have been doing and 
how, with regards to the breed. 

P ´Orum de Irema Curtó in atack.
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 The booklet we are discussing, states that the origin of the Presa Canario lies with the 
English, or should I say English dogs brought to the Canaries in the nineteenth century and 
crossed with the Majorero stock dog. I believed this for some time, and I even wrote about it 
and published articles in the daily newspaper El Dia (Tenerife), and also in the magazine El 
Mundo del Perro. But that was many moons ago, and there are people that still don´t want to 
know the truth. Some centuries  earlier, there is mention of the Presa Canario dog in the Agree-
ments of the Island Council of Fuerteventura and Tenerife and the Ordinances of Tenerife. The 
historic Presa Canario descended from the Spanish Presa, which I tried to demonstrate in a 
work that I had published in the newspaper El Dia entitled “The dogs of the Conquerors and 
Colonists of the Canaries”, of which you don’t appear to have any knowledge. I am hoping that 
someone will add something new. I am not saying that the present-day Presa Canario or the 
one of the 70´s descended from the Spanish Presa. 

 With regards to the Majorero Stock dog, I dare to say, without fear of being mistaken 
that it didn’t descend from the dogs of the Canary aborigines. This stock dog or dog of the 
land (as it is called in Fuerteventura) descends from the Spanish stock dogs. This dog was very 
numerous in all the Canary Islands after the conquest and colonization, not before. This fact 
is easily verifiable, but to do so, it is necessary the information of the past and present (there 
are the dogs and there is the history), free from prejudice. The history of the Canary Islands is 
riddled with falsities, preconceptions, lies and half-truths. The dogs of the Canary aborigines 
were called “canchas” and the conquerors and settlers called them “zatos” or “gozques”, both 
Castilian words. These dogs “were small zatos or gozques that the locals bred and called can-
chas” (words of Friar Alonso de Espinosa). And, I don’t want to continue without explaining 
that the word “bardino” (brindle) indicates a particular colour of the coat of determined dogs 
and other domestic animals. (see Critic Dictionary of Castillian and Hispanic Etymology by 
J.Corominas and J.A. Pascual) Also that the word “verdino” or “berdino” is a degeneration of 
bardino, meaning the same , a determined type of coat of a dog, cow, horse, goat, etc. Bardino 
(brindle) is not a breed, not in the case of the Majorero Stock dog or the Presa Canario, that 
some (in Tenerife) call verdino. Also, it doesn’t mean a short face as Elfidio Alonso, the reporter 
for the newspaper El Dia, has written in his section of this newspaper. 

 It surprises me to read what is written in the publication: “If it wasn’t for the current 
move to re- evaluate the historical-cultural patrimony that the Canary Island Government is 
carrying out in conjunction with the Spanish Presa Canario Club through the department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries…”. Yes, they have involved the department of Agriculture and Fishe-
ries, the Presa Canario is a delicate matter. Mr Juan Quevedo Martiñon, the President of this 
well-worn club, works in this Department. + 

 This is the root of the question. I think they have done a disservice to the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. For sure the Department and its most important officials, willingly 
offered their cooperation (only economically, as far as I know). Later, I suppose, they have rea-
lized that they have made a serious blunder. 

 The first wrong step that they made (were obliged to make?) was publishing that famous 
pamphlet clearly showing at the top of the front page: “Government of the Canary Islands, De-
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partment of Agriculture and Fisheries”.Then there is a photo of a Presa dog and underneath the 
photo reads: Presa Canario dog (the alleged Presa dog was, if I´m not mistaken, Felo, property 
of Mr Quevedo Martiñon – that is the way they do things!). And, Mr. and Ms. Gomez Toldra, 
on this pamphlet you have based the creation of your booklet “Presa Canario dog”. 

 At the end of this booklet it is possible to read: “The club controls most of the crosses that 
are being carried out; thanks to which it will be possible to receive a quick recognition of the 
breed by the official Canine Society and later the Federation Cynologique International”.  

 Obviously, I am not happy pointing all this out. I have already mentioned that on the 
eve of the First Exhibition of the Presa Canario, we agreed not to quarrel with each other, but, 
I believe that as this booklet is a reality it is necessary to try and avoid any misunderstanding, 
because the international dog world, both official and unofficial has no idea of these details and 
needs to be informed. 

 There is nothing healthier than to have information. Truthful information leads to ac-
curate knowledge and it is very important that aside from the craving for the limelight of some 
and the thirst for profit of others (usually some and others are the same), it is important to 
know the reality of the Presa Canario and where it is in this moment. 

 The Presa Canario Club does not control most of the crosses carried out. No, Sir. This 
Club, and no club is anything, without the individuals that form a part of it. A club is an asso-
ciation, a society of people. These people that are the Spanish Club of the Presa Canario (CE-
PPC), control their own crosses and have cross bred their dogs for good or bad, to their own 
whim and fancy. 

 To say “most of the crosses…” is nowhere near the truth. Nobody has ever controlled 
what I do, and I believe that in the world of the Presa Canario this is a very significant detail 
(although I have never exhibited any of my animals as yet) and I can say this about other en-
thusiasts and breeders. 

 No, Mr Salvador Gomez Toldra and Ms Josefina Gomez Toldra, of Editorial Planeta 
Agostini, the reality is quite another. I hope, trust and wish that other canine breeds that are 
presented in your “Gran Encyclopedia Canina” (Great Canine Encyclopedia) are more fortu-
nate. What is more, you include me in the section of Bibliography. I don’t understand how you 
have managed to shuffle through my texts, and my information along with the contribution of 
the Spanish Presa Canario Club. 

Published by the author in newspaper El Dia 25October 1987.  
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 The Presa dogs, stock dogs, Podencos, Retrievers, and others were all brought to the 
Canary Islands from Spain by the conquerors and settlers. There are many references in the 
Ordinances of Tenerife and the agreements of the Island Councils of both Tenerife and Fuer-
teventura. These dogs, were then used as shepherds, as guard dogs, and for the sacrifice of the 
cattle, and of course their owners, would have them fight on the pretext of testing their courage. 
And of course it´s nonsense to think of organized dog fights in the Canary Archipelago. 

 So, the Presa Canario 
dog carried out the same func-
tions as its ancestors had done 
thousands of years before in 
other latitudes. Then came the 
decline and total extinction 
– in these moments (1991) 
we can say total extinction-. 
Twelve or thirteen years back, 
the enthusiasm for these dogs 
resurged but this new enthu-
siasm complies with other in-
terests, and develops not in a 
rural environment, but in an 
urban area. There is a growing 
awareness that little by little 
generalizes into what we can 
call the new enthusiasm for 
the Presa Canario dog, a cani-
ne breed that needs to be re-
constructed. How? Many en-
thusiasts are determined to do this. Those who have any knowledge of canine matters know 
that this is no easy task and isn´t something to be resolved in two days.  

 In previous studies, I have stated that foreign dogs have been used for this purpose with 
a good or bad criteria. I have also spoken about the results obtained. Now, it is important to 
put an end to certain crosses (experiments) that happen time and time again and don’t offer 
anything positive. Crossbreeding has been done not because there were no original specimens, 
some crosses are indispensable (others, several, aren´t necessary, of course, and make no con-
tribution except to complicate the already difficult selection of the presa dog that we are trying 
to outline). And the best way to halt these crosses (or at least keep them out of the game) is to 
elaborate a project for the standard of the breed. It is essential to have a prototype that matches 
the real Presa Canario, so well-known in the Canaries for several centuries. 

 I have to say that if the Presa Canario dogs don’t resemble their predecessors of the past 

THE PRESA CANARIO AND ITS OFFICIAL
RECOGNITION
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then we should be talking about a new breed. 

 Things should be called by their real name. The new Presa Canario has to resemble its re-
lative of the past because otherwise I and all the breeders of this dog will have failed miserably. 

 At this moment only a num-
ber, a very small number, of 
dogs, resemble physically or 
psychologically those former 
Presas, but there are a few! 

 The Presa Canario of the past 
was a corpulent, thickset ani-
mal of medium height (58 to 
65 centimetres to the withers), 
and the tendency was to mea-
sure more in length than hei-
ght. The head was large but not 
too large, the cranium being 
aproximately two thirds of the 
total length, with a third co-
rresponding to the nasal bri-
dge or muzzle. The Presa Ca-
nario wasn’t flat nosed or even 
snub nosed, with a strong na-
so-frontal notch but not very 
pronounced and well develo-

ped jaws; full denture and no underbite. 

 The neck of the Presa Canario was, and should be, very robust and remarkably broad, 
with powerful shoulders, the rib cage cylindrical and deep but not barrel shaped; tucked in 
tummy; strong and robust loins as in all gripping dogs; muscular and powerful, moderately an-
gled buttocks, an essential condition for a good impulse. The hocks should be low. In contrast 
the angulations of the forelegs should be more pronounced. The rump of the Presa Canario dog 
was, and should be slightly higher than the withers and when walking the head should not be 
higher than the withers and move considerably from side to side. The base of the tail should be 
set high and the first part (approximately a third of the total length) should be wide and fleshy 
and progressively tapering down to the point. 

 When reposing, the hock should not overshoot, and when in movement the natural pos-
ture is elevated in the shape of a scimitar. 

 With regards to the coat, we can say that there were black, white, brindle, tawny, tabby 
and patched presa dogs; this is an irrefutable fact. So, the new presas don’t need to be any diffe-
rent; everyone has their own preference. 

Ciro de Irema Curtó
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 Those who want brindle presas can breed them and those who want black presas can 
breed black ones and any of the other coats, no-one dictates over preferences. The skin should 
be thick and loose, forming folds and pleats on the shoulders when the dog raises its head abo-
ve the shoulder. The Presa Canario dog boasts a double chin or a separated chin starting at both 
jowls, and the flews should not droop.  

 Weight is a very important aspect of the Presa Canario. In my opinion the adult male 
should weigh forty-eight to fifty-five kilograms and the adult female five to seven kilograms 
less. 

 Evidently, most of the present day presas weigh no more than thirty-five to forty kilo-
grams. The reason is clear, that the dogs used for the reconstruction of the breed have frequent-
ly been low weight dogs. At this point I won´t expand on the breeds that have been used. 

 Perhaps the psychological aspect of the Presa Canario holds the most importance to give 
a correct match with its physical power. It should be a serious, almost meditative, not very play-
ful, not unruly, affectionate, fairly independent and with an almost human gaze. Those feline 
glances, distrustful, small slanted eyes, don’t correspond to the true way of looking and obser-
ving its surroundings. This is not a restless dog, its gait is rather heavy, sustained mainly by its 
forelegs, always looking around giving the impression of being rather grumpy. It’s bad temper 
was always manifested to strangers, albeit human or canine. It´s a very self-confident dog, that 
only uses its reposed, hollow bark when necessary. Nowadays, we see many Presa Canario dogs 
that don’t need a reason to bark which they do insistently almost croaking, and their gait, they 
lope as if they were hunting dogs. These were not and should never be the characteristics of the 
Presa Canario that the Spanish Canine Society recognizes. 

 The Presa Canario should have a vain arrogant temperament, if well-bred as a puppy 
away from the caresses and cuddles of outsiders. This dog has never feared and shouldn’t fear 
the stick or when threatened. On the contrary, it should be easily angered if molested or if you 
enter into its territory. 

 It appears to be the right time to make an official recognition of this Canary canine 
breed. But how can it be done? We still don’t know. 

 I have heard and I have been told that the Spanish Canine Society have almost decided to 
elaborate a project of the breed standard but without counting on a great number of exceptio-
nal Canary breeders, myself included. If they do it in this way, I dare say that things will go very 
badly. The agreement that was made in the meeting in Tenerife between the members of the 
Canine Society of Spain, (headed by its President), and half a dozen breeders from both provin-
ces, was that once both provinces (Tenerife and Gran Canaria) had staged their dog shows, they 
would meet up again and discuss and draw up a project for the standard of the breed. Will it 
happen? We certainly hope so, and we hope that we won´t be disappointed. If not it will mean a 
blatant disregard of the breeders who don’t belong (or want to belong) to the minority CEPPC. 

OFFICIAL RECOGNITION
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The important political decisions have always been made in Madrid (the metropolis). For some 
time now, we have been living in a democratic system and as a consequence the powers that 
be are now decentralized, fortunately for the good of everyone but in prejudice of the tyrants 
and despots. In a dictatorship, 
everything is done behind the 
nation´s back and behind clo-
sed doors, “to do things pro-
perly”, they always say, “To 
avoid complications and con-
troversy”.  

 The Presa Canario dog 
doesn’t belong to the Spanish 
Canine Centre, or the Presi-
dent of the Canine Society of 
the Canaries, whose offices are 
in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, 
or the CEPPC. It belongs to 
the Canary Island community, 
and, especially to those enthu-
siasts who breed it. And atten-
tion, I say all, not the few who 
have sheltered in a questiona-
ble legality. 

 The standard of the Presa 
Canario dog has to be drawn up 
in the Canaries, and at a round 
table, where there is a place for 
all those enthusiasts who have 
worked so hard for many years 
to enable the canine breed to 
become a reality. A round table 
where the club members can 
be seated and where the free-
lancers can be seated, we are all 
part of this canine enterprise. 
And may nobody fear the discussion or to sit with those who think differently about the same 
matter. Living in a dictatorship is where command and control is designated. Another point 
to consider, once the Standard has been drawn up and the Presa Canario officially recognized, 
who will judge the breed? The Standard consists of some measurements, some details, and so-
mething for guidance. The breeders and enthusiasts are the only people who really know (some 
better than others) what the breed should be. 

 I would hate to think that the judge were some foreign gentleman who with a copy of the 
standard in hand makes his own impromptu interpretation, selecting one or several specimens 

Rocky, Majorero dog, owned by Felipe Reyes (Puerto de la Cruz, 
Tenerife), years 1990. The blood of this extraordinary specimen 

runs through the veins of many of the Irema Curtó Presa Canario 
dogs. Many thanks Felipe for your contribution to the breed.
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that later are exhibited as the prototype for the breed, to be followed by the general enthusiast. 
We need to do something to avoid such a mess. And, I´m not talking about the Breed commis-
sion of the CEPPC, of which most of us don´t want to know anything, for the reasons I have 
already mentioned in articles and letters that have been published in Canary daily newspapers 
and the magazine “Mundo del Perro”. 

 My opinion is that maybe a commission should be set up consisting of enthusiasts from 
both Canary Island provinces. There is an obvious difference in opinion regarding the Presa 
Canario and this would be the best way to bring together criteria and agreements between both 
provinces and consequent cooperation of all. 

Published by the author in “El Dia” 22 November 1987  

 It´s a fact. There are references of the presa in the Canaries dating back to the 16 th cen-
tury. Therefore it´s very possible (I would dare to even say sure) that these dogs could be found 
in the islands in the distant past, going back to the time of the conquest and colonization (there 
are abundant documents that speak of them). 
Therefore it must be assumed that owing to the 
relative isolation of the islands the purity of the 
breed was maintained intact. 

 However, were these Presa Canario dogs 
a breed? To be honest, nobody knows, but it is 
safe to assume that the canine presa population 
consisted of individuals with similar genotypic 
and phenotypic characteristics (from their ori-
gin). We have knowledge of animals who are 
supposedly descendants of those presas of the 
past, nothing could be clearer. There are seve-
ral photographs, of this century and a very few 
from the end of the last century. Photographs 
of presa type dogs with very little similarity be-
tween them, most of which without any doubt, 
were the product of crosses. There are presa 
dogs with white coats, tawny coats, and patched 
and black and some give away their origin by 
their physical appearance. For example “Que-
brao”, that belonged to Mr Polo Acosta (Teneri-
fe) in his youth. Quebrao was a pure white dog 
with an egg shaped head, he was,  according to Mr Polo Acosta, the son of a Bullterrier and a 
presa dog from the islands, born in the 30´s. The genetic origin of this dog is extraordinarily 
important, far more than its name or fame. 

THE PRESA CANARIO DOG HAS BEEN CROSSED FOR A LONG 
WHILE

Nestor de Irema Curtó in atcak.
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 The purity of the breed does not continue indefinitely in domestic species, only in the 
wild. The human being has always crossbred similar species and otherwise, searching for spe-
cific results. The dog is not an exception, and the famous “Marrecuos” (Tenerife) was another 
product of a cross between a Bullterrier and Presa of the islands (again, according to Mr Polo 
Acosta). 

 And who knows, how many of the so named presas of the islands are first or second ge-
neration dogs, products of cross breeding. “Nilo” a black Presa belonging to Mr Polo Acosta, 

well known for having fought 
with “Mocho” property of Mr 
Domingo Palma of Las Raices, 
was a cross of Great Dane with 
a presa of the islands (informa-
tion given by Mr. Polo Acosta). 
And so many more. 
 Man has always been incu-
rably restless. He has crossed 
cows and sheep to obtain more 
milk, better quality meat, hens 
to obtain more eggs, and dogs 
looking for tougher animals 
and better fighters. This is man 
and this is what he has always 
endeavored throughout his 
existence and wherever he has 
set his roots. 

 It appears that we owe the 
concept “breed” in canine terms, to the British. In Great Britain it is said that the first dog 
shows were organized according to individual function of the dogs. Hence on one side were the 
hunting dogs, and each according to the type of hunt, on another side the shepherd dogs, and 
the presa types, etc. 

 Nowadays, it would be outrageous to show a mongrel or halfbreed. Now we only talk of 
breeds. And we only sell breeds with pedigree and quality. But is it really quality? We can say 
therefore that the purity of the breeds has reached a high level almost aristocratic. The canine 
breeds with pedigree are the aristocracy of the rough canine world, and the dogs who don’t 
have a pedigree are just that, dogs with no breed. However, at any time, by deed and grace of 
man, a good number of canine individuals could be promoted to the group of ´breeds´, and 
obtain a pedigree. This would obviously depend on many factors, which the enthusiast knows 
only too well. 

 Nowadays, profitability is of paramount importance. Romanticism doesn’t count for 
very much in this world. Profitability depends on the use (or uselessness) of each canine group. 
There are still those that don’t see it! 

Faruk de Irema Curtó
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 Nowadays, dogs count on two 
interested parties, who love them for 
their coat, their affection, their cross, 
the way they run, their capacity for be-
ing shut up in homes all day while their 
owners are at work, they aren’t allowed 
to be in the garden because the beauti-
ful lawns and flowers are not compati-
ble with animal behavior. These interes-
ted parties to which I refer are on one 
hand the breeders who sell them and 
on the other hand the people who pur-
chase them. Then there is the scourge of 
the middleman. 

 In the Canary Islands, the Presa 
Canario has been crossbred for a whi-
le, no-one should throw their hands up 
in horror for this. The Spanish Canine 
Club, who talk, conference and write 
about the recovery of the breed, are not terribly happy about it. These fellows are very smart. 
They have realized that if they speak the truth, saying that their dogs are the product of crosses, 
some quite recent, no-one will purchase their puppies, and into the bargain the Spanish Cani-
ne Centre will not  recognize their “authentic”, “native” dogs, with which they want to achieve 
fame and fortune (much more than at present). 

 But why am I picking on these fellows again? Well, because…look, this is no game. The 
fact that they lie and cheat, selling me a puppy as if it were an authentic Presa Canario, descen-
dant of the original Presa Canario, doesn’t amuse me at all. And I put myself in the shoes of the 
people who are not amused either when they have just paid forty or sixty thousand pesetas, a 
triviality! 

 I would like these fellows of the CEPPC to own up and show some education, saying: 
Yes, folks, our dogs are products of crossbreeding with foreign breeds that we have carried out 
in order to produce a presa dog that is as close as possible to the traditional Presa Canario, of 
which we know so little. But, of course, we go back to before, the genotype, the loss of possible 
sales. However, don´t worry boys, in spite of everything, despite all that you say, conference 
and write, almost everyone knows that the dogs that you breed and sell are a product of diffe-
rent crosses with imported breeds. This is at an insular level as is said traditionally. The worst is 
that beyond the island frontiers, the vast majority of enthusiasts have no idea about this fraud, 
and that is so sad. I am sure that if this happened in another country, further north (well it 
wouldn’t happen, would it?), the justice system would have dealt with it. All fraud is punishable 
by law. Believe me, if you haven’t thought about it. 

Published by the author in “El Dia” 27 December 1987  
Denomination: “Rustic dog”, “bardino” for those tabby coloured specimens (abardinado)  

Manuel Melián with his presa dog, that used for the bo-
vine cattle. Years 1980. Municipal Term of San Cristóbal 

de la Laguna.



60

Denomination: “Rustic dog”, “verdino” for those tabby coloured specimens (abardinado)  

II.- ORIGINS AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREED:  

Molosser breed, indigenous of the Canary Archipelago, where it emerged for the function of 
the dog fight. Essentially, the result of crosses of the Bardino or Majorero, dog originally from 
the island of Fuerteventura,and molloser dogs imported into the islands. Its fiery temperament 
was inherited from its ancestor the Bardino or Majorero, a pre-Hispanic stock dog found in all 
the Archipelago since ancient times, rustic, fighter and of a fiery character. The aforesaid cros-
ses gave way to an ethnic group of presa of an intermediate type and the colour is predomina-
tely of a tabby (abardinado) or tawny both with white patches. After several decades the revival 
of the Presa canario was initiated continuously in the hands of a number of breeders, experts in 
the tradition and existence. From this moment the incessant task of rearing has meant that the 
Presa Canario can now be found in all the Archipelago, where there is a numerous population 
and it is bred and selected with the concept of the breed that we have today, without forgetting 
the function for which it was created.  

III.- GENERAL ASPECT AND CHARACTER  

1.-Body description (general characteristics) Dog of medium size, eumetrico, with a straight 
profile. Of rustic aspect and well proportioned. It is slightly longer than its height at the withers 
but females may be slightly longer. Massive head cuboid (cube like) in shape with a broad cra-
nium. The upper lips cover the lower ones and with black pigment. Wide, strong even placed 
teeth. Brown, medium sized eyes. Erect ears. Muscular, cylindrical shaped neck with thick, 
elastic loose skin. Slight double chin. Short straight back. Base of the tail is thick. Ample, well 
developed chest. Mildly tucked belly. Muscular, heavy boned forelegs. Round, compact cat like 
feet. Back legs are potent and muscular with moderate angulation and back feet are slightly 
longer than the front feet. The skin is thick and elastic. Short, harsh hair with no undercoat. The 
colour in the range of brindle and tawny with a black mask. 

2.-Character and aptitude. Imposing aspect, with a severe gaze. Specially doted for the function 
of guard-dog and defense, and for its traditional use of driving cattle. Courageous tempera-
ment. Good fighter. Deep hollow bark. Docile and affectionate with its family and wary and 
suspicious of strangers. In the past it was used especially as a fighting dog.  

IV.- EXTERNAL FEATURES  

1.-Height at the withers Males, 59 to 64 Females, 55 to 59 In those animals that exceed the li-
mits there should be a good proportion between the size of the 6legs and volume of the body. 
2.-Head Braquicephalic type. Cuboid tendency. Solid aspect. The proportion of the cranium to 
the face is 6 to 4. The front nasal depression with no protrusion on the nasal plane but is well 
marked.  

STANDARD OF THE PRESA CANARIO DOG
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2.1.- Cranium  Convex front to back and across. The zygomatic arch is very pronounced with 
good muscular development of the temporal and masseter. The depression between the frontal 
sinuses is pronounced. The occipital ridge is only just visible. 

2.2- Nose or snout Wide with a dark black pigment and open nostrils. 

2.3- Lips or flews Quite thick and fleshy. The upper should be slightly pendulous forming an 
inverted V shape seen from the front. The mucus can be a pink colour but the most desirable 
would be dark.  

2.4- Teeth  Teeth with a strong implantation and generally well fitting. Given its origin it is ac-
ceptable a slight prognathism, which is the typical bite of the presa dogs. The absence of a molar 
is not penalized, as the importance of the presa´s mission is carried out by the canine and in-
cisors, which should be well aligned. The 
canines should have an ample transverse 
distance. 

2.5- Palate With well-defined ridges and 
healthy pink colour 

3.- Eyes Slightly oval shaped and well 
separated. Eyelids with black pigmenta-
tion. Colour varies between mid and dark 
brown according to the colour of the coat. 

4.- Ears When complete, drooping. When 
cropped high and erect or semi-erect and 
triangular. In competition there is no di-
fference between those animals with cro-
pped ears and those with the ears intact. 

5.- Neck Cylindrical, straight, solid and very muscular. It is quite short approximately 18 to 20 
centimetres, with loose skin at the base which contributes to the formation of the jowl.  

6.- Torso  The length should not be any more than 10 or 12 per cent of the height. A wide and 
ample chest with good pectoral muscles. From the front it should reach at least to the elbow. 
The thoracic circumference should normally be the same as the height plus ¼. The rib cage 
should be almost cylindrical. 

7.- Dorso-lumbar line Straight, with a slight upward angle towards the withers. A subtle dip of 
the back just behind the withers. 

7.1- Buttocks Straight and wide. The height of the buttocks is normaliy about 1.5 centimetres 
higher than the height of the withers. 

7.2- Flanks  Not very pronounced 

Luco de Irema Curtó
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7.3- Belly Moderately tucked forming an arched profile from the rib cage. 

7.4- Sexual Organs The male should be com-
pletely developed and have two perfect testi-
cles. 

8.- Tail Set high, flexible, with a thick, fleshy 
base, tapering to a point. When in repose it is 
possible to note a slight lateral torsion. When 
in action it is held high like a sable, pointing 
forward but not curling. 

9. - Hind limbs. Strong, well formed in front 
and profile. Muscular thighs. Average angula-
tions. Cat-like feet. Normally, there is no heel 
spur. The hocks are clean and well Formed. 
The existence of the spur can reduce marks but 
in no way will be a disqualification. 

10.- Coat 10.1- Fur Short, generally dense on 
the withers, throat and crest of the buttocks. 
No Under coat. Compact and snug on the tail. 
Rustic aspect and rather coarse.  

10.2- Colour  Tabby (abardinados) in all the spectrum, from warm dark to very light neutral 
grey or blonde. Tawny in all the spectrum to sandy. Occasionally there can be white patches 
around the neck (collars) or on the limbs (socks), although it is preferable that it be as little as 
possible. Generally the chest will have a white elongated patch. The area around the eyes (mask) 
is always dark and can be up to eye level. 

11.-Weight Males , average 42 to 50 kilos Females, average 38 to 45 kilos 

12.- Defects 

12.1.- Minor Excessive wrinkles in the craneofacial región. 

12.2.-Serious Lack of pigmentation in the snout. Lips or flews that droop excessively. Excessive 
prognathism. Animals with a swayback. Poor mask. Incorrect leg conformation, unstable legs. 
Unbalanced character. Fragile appearance and poor constitution. Badly proportioned head. 
Curled tail, with the same width from the base to the tip, deformed or amputated. 

12.3.- Elimination.  Animals suffering Tryptorchidism or monorchidism or castrated. With 
more than 40% white coat. Overshot mouth. Lack of pigmentation of snout and mucus.  

Manuel Curtó Jr. learning to pose a Presa Cana-
rio puppy. Year 2002.
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 All standards deserve comments regardless of the breed. This one of the Spanish Presa 
Dog…. Forgive me, I am making a mistake. But, then, doesn´t this standard describe a presa 
dog that could be any presa and could well be a Spanish Presa. Because, there is no doubt that 
the one in question does not conform in any way to the Presa Canario dog. In the paragraph 
“Denomination and Snonomy”, we can read “Presa Canario” “Rustic dog”, “Verdino”(brindle). 
Presa Canario yes, but the denomination rustic dog would apply to the Spanish mainland not 
to the Canaries. In any case, “Perro Basto”(rugged dog) for the north of Tenerife. But ´perro 
basto´ does not imply breed, ´perro basto´ is 
any sturdy dog with a rugged look and is used 
as a guard dog. 

 And ´verdino´ (brindle) is used to 
describe all presas (Tenerife) having or not a 
brindle coat, but this is a mistake fruit, of a 
lack of knowledge of the indigenous breed. 

 What is more of a correct term is that of 
berdino not verdino as is used in some circles, 
as the word has degenerated from bardino. 
The country folk in the Canaries use this word 
when they are referring to the coat of dogs, 
horses, cows and goats with the barcino coat, 
and this word is derived from the Arab ex-
pression “Baraxa”, widely used on the Spanish 
peninsula where Castillian is the predominant 
language. Bardino or bardina is a Castillian 
word that is no longer in use on the mainland, 
however it has been conserved in the Canary 
Isles, and it is important to emphasize that it 
has no indication of the breed. 

 In the section titled “Origins and Diffu-
sion of the Breed”, we can read,“ It was ( are 
they talking about the dog that has just been officially recognized?) fundamentally the result 
of crosses between Bardino (again the mistake of the use of the term bardino-verdino) or Ma-
jorero, and Cattle dogs, taken (brought) to the Islands”. And I say that they are talking about 
another dog. 

 We have seen and will continue to see the crosses that have been done to obtain the dog 
that the Central Spanish Canine Society has recognized. In the standard we can read that the 
Presa Canario dogs should be tawny or tabby, and that the white patches should not constitute 
more than forty per cent of the body. However they don’t refer to the black coat, so, the judge, 
with the standard in his hand, could decide not to register those Presas with a black coat, con-

COMMENTS ON THE PRESA CANARIO STANDARD

José Rivero with friends and his dog in black 
coat, necklace, corbato and white in the hands. 

The Mercedes, Tenerife, 1960s.
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sequently they wouldn´t be allowed to compete, even though they may have ten generations of 
strict selection behind them. On the contrary, the son of a female Bullmastiff – Rokote of Jardin 
Canario – for the simple reason of having a tabby coloured coat can win the championship in 
Spain, as has happened. 

 They have bred black dogs in Gran Canario for many, many years, and continue to do so 
(don´t doubt this), because it is a well-known fact that the Presas are selected for their qualities 
and not for the colour of their coat. This reality will not change in Gran Canaria, where the 
selection is made  for the dog´s aptitudes. The vast majority of breeders will continue selecting 
and breeding Presas of all colours, black, brindle, tawny, etc., taking little notice of the approved 
standard or what the judges may say, and avoiding the participation in the shows and exhibi-
tions. 

 This attitude will probably be the salvation of the Presa Canario, because we are all aware 
that the canine exhibitions are more interested in a very debatable quality -appearance rather 
than functionality. We can read in the standard that the ears of the Presa Canario (when com-
plete) are “generally folded in a rose”. It is true that the ears of some dogs of the CEPRC present 
this characteristic, this is owing to them being a product of the cross between the English Bu-
lldog and Bullmastiff. Nevertheless, the vast majority of Presas bred in the Canaries have ears 
that hang flat on both sides of the head. 

What shall we do? 

Shall we follow the standard? 

Continue with prognathism, with the absence of premolars? 

Shall we continue……? 

Let´s leave it there. 

Tenerife 1989 

 Naturally, the lies and the fraud of the Presa Canario continue, and it doesn´t surprise 
me in the least. 

 Man, some more than others, finds it very difficult to admit his errors, undo his mis-
takes. 
 
 Rectify, admit, undo, in the quest for the truth (there is no more truth than the fact) this 
is not wisdom, rather caution. Of course, to be cautious is to be wise. 

I have read, and others will also have read, in the newspaper El Dia of 24 November, “The 

AND THE FRAUD OF THE PRESA CANARIO
CONTINUES
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Presa Canario, the second most va-
lued breed”. We can then see a brind-
le coated Presa, under which are the 
words “The Presa Canario: the dog of 
the month – November 1987”, and the 
chronicle begins. The Presa Canario, 
second only to the Mastin, is the se-
cond most valued Spanish breed in the 
Breeders section and has been ranked 
as the Dog of the month (November 
1987). “It must be emphasized that in 
this decision, the presentation by the 
Spanish Presa Canario Club of two 
animals (a male from Tenerife and a fe-
male from Gran Canaria) in the recent 
International exhibition celebrated in 
Madrid, may have had some influence. 
These two dogs were sponsored by the 
Royal Society for the Development of 
Spanish Canine Breeds”. The Presa Canario occupies the third place internationally, valued in 
45.000 pesetas. The first place ex-aequo is for the Rottweiller, Yorkshire terrier and Alaska Ma-
lamute, and second place goes to the Giant Schnauzer”. 

Oh my God! Are they crazy or what? 

Do they think we are fools? 

Just one question. In which place is the German shepherd?  

Just as an example, and where has this information come from? 

And the breeders? 

What breeders are they talking about? 

 Who breed and sell the Presa Canario, whose value ascends to an average of 45.000 
pesetas? If those breeders are members of the CEPRC, then I will remain silent. I say this be-
cause it is notorious that since the foundation of “their Club” these people have been selling 
some supposedly Presa Canario dogs, product of a crossbreeding they have made great effort 
to conceal. The foreign breeds used for this purpose are well-known. The use the word “breed”, 
“the Presa Canario breed”. What is breed? The German Shepherd, the Rottweiller, the Yorkshire 
Terrier, and many more, are considered breeds from a genetic point of view, because there is a 
genetic recurrence which is transmitted from generation to generation. The purchase of one of 
these animals guarantees that we are not being cheated. However, as far as the Presa Canario is 
concerned, we haven´t yet reached this point. It is one thing that owing to a number of letters, 
texts, articles, studies, and whatever more, a great expectation has been generated beyond our 

Raisa de Irema Curtó
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frontiers for our Presa Canario, and another totally different is the harsh reality of the Presa 
Canario. 

 Gentlemen, we need to take our actions and comments more seriously, because the way 
this is heading is straight to the magistrate’s court. To talk about the Presa Canario, and the bre-
eding of dogs with characteristics of the original dog that inhabited the Canary Islands, that in 
time, we can in all honesty call The Presa Canario, is leagues away from speaking of the “breed” 
similar to the traditional Presa and of sales and of dogs of the month etc. 

The chronicle continues: “Manuel Mar-
tin Bethencourt, a member of the com-
mittee for the selection and breeding of 
the aforementioned club, has said that 
to obtain the recovery the original Pre-
sa Canario, several animals have inter-
vened: in Tenerife, Perico (from El Or-
tigal), Manolo (from Santa Cruz), Gara 
(La Esperanza), in Gran Canaria, Felo 
(Las Palmas), Piba (Arucas) and Boby 
(Arucas). 

 Unbelievable, dear readers, un-
believable, let´s see why. Perico, if still 
alive is a totally white coated dog, and 
belongs to Francisco de la Paz Ledesma, from El Ortigal, and this dog was trained by the author 
as a two-year- old. Perico was/is the son of a whitish dog called Chelo, belonging to a neighbor 
of Francisco de la Paz. This dog had no resemblance to a Presa Canario, it was a crossbreed of 
unknown origin, or if known, kept silent. This dog mated with a female 50 per cent Boxer, the 
other 50 per cent unknown, and was the property of the father of Francisco de la Paz. I knew 
this dog because on one occasion they took it to Tamaimo to cross with my dog Beneharo. And 
of course, I knew Chelo who was given to Rosendo, a herdsman who lives between El Ortigal 
and Barranco Las Lajas – and I would like to know how many descendants of Perico are regis-
tered with the CEPRC. And then there is Gara. This dog is very old and deformed from having 
so many litters, and if I´m not mistaken property of Juan Quevedo Martiñon in La Laguna. A 
female with the appearance half Majorera, half wolfhound, but not Presa. And, Manolo was a 
presa dog belonging to Mr Silverio Mesa who claimed his dog descended from the the famous 
Marruecos, of Mr Polo Acosta, which was the son of a Bullterrier and a Presa.  

 From this cross (Manolo and Gara), what is left? 

 How many dogs?, that are in use or have been used by the CEPRC descend from this pair 
of dogs. What can be said about Felo?. Once more, I invite Mr Juan Quevedo, president of the 
CEPRC, who speaks to us through these pages in writing, about the genealogy of Felo, and of 
Monzon, brother of the same litter of Felo. Juan Falcon brought these dogs from Sardinas in the 
south of Gran Canaria. This is all that is known of them. In Gran Canaria, I was told that they 
were the product of the cross between a Boxer and a Majorero stock dog. I am able to speak 

Quira de Irema Curtó
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with some knowledge about Piba and Boby. I brought these two dogs from Gran Canaria. Piba 
was given to me by a goatsherd in Tres Palmas in the north of the island, who had been a gift 
from Juan Santana of Arucas. Boby had been bred by Mr Manuel Aleman, of Arucas, who had 
given him to a gentleman in Arucas who sold him to me for 6.000 pesetas. Were these two dogs 
descendants of the original Presas? I´m not too sure. Who knows, or could know, are Manuel 
Aleman and Juan Santana. 

 According to Manuel Martin Bethencourt, these two dogs have recovered the breed and 
according to him, there are some 200 animals. He is of course referring to Tenerife, not Gran 
Canaria. He cannot speak about Gran Canaria. He has no knowledge of what there is in Gran 
Canaria. For him, the dogs of Gran Canaria don´t count. The recovery has been achieved in 
Tenerife, to be more exact, in La Laguna, where he has his residence. What I find impossible 
to explain is the proliferation of so many dogs, and in such a short space of time, with just six 
animals, and if we add to these the dogs that may have have died from Parvovirosis, many more 
must have been born. I ask you Mr. Manuel Martin Bethencourt, do you really expect us to 
believe this?. 

 No dear readers, once again, no! These six dogs have not been the only animals used in 
the recovery (reconstruction) of the Presa Canario dog. They have used Bullmastiff, Bulldog, 
Bordeaux Dogo, Majorero Stock dog, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, Argentine Dogo, that we know 
about, plus something brought from Gran Canaria.  

 The truth cannot be concealed. There is controversy surrounding the Presa Canario 
dogs, even though Mr Martin Bethencourt strives to convince us of the contrary. In the daily 
newspaper La Provincia of Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, an article has appeared entitled “There 
is no controversy between Las Palmas and Tenerife over the awards of the Presa Canario dog”, 
signed by Manuel Martin Bethencourt. 

 In this article Mr Martin discharges, once more, a string of half-truths and lies that we 
have seen and heard before. And he lashes out at Clemente Reyes Santana, an outstanding en-
thusiast of the Presa Canario dog and author of several articles published in the daily press of 
Las Palmas and in the magazine “El Mundo del Perro”. Mr Martin repeatedly mentions Mr Re-
yes in his article because Mr Reyes publicly exposed the wheeling dealing of the Spanish Presa 
Canario Club in both provinces and the Central Spanish Canine Society. 

 Mr Martin says (writes) that the club denominated Faykan, of Las Palmas, is the largest 
club of the province of las Palmas, when everyone knows full well that the largest club is and 
with a huge difference, the Presa Canario club, with whose directives he has assembled with on 
numerous  occasions, and with whom he has a pending legal dispute. As the members of this 
club have been unable to agree on one single point, they have called upon another club whose 
sole prominent member is Mr Delgado. Yes, they have used Mr Delgado to achieve their in-
terests, which is to commit the same error in the neighbouring province, to obtain the official 
recognition of their dog. Of course, the Presa Canario dog belongs to all the Canary people, not 

YES, THERE IS CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE PRESA 
CANARIO DOG
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only the members of the CEPRC (that only accounts for a section of the breeders). The com-
mittee of the CEPPC had intended that the National Canine Centre only recognize the brindle 
and tawny coats, and as there are many of their dogs suffering prognathism, they intended that 
this not be considered as a serious defect, when it is publicly known that this has been a result 
of crosses with the English Bulldog (and also recently with the Bullmastiff). They have also 
opposed the black coat claiming it is the product of the cross with the black Great Dane. Later, 
they have conceded to negotiate this point. But, what do they say about the genealogical tree? 

 This is the real story. And the other 
club (The Presa Canario club), that ac-
counts for some one hundred mem-
bers, and who knows how many dogs 
have been involved and that has really 
had the CEPRC shaking. Why doesn´t 
Mr Martin say to the “true enthusiasts” 
that on its own initiative, the Gran 
Canary club has collected hundreds 
of signatures, in Tenerife and in Gran 
Canary, to force the National Canine 
Society to hold a “round table” in the 
Canaries, where different representati-
ve breeders, club members or not, not 
excluding anyone, to discuss and deba-
te over the Presa Canario dog and draw 
up a project for the Standard as was 
promised? It is clear that the committee 
members of the CEPRC don’t want this 
to happen. 

 Nobody opposes the official re-
cognition of the Presa Canario dog as 
another Spanish breed, indigenous to 
the Canary Islands, the opposition is 

against the deceitful policy of the CEPRC, against its demagogy and against its farse. In this 
matter it´s a question of all or none. The constituents of the Presa Canario Club of Gran Ca-
nary, Clemente Reyes Santana, Manuel Curtó Gracia (the author) and other enthusiasts and 
breeders are willing to sit down with the Committee of the CEPRC and with the representatives 
of the Commission of the National Canine Society who are prepared to come to the Canaries 
from Madrid, in order to discuss the Presa Canario dog and draw up a project for the Standard 
and if possible, in this way reach its consequent official recognition. 

 However, the Committee of the CEPRC don’t want to meet with this author, Mr Cle-
mente Reyes Santana and the Committee of the Presa Canario Club. They are fearful, fearful of 
losing their protagonism at this round table (democratic) in which there will be people better 
able to speak about the Presa Canario. 

Aracely Curtó Lopez with Fausto de Irema Curtó
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 If theirs is the only voice to be heard, it will appear that they are the true and genuine. 
So, what do the gentlemen of the National Canine Society think? What is the opinion of the 
President, Mr Valentin Alvarez? What is the opinion of Mr Carlos Salas Melero, member of the 
Spanish Canine Commission? 

 They too, are not thrilled about 
sitting around a table, where they will 
have to do more listening than spea-
king. They enjoy speaking, expressing 
themselves with their prejudices, dic-
tating, although they won´t admit it, 
claiming to be mediators. The gentle-
men of the National Canine Society 
make poor use of their position and 
consequently an incorrect function of 
the same.  

 This matter of the Presa Canario 
could have already been resolved, and 
everyone would be happy. The round 
table that we had been promised should 
have happened long ago. But the Royal 
Canine Society of Spain are playing the 
same game as the CEPRC, ignoring all the grievances, complaints and proposals. And, so, we 
come back to the presentation of those dogs in the XV International Exhibition in the autumn 
in Madrid. “After the Marquesa and Faycan, there are years of selection and a quest for impro-
vement”, says Mr Martin Bethencourt. Saying this he commits to nothing and at the same time 
keeps everyone calm and happy, or at least this is what he believes, no further from the truth. 
Gentlemen, you should publish the genealogical tree of Marquesa and Faycan, the true version, 
so that everyone can know their origins, because until now, you have done nothing to illustrate 
this information. It is not enough to just mention the names of the dogs, give their breed, or the 
cross that they have resulted from. The National Canine Society invited them to present these 
two animals (Marquesa and Faycan) he says. 

Very well, and who selected those two dogs? 

Tell me please and we´ll let the whole world know. 

 Mr Salas Melero, to my horror, told me by telephone, that he hoped that Valentin Alva-
rez (President of the National Canine Centre) would respect the promise made to celebrate the 
round table. I gather that the word of Mr Alvarez has no significance, and this is very serious 
when we are referring to the maximum representative of the National Canine Society of the 
nation. Because, there has been more than sufficient time to hold this meeting. 

And we continue, yet another complaint; 

Livia de Irema Curtó
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 Two months ago, Mr Martín Bethen-
court, you purchased a female puppy, the 
daughter of a Mastiff, from a young man 
with long hair and several tattoos on his 
arms for the sum of sixty thousand pesetas, 
and I suppose went to the home of Mr Car-
los Bengson Reveron, actual secretary of the 
CEPRC. Why, this puppy? Please explain 
to the sector, to the general public. But, be 
careful, don´t tell them that you purchased 
the puppy because you liked it and wanted it 
to safeguard your home. No, you purchased 
this puppy to cross with your presas, which 
in turn are products of crossbreeding. This 
has been the trigger that sparked off all the 
controversy surrounding the Presa Canario 
, the crosses. Crosses that have been hidden. 
It has been said and also in writing that all 
your dogs are genuine, indigenous, recove-
red from the few animals that are still to be 
found in different locations.  

 In the article, Mr Martin Bethencourt 
alludes to me, without using my name, sa-
ying that Mr Reyes Santana, obeys the les-
sons of a teacher, not from these islands, but 
beyond the sea”. 

 Yes dear reader, the person from beyond the sea, according to Mr Martin Bethencourt, 
the simple fact of coming from ´beyond the sea´ doesn´t allow me to be an enthusiast (althou-
gh a somewhat knowledgeable one) of the Presa Canario. 

 Twenty years living in the Canaries, a Canary wife four children and several long years 
dedicated to the breeding and selection of the Presa Canario dog and the Majorero stock dog, 
overrules my right to expose facts that they make a real effort to hide, to expose a fraud which 
is apparent to everyone and very simple to verify, to unmask this gentleman called Mr Martín 
Bethencourt and his accomplices and advocates of the Spanish Presa Canario Club. 

Published by the author in “El Dia” 10 th March 1988  

Mori de Irema Curtó
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 In the Canary Islands, the Presa dogs, have been, have always been called simply Presa 
dogs. The term Bardio, or Berdino (north of Tenerife) is owing to the colour (brindle), and 
later due to a lack of knowledge, has been given the definition of breed, and naturally may 
it never occur to anyone to use the term Bardino 
Canario. However, that did happen to one who 
had a restricted knowledge of the Canary canine 
subject and used the term referring to the Majore-
ro stock dog. So later we wrote to Madrid, to the 
Commission of the National Canine Society, and 
we explained that this was an error, that here, there 
is no breed with this name, in any case a bardi-
no majorero!. Later, in time, one discovered that 
in Fuerteventura, this dog was called a Stock dog, 
as mentioned in the Agreements of the Cabildo of 
Fuerteventura, or the Agreements of the Cabildo 
of Tenerife, as in the By-laws of Tenerife, several 
centuries previously. No mention of a rugged dog, 
no mention of a brindle dog. In Fuerteventura, the 
elderly country folk know very well that bardino 
means a certain colour, the colour of the coat.   

 There are three characteristic colours of the Majorero Stock dogs at this  time (1989): 
brindle, black (with brindle legs) and sandy grey. It is totally false that the black Majorero stock 
dogs are a result of crosses between the Majorero stock dog and black German Shepherds 
brought over by the Spanish Legion. The Spanish Legion have been based in the island for only 
a few years. Black Majorero stock dogs have always been bred and used for the stock and as 
guard dogs by the local Majorero folk, this is what they have told me. What´s more the sandy 
grey coat is as old as the breed in Fuerteventura, and also the white coat with brindle patches 
and brindle with white patches, grey with white patches and tawny with white patches. There 
are still a few sandy grey animals to be found – it is true that just a few-. What is happening is 
that this breed is on the brink of extinction. There are those that say that there are still many of 
these dogs in Fuerteventura. If, many can still be found, or even some of those brindle coated 
dogs, product of diverse cross- breeding, dogs without breeding, unattractive, nobody with a 
minimum knowledge of what a canine breed consists of and a minimum of aesthetic sense, is 
interested. Years ago, members of the today defunct “Solidaridad Canaria” (Canary Solidarity) 
took very much to heart the recovery of “the bardino dog of Fuerteventura”, because according 
to them they were descendants of the dogs of the aborigines of Maxorata – Fuerteventura -. Not 
having the canine matter very clear, they ended up believing that they knew more about those 
dogs than the native folk of the island. Today, there is no sign of that adventure, luckily for the 
breed. 

 Nowadays the brindle coated Majorero stock dogs predominate, and the black coat with 
brindle legs follow, and you would have to look really hard on all the island of Fuerteventura to 

MAJORERO DOG, PRESA CANARIO DOG.
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find a grey coat. To the point where, when some of these so called connoisseurs of the Canary 
canine breeds, see a sandy-grey coat, or wolfish, they say sardonically, that they are a product 
of the cross with the German Shepherd.   

 The Director of the Archealogical 
museum, Mr Luis Diego Cuscoy, com-
mented, three or four years before his 
death, that a certain lady from Gran 
Canary, by the name of Suarez Randa-
ll, member, it appeared, of Solidaridad 
Canario, had visited him to convince 
him that the Majorero Stock dogs were 
descendants of the indigenous Ma-
joreros and that they had been used 
against the French/Spanish conquerors 
that reached the coasts. Mr Luis Die-
go Cuscoy (as he told me ) answered 
that he wasn´t a specialist in dogs, but 
that he could speak about Fuerteven-
tura, and that no canine remains had 
been found on this island prior to the 
conquest, although some small canine 
bones had been found in  Tenerife and 

Gran Canary, clearly corresponding to those mentioned by Alonso de Espinosa in his “History 
of our Lady of Candelaria” (Tenerife), and those mentioned by Bontier and Le Berrier in “Le 
Canarien” (referring to Gran Canary).  

 And the presa dogs! These were also known as Presas of the land, and “basto” (rough), 
and “bordon” (rugged), when in reality they were crosses of the English Bulldog. But, of course 
dog of the land can be any dog that has been bred in the location for the stock or as a guard dog, 
or whatever other use. 

 The presa dogs that were bred in the Canary Islands were never called Canary (in Ca-
naries), as though they were a Canary breed. In the agreements of the cabildos of Tenerife and 
Fuerteventura, and in the By-laws of Tenerife, they spoke of presa dogs and stock dogs. With 
the passing of time, we can hardly find any mention or written references of dogs in the Ca-
naries. And so we come to the twentieth century and nobody knows anything about the Ca-
nary dogs. Jose Gilbert Buch, in his book “Perros de caza en España” (Hunting dogs in Spain), 
describes a - “Barcino (he uses this term), fighting dog originating in the Canary Islands that 
surpasses in ferocity and courage, which has recently been included in the pack “ – written in 
1975, - enters where no other dog dares to enter and butts and lunges even at animals twice its 
size. Like the Mastiff it is considered a ´fang´dog. For its characteristics – medium height, roan 
coat (mixture of white and pigmented hair), not a strong appearance, nor fierce or aggressive, 
rather like any normal cattle dog”. 

It´s obvious that the Doctor Gilbert Buch is referring to the Majorero stock dog, but he knows 
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nothing about it, although the description is accurate. There are other references about the 
dogs bred in the Canaries, odd references that don´t really tell us anything or enlighten us on 
anything, and certainly don´t refer at all to any specific type of presa dog that could respond 
in any way to an ethnic group with the denomination Canary. It is since the publication of my 
articles that the Presa Canario has been spoken about, as though it is an ethnic canine group. 
The merit is not mine, it should be said, for all I did, in that moment, and have continued to 
do so, with the modern day cynology in mind, is catalogue a specific presa dog, bred in the 
Canaries, with the denomination of the Canaries, and presenting it as a breed. Whether or 
not it is one is an entirely different story. For me the importance lies in the popularization and 
promotion of the idea of a breed, so that the few or many enthusiasts become  aware and begin 
to think of those dogs in terms of a breed, and take action so as to achieve the recognition of 
the breed in the future. In some measure, this has been achieved. However, I believe that the 
Presa Canario dog is still a project, that it is far from being a reality, even though certain people 
try to convince us of the contrary, but in their hands, or in their kennels lies the future of the 
Presa Canario as a racial group, with perfectly defined and fixed genetics. We started out with 
good ideas, with good projects but somehow along the way, things have twisted, and with the 
continuous and indiscriminate crosses, it is very difficult that we can reach a happy ending to 
the once proposed project. 

 So, the idea of the breed of Presa that was bred in the Canaries has been served and assu-
med, in spite of those enthusiasts who talk of bardinos or berdinos (brindle), when referring to 
both presa type dogs and Majorero stock dogs. The difficulty, of course, is for everyone to agree 
to get together and work seriously. There are too many economic interests, or the urge to be in 
the limelight, or simply pure stubbornness. Will we ever see that moment? 

Published by the author in El Dia 15 January 1989  

 At last, the day and the hour arrived! 

 After the Presa Canario dog had received recognition by the Royal Canine Society of 
Spain, on 28 April, in the Canary Fair in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria. A multitude of dogs and 
their owners awaited on the stairs and at the entrance of the building minutes before four o´-
clock in the afternoon. Everyone observed everyone else and the dogs, which were the reason 
for this gathering. They greeted, some very subtly, because this canine story has made people 
very suspicious and reluctantly sociable. Some of the dogs were large, too large to be Presa Ca-
narios, others of medium size, and others were small, lightweight, and much too lightweight. 
The majority were flat ribbed, when the ideal shape is cylindrical. Comments of “that dog isn´t 
typical” could be heard. (But what dogs were typical?) All or none. Then, the door opened and 
the dogs were allowed inside, one by one, forming small groups so as not to crowd the judges, 
Mr Evaristo Sanllehi Piera, dressed in black like a crow, like a bad omen, and Carlos Salas who 
was the superintendent, pen and papers in hand, more nervous than normal, and Mr. Valen-
tin Alvarez, President – could this be a lifelong position? – Because he has been the President 
for many years, lord and master of the Spanish canine movement, of the Canine Centre. Also 
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there was Andres del Rio, vicepresident, as elegant as always, dapper with his moustache and 
glasses, enviously tall (his critics say that that he has the control and moves the strings in the 
background of the National Canine Centre), and Mr Carlos Cuenca, with his inseparable blue 
jacket, and his goatee, sporting the look of an actor of other  years, and a young lady, (that un-
fortunately wasn’t presented to me, very robust, similar to a sumo wrestler). Well, the Canine 
Centre in all its glory had turned out in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria to resolve once and for 
all (and once more they were going to 
make a mistake) the eternal problem of 
the Presa Canario dog. 

 And so, the function began. So-
meone said “the first one please”. San-
llehi looked joyously, through his glas-
ses, as only he knew how, at the Canary 
dogs in front of him, and said some-
thing to Carlos Salas, and Carlos Salas 
answered with a “yes” or “no”, and this 
continued throughout the function. 
When coming across first black Presa 
dog, this received a “no”, and thereon 
wasn´t contemplated in the standard, 
and on hearing this, those participating 
with a black dog were furious. Antonio 
Cabezas Albamonte made his appea-
rance (he is always everywhere, like the 
Holy Ghost – this is where he makes a 
living- and camera in hand after each 
judging, would immortalize the mo-
ment, of man and dog. 

 And so more and more dogs pa-
raded by, with no similarity between 
them (nor even between siblings. An 
example: a tawny dog that the following 
day was eliminated for being untypical 
or non- standard and also for size, however was the sibling of a male and female who were both 
awarded Excellent/First prize in male and female the following day). 

 And finally, the owners, seeing that the black dogs were being rejected, decided to pass 
the remaining dogs together. That was something like a Judeo-Masonic conspiracy. The look in 
the eyes of Sanllehí, and the President, Mr Valentin Alvarez, and Andres del Rio, not forgetting 
Carlos Cuenca, was a poem. 

 Oscar Muñoz de las Nieves, President of the Club of Presa Dogs of Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria, at the head of the group, presented his black female, and all hell let loose. 

Tina de Irema Curtó
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 Finally, Carlos Salas realized that he had reached a dead end, conceded that he saw no 
problem in that the black presa dogs were shown (as well). The National Canine authorities, 
after some deliberation, with kennels and experts, agreed to allow them to be presented. 

 So, from a total of around one hundred and seventy dogs entered, 117 were passed. 117 
Presas, 117 disparate dogs, looking at them from any angle. 

 Rokote (a dog whom I mentioned in a letter published in the magazine El Mundo del 
Perro, No.107, page 52, that can also be seen in an ad in the canine magazine Guau), son of a 
pedigree Bullmastiff, was given an approval, as was a tawny dog, son of an American Staffords-
hire Terrier and female pedigree Bullmastiff, and also several other crossbreeds, impudent, of 
Bullterrier, Mastin Napolitano, Majorero Stock dog, and others. 

 All were put in the same package. And now the breeders must do what they can. There, 
dear reader, we have the future of the Presa Canario.  

 The first dogs are in the ring, young Presa Canario dogs. The only similarity is the colour. 
A sad sight for the experts and breeder that work in the genetics. And the public (numerous 
public) look, admire, or criticize what they are seeing. Evaristo Sanllehi observes, tame and 
humbled (apparently so) dressed in black like a crow of bad omen (replicating the previous 
day), the animals presented  under his authority, and the National Canine Centre are seated, 
expectant but officially so and with a serious exprtession. 

 “Good head, good torso, good limbs…”says Clemente Reyes Santana (an expert in Pre-
sas) – Mr Reyes was the ring superintendent-. And so dog after dog paraded one after the other, 
until the best male youngster award, was given to a brindle coated dog with an egg shaped 
head, and obvious Bullterrier genes (in the standard can be read “cuboid head”). 

 I can´t remember the best young female, but don’t worry, you aren’t missing anything. 
So, we come to the adults. We see them in all their arrogance, uneven by any standard, gene-
tically speaking that is. Some brindle, others tawny, some patched and several black (those of 
the contention). And casually, the process continued, as is natural in beauty shows, until there 
were three dogs left in the ring, three brindle dogs with their respective owners, looking very 
complacent and nervous at the same time observing their dogs (or dog), and the others, and 
the judge, who with a self-important attitude contemplated one and another, apparently unde-
cided, apparently keen on being fair. One of these dogs was, the denounced by myself, Rokote 
(son of a female pedigree Bullmastiff), another was a brindle with an unacceptable strain of 
Neapolitan Mastiff, the other also brindle as mentioned was a Presa, descendant of English Bu-
lldog, with close consanguinity, but looking good, not very robust at all, lacking some premo-
lars (that was claimed to be trained but not good at the attack, unforgivable behavior in a good 
Presa Canario, regardless of its origin). So, what dog received the C.A.C. award? The marvelous 
judge chose Rokote. And the boos and whistles from the public were deafening, and could 
probably have been heard in Peking, because now everyone knew that this dog was the son of 
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a female Bullmastiff. But, one knew that Rokote was going to be the champion, (not being a 
prophet, clairvoyant or similar), as many other enthusiasts knew and commented. Everything 
had been convened dear reader. Rokote´s owner Julian Celis knew, the same as the Judge San-
llehi, and Antonio Cabezas Albamonte. The latter had said to me the previous evening, in front 
of the President of the National Canine Centre, “Curtó, tomorrow.., I ask you, I ask everyone, 
whoever wins tomorrow, please applaud”. And I answered (also in front of the President of the 
National Canine Centre), that it was normal to do so, and that I hoped that the winner would 
be a well elaborated product, not the son of a Bullterrier or other breed”. I wanted to refer to 
Rokote, but I couldn’t, I only gave an indirect allusion. Cabezas understood me, what about the 
President of the Canine Centre? And when Rokote became the winner, I didn´t applaud or boo, 
I simply said to myself, “Manuel, once more, you are not mistaken”. And I was pleased, because, 
if I wasn’t too mistaken, from this moment they were going to lay the foundations for an un-
derstanding between everyone (at least the large majority), the breeders and the enthusiasts of 
the Presa Canario dogs of the Canaries. After the departure of almost all the public, the adult 
females entered the ring. I hope dear reader that you are sitting down, the winner was the litter 
sister of Rokote. I never imagined that Mr Sanllehí would show such audacity. The public, the 
few that were left, whistled and booed so much, that I thought the ceiling would cave in over 
our heads. Everyone (excepting Julian Celis and his following) were indignant. 

 But how did we reach this situa-
tion? Elementary. Those who had taken 
part in the making of The Presa Cana-
rio dog were promised a round table in 
which by mutual agreement a project 
for the Standard of the Presa Canario 
dog, could be drawn up, but this did-
n´t happen. This Standard was  “rigged 
” in Madrid, based on the one received 
from the Spanish Presa Canario Club, 
that in all honesty, even though rather 
incomplete was better than the one that 
the National Canine Centre had made 
official. But, from my point of view, the 
recent events could help to achieve po-
sitive solutions, if we are smart enough to extract certain conclusions, that can be used as a 
foundation for the union of breeders and enthusiasts of both provinces, and forget the disputes, 
for a mutual project of the Presa Canario dog. 

 Because, yes, there has been an official recognition of the Presa Canario dog, but, we now 
have to produce the dog, because we all know that the Presa Canario dog has not been achieved 
as yet. 

 It had been mentioned, and there was concern that from this moment, Julian Celis 
would show his male and female prizewinners throughout the world. That’s Ok, let him show 
his Bullmastiff crosses wherever he wants, they won´t last. And all those judges, national and 
international, who judge those dogs and perhaps award prizes to two first generation bastards 
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of Bullmastiff, and the same may be said of all those animals that have been granted the RRC 
(Register of Breed), whether they are presented or not at future shows. 

 We know that the present day Presa Canario is a product of crosses, and that from these 
crosses, the Presa Canario dog will appear, however from this to consider the actual canine 
presas as a breed, there is a wide gulf. We have to work. And no shouting from the rooftops, 
because at the moment we can only count on a lot of half-breeds of all types. 

 We are not going to sell this Presa Canario to the unwary enthusiast. The Presa Canario 
dog is still a project, even though the National Canine Centre has officially recognized it, and 
Mr Sanllehí has agreed to make awards to two first generation Bullmastiff half-breeds. Let them 
get on with it! 

The Presa Canario dog will have its day! 

Published by the author in “El Dia” 4 June 1989.  

 If until the 28 th of April this year (1989) the feud between the clubs and independents 
wasn´t the worst enemy of the Presa Canario dog, now it is. We don’t know until when the lack 
of understanding between the Spanish Canine Society and the clubs and independents will 
continue (at the moment doing well). 

 On the 28 th April of the cu-
rrent year, after the recognition of the 
Presa Canario dog, the long awaited 
first Register of the Breed in Las Pal-
mas de Gran Canaria, became a reality. 
But, far from being an intelligent and 
honest register, it was the worst inflic-
tion that could be made against our 
dog, which had just started its journey. 
That 28 th of April the National Cani-
ne Centre gave its approval to 117 (no 
more, no less) canine individuals, the 
majority having no merit whatsoever, 
froma breed point of view, except ha-
ving been born in the Canaries. An example for posterity: Rokote and his female litter sibling 
Princesa, were awarded the CAC, the mother was a Bullmastiff. 

 I can´t understand how a judge from the National Canine Centre, having previous war-
ning of the deceit, could take part in such a hoax, a hoax that has continued on the mainland 
and on the Balearic island of Mallorca, where on several occasions this mongrel has again re-
ceived awards as if  it were a true Presa Canario dog. Of course, the secret of this movement lies 
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with the presenter and host Antonio Cabezas Albamonte, because, what would the dog shows 
be without this gentleman, who makes his living from the cash prizes won by the dogs he has 
presented? 

 Owing to this scandalous scam, the clubs of the breed, the Spanish Presa Canario club, 
recognized by the Royal Canine Society of Spain, the Presa Canario Club, and the Faycan Presa 
Club of the Canaries) and independents sat down at last to talk. And as a result of this dialogue 
(positive dialogue) a communique was compiled and on the 21 st of May of the current year 
was sent to the President of the Royal Society for the promotion of the Spanish Canine Breeds, 
and says: 

 “The group of breeders and enthu-
siasts of the Presa Canario, in the Ca-
nary archipelago, who have for years 
carried out the slow and arduous task 
of recuperation (reconstruction) of the 
breed, sometimes creating associations 
and others acting independently, but 
always with the same objective, have re-
ceived with great satisfaction the appro-
val of the Standard of the Presa Canario 
by the Committee of the Royal Canine 
Society, whereby the future of the Pre-
sa dog of the Canary Islands is assured 
and everyone trusts will soon be a bri-
lliant one. 

 However, after events of a very unsatisfactory nature in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria the 
days of 28, 29 and 30 April, where the judge Mr Sanllehi, acknowledged a very numerous group 
of animals, many of which didn´t reflect the Standard, and designated in competition others 
that deserved a general rejection, resulting in a very bleak outcome for the natural evolution of 
the breed, the active breeders of the Presa Canario who have traditionally adopted a very con-
troversial attitude, have agreed to join criteria and work together as the only possible solution 
for the situation. 

 Along these lines, the Spanish Presa Canario Club, as affiliated club of the Royal Central 
Society and as representative of, the Presa Canario Bardino Faycan Club, the Club of Presa Ca-
nario of Gran Canaria, and of the independent breeders Manuel Curtó Gracia and Clemente 
Reyes Santana, have united in the poject of breeding the Presa Canario in the archipelago, and 
have agreed the following: 

 1º - Request the annulment of the Registers of Breed granted on 28 April, with the un-
derstanding that the designated animals for the most part did not reflect the Standard and 
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didn’t contribute a minimum necessary identity, owing to crossbreeding, some of first genera-
tion. 

 2º - Demonstrate total disagreement with decisions taken by the judge Mr Sanllehi, on 
the 29 th of April, when designating as prototypes animals that were non-typical for their ob-
vious crossbreeding of first generation Bullmastiff and outside the proportions established in 
the Standard, for the detrimental repercussion that will affect the breed in the future, designa-
tions that we consider should be rendered void. 

 3º – Request the momentary suspension 
of the granting of the Breed Register, on a natio-
nal status until the Club of the Breed, with the 
backing and support of the remaining associa-
tions agree its resumption. 

 4º - Once the situation has normalized 
and the Register of the Breed resumed, the Club 
proposes the possibility that the judges designa-
ted by the Royal Society are assisted by two spe-
cialists designated by the Club, who will evalua-
te along with the official judges. This system is 
very strict and is the only way to maintain and 
impulse the progress of the breed.  

 5º - Request, as a consequence of what 
has been laid out in paragraph 3º of the present 
script, the momentary suspension of the CAC, 
in order to avoid any speculation and rivalry in 
this delicate initial phase. And the script ends 
saying:” With firm conviction that our legitimate requests will be attended, we remain cordially 
at your disposition “. Following which can be seen the signatures of each of the Presidents of 
their respective clubs and also the independent participants. 

 The reply to this request, caused much satisfaction in the Spanish Presa Canario Club, it 
came by means of a circular (Societies nº 5 and Club P. Presa Canario) issued by the Committee 
of the Royal Canine Society of Spain, dated 6 June 1989, with the following message: “ Atten-
ding the request made by the Spanish Presa Canario Club, along with breeders and enthusiasts 
of the breed, the Committee of the RSC, in a meeting celebrated 28 of May of the present year, 
have agreed to suspend everything associated to the Presa Canario dog until an exhaustive exa-
mination has been carried out with all concerned, to discuss and develop a better knowledge of 
the dilemma and issues of the breed. 

 As a consequence, as from the present moment and as a temporary measure, the inclu-
sion of the Breed in question, is suspended in all Canine shows, both national and internatio-
nal, and the suspension in the Register of Canine breeds”. 
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 So, dear reader, whether or not you are a Presa Canario enthusiast, here you have part of 
the history. The most important, the most significant, comes now, it is well worth reading!  

 “The Committee of this RSC – this letter, dated 28 June of the current year, was received 
in the offices of the Spanish Club of the Presa Canario dog, and was/is signed by the general 
secretary of the National Canine Centre, Mr. Andres del Rio Perez -, in the meeting held on 
27 July, 1989, it has been agreed that after completing the necessary studies and conferences, 
revoke the agreement dated 28-V- 89 pertinent to the breed of the Presa Canario dog. 

 “In consequence, all the RRC made in 
Las Palmas and later Exhibitions will 
be processed, as will be the Approval 
of the CAC, obtained, including the 
breed in all National and International 
Dog Shows.” 

 “Also, the Committee of this RSC, has 
agreed the convenience of naming two 
judges of the Presa Canario dog, one 
from Tenerife and one from Las Pal-
mas. These persons should be recom-
mended by the Club as soon as possi-
ble so as to commence their activity as 
competition judges, for which we will 

indicate the pertinent rules as soon as the names have been communicated”. 

 “It would be convenient to make this designation in as short a period as possible”. 

 “Awaiting your reply, receive a cordial greeting”. 

 Well, so far, the most recent history related to the Presa Canario, its breeders, whether or 
not they belong to clubs, and the National Canine Centre. 

 The curious reader will have realized that there are pieces of this puzzle that don´t quite 
fit. The Club of the Breed, after the recognition of the Presa Canario, is who determines the 
guidelines for the improvement and continuity of the breed, without crossbreeding of any kind. 
We all know that at the present time, there are only a number, a very small number of Presa Ca-
narios with a  measure of racial purity, whose morphological and phenotypical characteristics 
are anywhere near those approved. We know and the National Canine Centre knows that there 
is a large number of dogs that are the product of first, second and third generation crosses, and 
should never have been registered as Presa Canarios. The animals registered in Las Palmas 
were mostly a product of the first, second and third generation crosses (headed by Rocote and 
his litter sibling Princesa). The before mentioned clubs and independent breeders, being aware 
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of this serious situation, are not willing to compromise on this point. Those dogs should not 
be registered. Those dogs should never receive a CAC at all, and the National Canine Society 
knows this. Fraud is punishable by law, and if it is necessary to resort to the law, this option will 
have to be seriously contemplated. 

 I am not saying that we should 
turn to the law, I am simply stating that 
if we reach an impasse this may be the 
only alternative open to us in order to 
save the Presa Canario dog. 

 In their first script (circular, So-
cieties nº. 5 and Club Presa Canario) 
the National Canine Centre “Agreed to 
suspend everything associated to the 
Presa Canario dog until an exhaustive 
examination has been carried out with 
all concerned, to discuss and develop a 
better knowledge of the dilemma and 
issues of the breed”. 

 Later, in a new script, the Spani-
sh Presa Canario Club announced that 
they “have agreed to cancel the agree-
ment made with respect to the Presa Canario dog, as soon as the assessments and conferences 
have finalized”. It has to be said (so that everyone knows) that neither the Spanish Presa Cana-
rio Club, nor the partner clubs of Las Palmas, nor the independent breeders have been called 
upon for an examination or study, nor have they consulted anyone about anything. This is very 
serious and has already had a repercussion on the recovery/reconstruction of the Breed. If the 
National Canine Centre doesn´t admit its denial to dialogue with the Spanish Presa Canario 
Club and its components, we will no doubt find ourselves in the worst of situations, where the 
Spanish Presa Canario Club and its components will be confronted, and this would be better 
avoided for the good of the Presa Canario and for the credibility of the Royal Central Society 
for the promotion of the Spanish Canine breeds. 

Published by the author in El Dia 21September, 1989.  

 The general discontent with the first Register of the Breed held in Las Palmas, Gran Ca-
nary on 29 April 1989, was more than enough reason to call a meeting. So after a few reluctant 
consultations a meeting was held and seated at the table were, the President and Secretary of 
the Presa Canario Club Faycan, the President and Secretary of the Presa Canario Club of the 
Canaries, both clubs from Las Palmas, Mr. Clemente Reyes Santana, as an independent breeder 
from the same island, the President and Secretary of the Spanish Presa canario Club, whose 
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headquarters is in Tenerife, and myself as an independent breeder representing Tenerife. In this 
first meeting, of reconciliation, we laid our cards on the table. The Presa Canario dog (as a pro-
ject) deserved this (although I have since found out that more than one of the participants had 
a card up their sleeve – each to his own!). During the following year we held several meetings. 
The result of this understanding was really important as it was the new standard of the Presa 
Canario dog, which became a reality in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria on 21 May 1989, taking 
two sessions of four hours to elaborate. We didn´t  just ignore the previous standard, the offi-
cial one, no, not at all. Nor could we do it, nor should we do it out of respect for those who had 
drawn it up (I am referring to the Club, by now official, of the Presa Canario). However, there 
was no doubt that the amended standard (we used this expression to avoid offending anyone) 
differed greatly from the previous one, both in the history of the animal as well as the descrip-
tion. Evidently, in the amended version the black coat is admitted. The Spanish Presa Canario 
Club printed the new breed pattern, or amended breed pattern. On the cover page there is a 
faint outline of the head of a Presa dog and on the lower part framed large letters read: Patrón 
Racial del Presa Canario ( Racial pattern of the Presa Canario) underneath, in much smaller 
letters and in brackets, can be read: Reccomended by the Spanish Presa Canario Club. It was 
said in that moment that this Standard was the one to be presented to the FCI for the Official 
International Recognition of the Presa Canario Dog.  

DENOMINATION AND SYNONYMY  

l.1. Denonimation: PRESA CANARIO 

l.2. Synonymy: In Tenerife it is also known as “Basto”(rugged), or “Berdino” (derivation of Bar-
dino meaning brindle), for those animals with a brindle coat (tabby), 

II. ORIGINS AND DIFFUSION OF THE BREED:  

Molossoid type dog originating in the Canary Islands. In the agreements and Treaties of the 
Cabildo of Tenerife and the Tenerife by-laws, and in the Agreements of the Cabildo of Fuer-
teventura, dated from the sixteenth century, there is mention of Presa dogs along with other 
breeds. Logic makes us think that this dog was probably introduced into the Canary Islands by 
the Spanish colonists. Later, after some time and thanks to the isolation a new breed was born 
with all its differences and characteristics. It can also be thought that owing to the introduction 
of other presa dogs brought from other lands, such as, Great Britain and Cuba, there could be 
a contribution to the breed from this source. The truth is that this presa dog with its volumi-
nous head and body, somewhat lymphatic, and with an extraordinary temperament, was used 
in the Canary Archipelago for the defense and guarding of homes and estates, for the custody 
of livestock and to help the butcher in his work. In its evolution from the XIX century we can 
consider the modern-day Presa Canario, from a breed point of view can be profiled as having a 
stock dog influence which gives this dog the special characteristic that makes the Presa Canario 
so different from all the other molosoid breeds. In the last decades it has frequently been used 
as a fighting dog. The unending work done in the breeding process has meant that the Presa 
Canario is now bred and selected as a breed in many countries. 

III.- GENERAL ASPECT AND CHARACTER 
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1.- Overall description (general characteristics). Medium sized dog, geometric, with a straight 
profile. Rugged aspect and well proportioned. It is a mesomorph dog, whose body is longer 
than its height. The female has generally got more of an elongated profile than the male. Solid 
head, of a  square shape and wide cranium. The lower lips are covered by the upper ones. Black 
mucous membranes. Strong widely planted teeth, well placed. Chestnut coloured eyes, of a mé-
dium size. High placed ears. Cylindrical shaped, muscular neck, covered with thick, loose elas-
tic skin. With a double chin but not excessively so. High upright tail. Very ample, wide chest. A 
moderately tucked belly. Perfectly balanced forelegs, sturdy bones and ample articular angles 
that guarantee a good support and movement. Feline type paws. Hind limbs are powerful and 
muscular, with well balanced articular angles, feline paws slightly bigger than the front ones. 
Thick, elastic skin. Short, slightly rough coat with no undercoat. Brindle coloured, tawny and 
black coat. Facial mask is generally black. 

2.- Characacter and ability: It has a an extraordinarily powerful appearance with a severe ex-
pression. Specially equipped for its function of custody and defense and to manage the lives-
tock. A firm, temperament. Skilled fighter, owing to its ancestral genes. A deep grave bark. A 
very generous, calm, good behaviour with its human family and mistrustful of strangers. In the 
past it has been frequentl used as a fighting dog.  

IV. EXTERNAL MORPHOLOGY  

1.- Height at the withers. Males, from 61 to 66 cm. Females, from 57 to 62 cm. In those animals 
that exceed the height, there should be a correct proportion between the size of the limbs and 
torso. 

2.- Head – concave, cuboide. Solid appearance. The proportion cranium face is 6 to 4. A slight 
transversal, frontal nasal depression. Average length: 25 cm. 

2.1.- Cranium: Convex in direction transversal and anteroposterior. Flat forehead. Very pro-
nounced zygomatic arch, with great development of the temple and masseter muscles and of 
the suborbital region. A pronounced depression between frontal sinuses. The occipital crest 
practically hidden by the muscles in the napal región. Average cephalic perimeter: 60 cm. 

2.2.- Face and muzzle are shorter in length than the skull. Normally representing 40% of the 
head. Very wide in extension of the skull. The craniofacial lines are straight and slightly con-
vergent. 

2.3.- Wide nose or snout, very strongly pigmented in black. Wide nasal orifices. 

2.4.- Moderately thick, fleshy lips. The lower lip is covered by the upper, viewed from the front 
forms an inverted V. The mucous area is dark but can also have a pink hue, however, black is 
desirable. Normally no drooling. 

2.6.- Jaws and teeth with a very strong base and well placed. Generally, no prognathism. Pincer 
bite. The incisors and canine teeth should be well alligned. The canines should present a wide 
transversal distance. 
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4.- Drooping ears when complete. Emerging strongly and on a high emplacement. Medium 
size. Flat against the head or folded like a rose. If traditionally cropped they should be erect and  
triangular shaped. In the competition there is no discrimination between animals with cropped 
ears and those without. 

5.- Cylindrical neck, straight, solid and very muscular, especially in the upper area. Quite short 
and the lower border has loose skin which gives way to a double chin, however not excessive. 
Average length: between 18 and 20 cm. 

6.- Forelegs perfectly balanced , sturdy bones covered by visibly powerful muscles. Elbows 
shouldn´t be too close or too far from the rib cage nor should they curve outward. Feline paws. 
Solid black or white claws, depending on the colour of the coat. Average length of the forearm: 
23cm. Average length of the foreleg: 14cm. 

7.- Torso, the length is normally superior to the height by 10 or 12 %. The chest is wide and very 
ample with pronounced pectoral muscles which should reach at least to the elbow. The thorax 
should measure the same as the height plus one third of the same, although it is desirable to 
surpass this. Well arched ribs. The rib cage should be cylindrical, average perimeter: 88 cm. 

7.1.- Dorsal-lumbar line should be straight rising towards the buttocks. An apparent dip in the 
back, just behind the withers. 

7.2.- Straight buttocks, wide and medium length. The height of the buttocks should normally 
be about 1 and a half centimetres higher than the height to the withers. 

7.3.- The flanks should only be lightly pronounced. 

7.4.- A moderately tucked belly forming a prolonged arched line from the ribs. 

7.5.- Sexual organs in the male should have a complete development with two perfect testicles. 
The scrotum should be tucked in. 

8.- The tail of high insertion, flexible and wide and fleshy at the base, tapering to a fine point, to 
the hock. When in action should be held high like a sable with the point held forwards without 
curling. 

9.- Powerful hind limbs, correctly balanced from the front and side. Long muscular thighs. 
Slightly pronounced articular angles. Feline paws. Normally without a heel spur which could 
lower marks but not disclassification. Low hocks with no deflections. 

10.- Coat 

10.1.- Short coat on the whole body, however slightly thicker on the neck area, throat and crest 
of the buttocks. No undercoat. Compact on the tail. Rugged aspect, and slightly rough texture. 
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10.2.- Brindle coloured (Bardino) in all sha-
des, from warm dark tones to a very light 
neutral grey and also sandy. On occasions 
there may be whiten patches around the neck 
which can stretch to the head or the limbs, 
although it is desirable that this have a limi-
ted extension. In general the white patch on 
the chest is more or less elongated. The facial 
mask is always dark and can reach the height 
of the eyes. 

11.- Average weight of the males: 45 to 57 kg. 
The female average weight: 40 to 50 kg. 

12.- Defects 

12.1.- Minor  Slight prognathism. Excessive 
wrinkles in the cranial facial area. The presen-
ce of spurs. Light coloured eyes. Non-typical 
bark. 

12.2.- Serious Lack of pigmentation on the 
snout. Excessively low hanging lips. Eyes of 
other tones. Excessive prognathism. Animals 
with a greyhound appearance. Incorrect ba-
lance or deflection of the limbs. Missing tee-
th, unbalanced temperament, timidity etc. 
Fragile appearance and por stature. Head 
that doesn´t comply with the cranial-facial 
proportions. Curled tail, with the same wid-
th from the base to the point, amputated or 
deformed. 

12.3.- Elimination. Cryptorchidism or cas-
trated animals. More than 30% white pat-
ches, or white patches on the back. Progna-
thism. Lack of pigmentation of the nose and 
mucous area.  

Cora de Irema Curtó

Irema de Irema Curtó

Bandit de Irema Curtó
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 On the 13 th of May an important unofficial exhibition of The Presa Canario took place 
in the Exhibition Centre of Tenerife, organized by the Spanish Presa Canario club, with the co-
llaboration of the Club of The Presa Canario of Gran Canaria and some independent breeders, 
such as Mr Clemente Reyes Santana and Manuel Curtó Gracia (the author). It was noticeable 
that this was not just another exhibition. Although, no Presas from Gran Canaria were presen-
ted (we do understand that the commute between islands is complicated and expensive) the 
people from that island were here. Mr Agustin Lopez Melo, came to judge the presa dogs, and 
Mr Clemente Reyes Santana was his assistant in the Ring (both had been invited by the orga-
nizing club). That is to say, the Official Club of the Breed and the breeders and presenters of 
the Presas in Tenerife put their dogs in the hands of these specialist to be judged, classified or 
eliminated. There is no doubt that with this procedure, the Club of the Breed is beginning to be 
coherent and will certainly give a good result. 

 It has cost a lot to reach this point of understanding between the clubs of both provinces 
and independent breeders. Many meetings, and a lot of work sessions have had to be held and 
done, some misgivings and mistrust from both sides. 

 At 10 am Sunday morning 13 th the judging began, after one and a half hours of nervous 
waiting. First the puppies of both sexes (aged from five months to one year). After, the turn of 
the adult females and then the males. 

 The judge, grateful and prudent, was benevolent at all times, so as not to offend the en-
thusiasts or those presenting their Presas. 

 The puppy class was very poor, and very few animals were presented. This obviously 
means that very few dogs are being produced and without respecting the Standard of the breed. 
If we look at the adult classes, I have to say that if the judging was done with the rigor that the 
Standard deserves, more than seventy per cent of the dogs wouldn’t have passed the register of 
the breed. 

 I will explain why.  

 The Presa Canario is characterized (should be characterized) for its enormous head, and 
wide ribcage, wider than any other mollosoide presa. 

 The Presa Canario has (should have) very wide and strong back, and forelegs with a con-
siderable separation, because if not this will denote a limited chest and flat rib cage. 

 The bones of the Presa Canario both of the hind and forelegs are strong and stout. The 
Presa Canario never has a light gait, because of poor structure and lack of volume. The Presa  

NEW EXHIBITION OF THE PRESA CANARIO

THE JUDGING BEGINS
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 Canario supports the majority of its body weight treading with surety on the hands. 
These characteristics could hardly be appreciated in the dogs presented, with the exception of 
seven or eight animals, and we should all be conscious of this deficiency which is no more than 
the consequence of a combination of deficiencies. 

 The breeder should keep in mind the Racial Pattern. Good dogs are not born by chance. 
Colour isn´t everything, not even in the Presa Canario. Let´s forget once and for all that mis-
taken idea of the brindle coated presa dog. The Presa Canario can be brindle, tawny, black, and 
patched (but not white on the back). The build, the character, the temperament, the typicity… 
We can talk of typicity when there is a balance between the different areas. A flat ribcage, wiry 
necks, narrow heads, etc. etc., can never give the presa dog the tpicity that interests us. 

 Dear reader, let us carefully read the Standard over and over. Let´s not breed presa dogs 
while we don’t have a clear knowledge to the smallest detail of the Standard of the breed. If 
there is no typicity, there is no breed, and if there is no expression, there is no typicity. The ex-
pression (let´s keep it in mind) is centred, especially in the animal´s head.  

 In this exhibition a character test has been made on all the animals over one year of age. 
For the first time. And most of the presas fell short, the public was aware of this. Unforgiveable 
for the Presa Canario. But, temperament is inherited, it is genetically established along with 
volume and colour by means of selection of those specimens we intend to use for reproduction. 

 The Presa Canario dog is and should continue to be a dog for guarding and defense, and 
if it is not capable of fulfilling these duties with true courage, then it is worthless. In conclusion 
and to finish. There are many dogs in this exhibition but very few of any quality. The three male 
finalists were/are very different, from a phenotypical point of view, and the same can be said of 
the females, and the puppies of both sexes. There is also something we should never forget, the 
premolars. More than seventy per cent of the animals presented were missing a premolar. And 
the prognathism. Several animals suffered this malady. The Presa Canario dog should have a 
complete dentition and pincer bite.  

 The International Canine Exhibition is programmed to take place  one more year, on the 
23 rd and 24 th June, and the presa canario will be there but the truth is that there will be very 
little difference from the previous: very little uniformity, very little quality. The will judge (we 
will judge) breeders from Tenerife and Gran Canaria authorized by the Spanish Canine Socie-
ty), as should be the case. And so, with a joint resolve, we will truly achieve our intention that 
the Presa canario becomes a truly unique and different canine breed.

CHARACTER TEST

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION IN GRAN CANARIA
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 At last, a long awaited letter from Madrid has arrived in the headquarters of the CEPPC, 
dated 3 rd May of the present year, and reads as follows: “Dear Sirs After studying the issue of 
the nomination of judges proposed by this club, the committee – they refer to the committee of 
the Spanish Canine breeds – and with the approval of this RSC, the committee in their meeting 
of the25th of April of the present year, has agreed to name as judges Mr Manuel Martin Bethen-
court and Mr manuel Curtó Gracia on behalf of Tenerife and Mr Agustin Lopez Melo and Mr 
Clemente Reyes Santana for Las Palmas”. Signed; Mr Andres del Rio Perez, general secretary of 
the Spanish Canine Centre. 

 In another letter also dated 3 rd of May of the present year, the Spanish Canine Society 
informs the CEPPC the following: 

 “In answer to the request made in our letter dated 12 December, 1989, the Committee, 
in their meeting of 22March 1990, have agreed the following: 

 1º.- In the International Show of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, of the four judges propo-
sed by the Club, two will participate, one for each province (Tenerife and Gran Canaria) and 
the judge for the Spanish Breeds of this exhibition 

 2º.- In the Special Exhibition of Spanish Breeds in Cuellar and in the International Shows 
in Madrid, the judging will be done by the two judges of Spanish Breeds designated by this Ro-
yal Canine Society and, on request of the club, one of the four judges, proposed by the Club. 
The travel costs of the judge designated by yourselves will be covered by the Spanish Presa Ca-
nario Club”. 

Signed: Andres del Rio Perez. 

Published by the author in the daily newspaper EL DIA (Tenerife) 3 June 1990. 

 I have written a lot about the Presa Canario, - some may say too much,- but not enough. 
When a canine breed is born, there is much work to do. This is our case. In any case something 
has been done, for better or worse. From almost nothing, the Presa Canario Dog has been ta-
king shape, at least in theory. Someone may answer saying that this isn´t true, there were 117 
dogs registered in the first monographic of the breed in Las Palmas and 83 in Tenerife. Yes, 
that is true, but, what dogs were initially registered in Las Palmas, and what dogs were initiall 
registered in Tenerife? 

 Let´s not be so optimistic and naïve, let´s not ignore the facts. In Las Palmas they have 
committed an unforgiveable mistake with so much registering, and we condemn this throu-
gh these pages, of course, on that occasion it was the people in Madrid (of the Royal Canine 

NAMING OF THE JUDGES

THE PERRO PRESA CANARIO, THE SELECTION
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Society) who committed the error, they were not very knowledgeable and had arrived in the 
Canaries hoping to content as many enthusiasts as possible.  

 In Tenerife, it was a different story. In this case we can´t say “No, it was the people of 
Madrid…..” The register of the first monographic in Tenerife was in the hands of two specialists 
( one from Gran Canaria and one from Tenerife) Agustin Lopez Melo and Manuel Martin Be-
thencourt. Did they act in bad faith? I don´t think so, but yes they lacked courage, and knowle-
dge. 

 They should have tagged more dogs as 
NOT APT, a lot more dogs. The enthusiast is 
not stupid and would have eventually unders-
tood and accepted the judge´s decision. So, 
what happens? 

 What happens is, that 83 Presa dogs of 
Tenerife, and 117 from Gran Canaria are re-
producing at all speed with the knowledge that 
the puppies will have the coveted pedigree. So, 
what will be the end result? Well, only that the 
projected Presa Canario Dog that is described 
in the Racial Pattern, recognized b the Royal 
Canine Society will never become a reality, 
much less the one described in the second “Ra-
cial Pattern recommended b the Spanish Club 
of the Presa Canario dog”, that had been elabo-
rated in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria in great 
detail by the driving forces of the Presa Cana-
rio from both Canary provinces. 

 It is well known that the first registers of 
a breed (or what is in theory a breed) have a 
very wide scope, especially when there are so 
few animals to choose from. This is not the case of Gran Canaria or Tenerife. In both provinces 
there are many presa dogs (products of badly planned crosses), there are many more than there 
should be tall, short, narrow bodied, some, not many wide bodied, the majority nowhere near 
the Racial Pattern, and almost all from Tenerife, lacking temperament. 

 In the Register in Las Palmas the test for courage was not done on the males and females 
who were more than one year old, I will talk about this later, yet, it was agreed that this test was 
obligatory in all registers and all monographic shows. But this has not happened; in the last 
monographic show in Tenerife it was forgotten. Why? Because there is a fear of the test of cha-
racter. Why? Very simple, the organizers know perfectly well that the dogs that they are going 
to judge ( their dogs among them) don´t have any character. 

 What will happen in the future? 

Black Presa Canario dog by Don Francisco 
Falcón Lorenzo, photographed in Bañaderos, 

municipality of Arucas, in 1957.
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 The Presa Canario dog or has a tested temperament or it´s worthless. The temperament, 
just like the colour of the coat, the build, the colour of the eyes is a question of selection. We 
take a well built male, typical and with a strong temperament, and we mate with a female of si-
milar characteristics, and if both have descended from similar progenitors, there will be a high 
probability that the offspring will inherit these qualities; and the contrary if the progenitors are 
untypical, poorly built, and lacking character. 

 I believe it to be necessary and convenient that the Club of the breed meditates seriously 
about this proposal; create a canine breed is no mean task, and especially when the breed must 
fulfill the function of guarding, defense and attack. The Presa Canario dog that doesn´t truly 
fulfill as a guard dog, that doesn’t truly fulfill in defense, and that doesn’t truly attack when ne-
cessary is not the Presa Canario. 

 In every register of every breed and every monographic show a test of courage should be 
carried out on all those dogs, males and females, aged one year and more, or at least from 18 
months of age. What´s more, if it is true that the tattooing of puppies is going to be enforced, 
in order to  maintain a better control of the litters, then those puppies whose progenitors have 
not passed the courage test should be rejected. 

 The test of courage is no joke, and should be carried out by a professional and neutral 
person. This is to say that this person should never allow themselves to be influenced in any 
way and for any interest or concession. If it is necessary to bring people from outside, then so 
be it, the breed we have projected is well worth it. 

 And now, let´s talk about the hip dysplasia. We know that this condition is hereditary 
and degenerative, it affects all the canine breeds, and the Presa Canario is no exception. 

 A great number of the animals registered in Gran Canaria, and after in Tenerife, suffer 
from this condition; the Spanish Presa Canario Club knows this, and we all know this, the bree-
ders and enthusiasts. 

 Those animals, male and female are being used for reproduction. For those readers who 
are not aware of this subject, let´s say, that those puppies born from animals with dysplasia will 
inherit this condition and will pass it on to their offspring if breeding takes place. 

 So, if we take a lack of temperament, insufficient build, an absence of tipicity and add the 
hip dysplasia, what do we have? certainly an unattractive dog, useless and overall unhealthy. 
That is what is flourishing at the moment and if we don’t find a remedy soon, (the CEPPC has 
the maximum responsibility) the Presa Canario dog will become the worst of the Presa type 
breeds. 

 If the Spanish Presa Canario Club decides to act, as it should do, the solution to all the 
aforementioned problems can become a reality, and if not, it could mean the ruin of the breed. 

Published by the author in the daily newspaper, EL DIA – Tenerife- 02 June 1991.  
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 Just recently, there has been much talk about certain acts of aggressions by dogs perpe-
trated on humans in England. 

 The press, the radio, and the television all over Europe have echoed these terrible actions. 
Now, if these disgraceful events have transcended in this way, it is owing to the British political 
system that has become involved. The sensationalism that always obeys the interests of one or 
the other, is one of the worst scourges of this century, and propels a good part of the human 
race to comment, unwittingly and without any knowledge, just skimming the surface of the 
truth. 

 According to the information, a Pitbull 
Terrier attacked a young girl in a park, and two 
Pitbull Terriers attacked a baker. Sad events, of 
which the dogs are not to blame. The owners 
are to blame. They should never take aggressi-
ve dogs to the parks. I don´t know if the baker 
was attacked by his own dogs, or if he was at-
tacked in the moment he was delivering bread 
to a house where the dogs were kept as guard 
dogs. 

 There are thousands of dogs all over the 
world capable of attacking a human being, ha-
ppily for their owners, acting as guard dogs. If 
not the thieves would have a field day, doing 
what the know best, whenever they wanted. As 
the robbery profession is a social disease that is 
very difficult to  eradicate, the non-robber does well to have his guard dogs, as only in this way 
can he feel in any way relaxed. 

 It is true that there are “gentlemen” who are fortunate enough to have huge mansions 
and enormous fortunes, and possess dogs that scare off the most astute thieves, however these 
“gentlemen” are the biggest thieves in society, but little can we do against them. Unfortunately, 
the law almost protects them rather than persecute them. 

 Dogs are a cultural product, along with horses, hens, sheep, etc etc. If humanity didn´t 
exist, neither would those domestic animals. The canine breeds are as they are because man has 
made them so, by selection. There are farm dogs, hunting dogs, guard dogs, looking after the 
private and state owned properties. There are also companion dogs, sometimes called lap-dogs 
that of course, in other times also fulfilled a variety of functions. 

THE AGGRESSIVE DOGS

THIRD PART

Luca de Irema Curtó
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 The so called presa dogs are as ancient as the shepherd dogs. The presa dog has always 
been an exceptional animal serving man for millenniums. In the ancient Mesopotamia they 
were used for big game-hunting thanks to their gripping power on the prey, and in war as an 
attacking dog, and for guarding state properties and religious and political dignitaries. 

 In all the empires, great or small, they were 
used in large numbers. Humanity has changed, 
but in some aspects hasn´t changed, ultimately 
we are as in the remote past; our basic necessi-
ties, our passions, our ambitions of dominion 
and power are still the same. The essence of our 
culture doesn´t differ from that of Mesopota-
mia, the Egptians, the Greeks, the Romans, etc. 
We can be surrounded by machines, by books, 
by university degrees, or whatever we want, 
the human nature is the same, and therefore 
we continue to need those dogs that once in a 
while bite and in some cases even kill. 

 I repeat, the problem doesn´t reside in the 
dogs, but in the humans. Stupidity dominates 
us far too frequently. Guard dogs and those 
used for defense are not toys and as such should 
always be kept under control, even more, if the 
dog has been trained for its task, and we are 
not talking about those animals with psycho-
logical disorders, that can be found so often 

just like human beings. 

 We can find unbalanced dogs in all breeds. The fragile psyche is found in the Poodle and 
Great Dane, the same as in the German Shepherd, as in the Pit Bull Terrier or the Majorero 
Stock Dog and also the Presa Canario. Of course, the reaction of a fighting dog like the Pit Bull 
Terrier which may have a psychological imbalance will always be far more harmful to the hu-
man than the reaction of the miniature Poodle. 

 The Pit Bull Terrier doesn´t have to be more dangerous for the human being than the 
Afghan Greyhound, what happens is that first we submit the dog to an intensive training in 
order to obtain the maximum aggressivity and by so doing we are converting it into a machine 
to bite whatever or whoever we focus our obsessions on. The human being behaves in the same 
way, if the circumstances are conducive. The Pit Bull Terrier is gifted in its specialty, which is 
fighting, the same as the dairy cow is gifted in the production of milk. I hope, dear reader that 
you understand me! What should never be allowed, is to parade a typical Pit Bull Terrier, or a 
typical German Shepherd, or a typical Majorero Stock Dog etc. (obviously with a strong tem-
perament) the same as one would parade a Poodle.  

Inés de Irema Curtó
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 A Pit Bull Terrier can be dangerous, but no more than the Majorero Stock dog, it all de-
pends on the stimulation that it has been subjected. Many people are extremely irresponsible 
with their guard and defense dogs (and I am speaking with great knowledge), in the same way 
that many people are irresponsible when they are behind the wheel, and in cases with an excess 
of alcohol in their blood. Has anyone thought about the number of people who die in Great Bri-
tain, year after year because of this type of reckless behavior? Of course, no-one would suggest 
sacrificing all the English race, fortunately for them. Has anyone suggested that all the English 
should be sacrificed because hundreds of thousands of ignorants and drunks wreak havoc and 
fear in the European football grounds (we won´t comment on the deaths, which have been 
numerous). 

 The breeders (the professionals) of de-
fense and guard dogs are especially careful 
(myself included) when selecting those ani-
mals more apt (also the most balanced) for 
reproduction. Every shy, timid, fearful and 
aggressive dog is rejected (at least they should 
be). We mustn´t confuse aggression with cou-
rage. Aggression is a pathology. Courage and 
temperament are bravery, backbone. 

 What does the private person do when 
they have an unbalanced dog? This is the key 
question. Many don’t do anything. Some, be-
cause they aren´t aware that their dog is men-
tally ill, others, although they are aware of the 
problem because a professional (trainer with 
experience) has made them aware, or because 
they themselves have become aware, don’t do 
anything because they feel sorry for the dog. 
What can we do with those unbalanced dogs? Under no circumstances should they be used for 
reproduction. The puppies inherit the qualities and defects of their progenitors. Put a sick dog 
to sleep is neither complicated nor expensive. The dog is not conscious of life and death. Any 
dog that is psychologically unbalanced is a possible social danger. What is not right, is that we 
eliminate a complete breed simply because one or another animal, owing to bad health or the 
irresponsibility of its owner, has attacked a child or the local baker. Moral lesson: let´s leave 
to one side those racist proposals and continue to select our canine breeds to the best of our 
knowledge so as to eliminate the unbalanced dogs and let’s be cautious when we walk out into 
the street, let´s think of others. 

Published by the author in the daily newspaper EL DIA (Tenerife) 30 June 1991.  

Lira de Irema Curtó



96

 It´s a normal everyday occurrence that we ignore the opinion of the elderly dog owners 
and breeders when relating to canine issues. 

 The modern-day dog world is in the hands of week-end citizens, friends (staunch su-
pporters) of the canine beauty shows, and if we add the economic interests which entices the 
majority…..well, we may as well pack up and go home. 

 Without a doubt, those elderly dog ow-
ners are generally country folk, and when they 
talk of the dogs of the past, the do so in a disin-
terested way, passionately, mostly illiterate, but 
accurate. The old man speaks of his dogs as he 
remembers them, although idealizes them so-
mewhat and exaggerates a little. In the Canary 
Islands, there are many of these elderly citi-
zens, some dog- fighters, some country folk, 
also goatherds and stock farmers that bred 
their presa dogs or stock dogs to assist them in 
their everyday tasks.  

 Francisco Saavedra Bolaños, Salvador 
Hernandez Rodriguez and Demetrio Trujillo Rodriguez (all from Gran Canaria) are no ex-
ception. Like them, many others could speak to us about their presa dogs until the cows come 
home. 

 On this occasion, and for circumstances that I don´t have any explanation, we have in-
terviewed these three men about the dogs they remember, the dogs they bred, the dogs they 
trained, their fighting dogs. Each person has been interviewed separately. Let´s see what they 
have to say.  

 I visited Mr Pancho Saavedra Bolaños along with my dear friend Clemente Reyes Santa-
na, who like.

 Mr Pancho, is from Galdar, and carries in his blood the enthusiasm for the Presa Canaria 
Dog. 

 It was a Sunday morning and we had just finished a late breakfast. Pancho is a banana 
farmer. His whole family make their living from the banana. On the coast of Galdar, there is no 
tourism, only bananas. The farmers are worried because as they say, the sector is in crisis, but 
they continue cultivating bananas. 

THREE INTERVIEWS

Lety de Irema Curtó
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 “And if not, what will we live on?” they say. Avocado pear is also cultivated in the area. 
While we walk towards Pancho´s house, Clemente Reyes tells me that Pancho is now seven-
ty-five years old and rather delicate, although his enthusiasm for the Presa Canario continues as 
strong as ever and he is one of the Canary men who can probably tell me more about the dogs 
and the dog-fights. 

 When we arrived at his 
house, Pancho was busy doing 
something and his wife asked 
us if we could wait a few mo-
ments. A few minutes later, 
Pancho appeared, a warm, 
friendly man speaking of the 
past and the present. 

 Mr Pancho Saavedra is 
of medium height, robustly 
built, white hair and a clear, 
open expression. Pancho is 
very polite and measures his 
words, he has clean hands, 
transparent nails, unusual for 
a man who works the land. 
In a way, Pancho doesn´t 
look like a farmer, but he is. 
His conversation proves this. 
Among other things, the older 
man differs from the younger 
because he has history. The 
older man can relate many 
things about his life. Pancho 
can tell us many things becau-
se he, and it is clear to see, has 
lived a lot. 

 Too frequently we find 
that books have been written 
by young men, who talk of things that they have learned from other books and very little from 
life itself. 

 Don Pancho Saavedra speaks about what he has lived, not what he has read. So as to keep 
the conversation centred on the questionnaire that I had drawn up in the peace and tranquility 
of my home in the country in La Esperanza (Tenerife), I began by asking him ; 

• Do you remember the first dog fight with Presa dogs that you have witnessed?

Neron, with his owner the famous amateur Panchito Saavedra 
(March of 1958).

Photo courtesy of Panchito Saavedra.
File Clemente Reyes Santana.
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Yes, it was a brindle youngster and a black dog called Negro (Black). I was 14 years old. Negro 
was a guard dog.  

• What year was this? 

In the year 1928. 

• What were the dogs like at that time? 

They weren´t the ancient Presa Canarios. 

• Which were your best presa dogs? 

Nerón was the strongest. He was the son of a white presa female brought over from Cuba, no-
body knew the bravery of that dog! Bicho, (critter) that was a dog from the islands and feared 
nothing, I always had to keep him muzzled. Ay that dog, he couldn’t be with other dogs, he 
didn’t obey anyone. He had a curly tail and weighed about thirty-five kilos. 

• Can you remember the most famous dogs used for fighting up and to the prohibition? 
and after? 

Yes, Pancho, that belonged to Pepito Ojeda. It was a great brindle coloured dog, and Moro, a 
brown dog with a fractured tail, belonging to Juan Rodriguez. These are the most famous that 
I have seen. Then there is Boy, belonging to Ramon from Bañaderos and Boy´s brother,ah also 
a brindle dog called Turco, and of course there was Marruecos, a brown brindle. Another great 
dog was a brindle owned by Eusebio Gonzalez Padrón. 

• Who organized the fights, and what for? 

No, the fights weren´t organized. I had a dog and you had a dog and when we wanted, we would 
get together and fight them. 

• Was any betting done by the enthusiasts of these fights? 

No, no money was wagered. We did it to see which dog was superior. That was all. 

• What crosses were made using foreign breeds, in those years? 

Bullterrier, Bulldog, Great Dane. But these didn´t give good results. 

• Why did they make these crosses? 

To produce a more beautiful dog and obtain more presa (grip). 

• Can you remember the last typical Presa Canario? Describe it please. 
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The Presa from the islands was big, with great bembas (lips), some say that they cut them for 
fighting. I would have been four or five years of age, when I saw two. It was said that these were 
truly island dogs. These two were siblings, one male, and the other female. They belonged to 
Marcos Mendoza and Antonio Enriquez. 

• Who would go and watch the fights in those good times? 

Everyone, there was a great enthusiasm for dog-fighting. 

• Tell me, what was the difference between a Presa Canario and an island dog in those 
years?  

The Presa Canario had a large head, not very tall and a wide chest. The island dog was more like 
the Majorero dog, perhaps a bit bigger. It was a dog used for working the stock. 

• What is your opinion of the present day presa dogs? 

Rubbish. There isn´t a single dog, or at least very few that I like. Most are not even any use as 
a companion. They have no heart. They aren´t complete dogs. There is no uniformity about 
them. 

• Are they like the dogs of our past? 

No, not one. There could be perhaps, maybe, a fine dog, but if it has no heart, what use is it? 

• What do you think today about dog-fighting? 

Nowadays, they have no similarity with the past. Nowadays they are more delicate. And I don’t 
want to mention the prognathism. 

• I would love to know about the most famous dog-fighters of your time. 

There weren´t any dog-fighters, There were people who owned a dog that fought with another 
owned by another person. Professor Eugenio was one of them, Eusebio Gonzalez Padron, Pollo 
de Guia (nickname meaning the chicken from Guia), Manuel, Sendo, Juan Pedro, Patarrasa, 
Juan Aguilera, Juan Barrera, Paco Jardinero, Juan Martin, and many others. 

• How did these people make a living? 

They worked the land. 

 Salvadorito, which is how he is known by everyone, lives in Vallesequillo, in his house in 
the country, at the foot of a tremendous ravine. Salvadorito isn‘t very tall, sports a moustache 

INTERVIEW WITH SALVADOR HERNÁNDEZ RODRIGUEZ
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and a straw hat and is unpretentious. He is wearing a grey shirt, beige sweater, blue trousers, 
and Chiruca boots. Salvadorito loves his life, which really only amounts to his goats and his 
dogs, and he has a great sentiment for his small grandson, who almost lost his life in a recent 
car accident with his father. I met Salvadorito for the first time, eighteen years ago, he doesn´t 
remember me, at least I don’t think he does, he hasn’t mentioned it and I haven’t either. In those 
days Salvadorito was the night watchman in the New Commercial Warehouses in the Las Pal-
mas docks. 

 At that time Salvadorito had a very imposing Presa Canario dog, perhaps too imposing. 
We don’t see dogs like that now. He had the dog penned when I saw it, or had a glimpse of it 
because that dog had some very bad ideas and I could hardly get near enough to look through 
the bars of the window of its pen, built especially for this dog. 

 “Don’t get too close, he´ll attack” advised Salvadorito. 

 And, that is exactly what the dog did. The animal in that pen, was all movement and 
teeth when he saw a stranger.  

 In those days, I had purchased my first presa dog, Boby, in the town of Arucas. I have 
never seen such a flea-bitten malnourished dog. The previous owner was a drunken bachelor, 
who spent more time under the influence than he did lucid. 

While in a drunken stupor, the poor dog never ate. 

 I went to the house of Manolito Aleman accompanied by a friend of mine (Javier Cabre-
ra Perera), because I had been told that maybe he still had a presa dog that he had bred and that 
as he was a great enthusiast of this dog I may be lucky. That day we were chatting with Manolito 
Aleman under the grapevine and the sun was just setting, when he told us that he had given the 
dog away as a gift to the before mentioned bachelor. 

“The dog was quite old, I don´t know whether it is still alive”, he said. 

It was evident that the dog was quite old, and I paid six thousand pesetas. 

 The first day I went, he was drunk, I paid him one thousand pesetas, agreeing to return 
the next day to collect the dog. 

 However, the following day, he had sobered up and didn´t want to give me the dog, He 
wanted more money. He said that the dog was worth a lot more. I put five thousand pesetas in 
his hand and asked him to hand over the dog. 

“OK” he said “right away”. 

Of course, Boby wasn´t easy to handle. No-one could get near him. In that moment, my Friend 
Cabrera said to me: 
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“Hey Manuel, I can´t put that dog in the 600” (the car). 

“Don’t worry”, I told him, “ I´ll ask the man for a rope to make muzzle.” 

 We made the muzzle, and the man with some difficulty managed to put it on the dog, 
that didn’t stop growling, resisting and giving us some menacing looks. After, with great care 
and great fear, we managed to get him onto the back seat of the 600, and Javier who didn’t drive 
sat next to him. I was happy, I got behind the wheel and we made our way to Bañaderos. We 
hadn’t gone two kilometres when my friend yelled, 

“Stop, stop, stop…..” 

 

Fight carried out in Cambalud de Firgas (Gran Canaria) on an unknown date. One of the dogs belongs 
to the famous fighter Ramón Alemán and the other to Pepito “the Guardian”.

Photo courtesy of Pepito “El Guardián”
File Clemente Reyes Santana.
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I hadn´t noticed anything strange, I pulled onto the side of the road, and looked at Javier and at 
the dog. “What´s the matter?” I asked him. “Hey dude, the dog is giving me some looks…..!” 

 A few days before, I had purchased a ticket to Venezuela, and I had no idea where to 
leave Boby, so I went to see Salvadorito and told him my problem.  

“Don’t worry”, he said, “Bring him here. I will look after him until you return from Venezue-
la”. Relieved, I took the dog to his house and we tied him up in in a small corral. At that time 
Salvadorito had a stunning and powerful white Bullterrier that was given to him by an English 
lady and also a Dalmation. 

 After a year, I returned from Venezuela, and one day went with a truck to collect my 
dog, however Salvadorito wasn´t at home, his wife yes. I had made my home in Tenerife and 
had gone especially to collect Boby, and another four dogs that I had left in the Animal Protec-
tion Society (amongst these four was Piba, my first female presa) and I couldn’t wait. So, I told 
Salvadorito´s wife that I would return another day to pay Salvadorito the cost of looking after 
the dog, loaded Boby on the truck, said thanks and off I went. As happens, one day went by 
and then another and then years. Until one day, Clemente Reyes Santana, a friend of his and I 
arrived in Vallesequillo to see him. 

 Salvadorito speaks incessantly about presa dogs, he is happy, and shows (if asked) his old 
photos of the presa dogs to his visitors. He keeps them in an old cardboard shoe box. 

“So I don’t lose them”, he explains. 

 The last acceptable presa dog that Salvadorito has had in his home is the grandson of 
Tinto (belonging to Demetrio Trujillo), a black dog like his grandfather. 

 “He has a very bad character “, warned Salvadorito. He told us that the previous owner 
was scared of him because the dog was stronger than he was. 

 “I brought him home and tethered him there, with great care, because he isn´t very affec-
tionate. Later, I took him some food and he went for me like a wild beast, but I hit him with the 
handle of that axe and nearly killed him. From that moment, he has always respected me and 
we got on well. We could see that the dog respected him and wagged his tail. 

 “To train him, I take him up behind the Land Rover”, Salvadorito points to a pathway on 
the other side of the ravine that curls away up to the hilltop of Vallesequillo. “I go slowly, so he 
doesn´t get tired. He has to work hard, that´s steep, and then at the trot coming down, behind 
me. That´s the best training for a Presa dog”. 
 
 When Salvadorito talks of presa dogs, he doesn´t have any particular breed in mind, like 
Demetrio Trujillo, like Panchito Saavedra. For this old enthusiast of the presa dogs, what is im-
portant is that the dog is good, not from what cross it has come from. For him, the best fighter 
was the Bullterrier.  
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 “There is nothing like a Bullterrier, I have never known a better fighting dog. It never 
lets go of its prey, the dog that lets go is a bad presa dog. I don’t like the dogs that go for the legs 
or those that let go of the prey in order to attack another. A good dog should follow through. 
The problem is that the Bullterrier has always been small and we aren´t so keen on that. Where 
there is a good presa dog with a good body, then we don´t need the rest. A presa dog has to be 
a presa dog and not a wimp”. 

After seeing the photos of 
presa dogs that Salvadorito 
kept in his shoebox, I asked 
him the first question from 
the questionaire. 

Can you remember the first 
dog fight using Presa Cana-
rios that you have witnes-
sed? 

Yes, in the Armas Casino. 
Two crosses of English Bu-
lldogs fought then, Tigre 
was one and the other ca-
lled Asesino. The owners 
were Ramon from Baña-
deros and Juan Barriguilla. 
The referee was Juan Mar-
tin. One died in the fight, 
and the other on its way 
home”. 

• What year was that? 

I was twenty-seven. Now 
I´m sixty-seven. So, it was 
in 1949. 

• What were those 
dogs like? 

Tigre was wide bodied, with an enormous head. Asesino weighed forty-five kilos, he was the 
best dog I have ever seen. 

• Tell me about your best Presa dogs? 

My best dog was Neron. He was a crossbreed with foreign breeds. Then there was Negrito, he 
was black. And Merenes, he cost me one thousand four hundred pesetas at that time. He was 

Salvadorito Hernandez, dogs fighter in his youth, with his grandson in 
his property of Valsequillo, Gran Canaria, 1989.
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really special. At that time one thousand four hundred pesetas could buy you a pair of cows. I 
had others but they were assholes. 

• Can you remember the most famous dogs at the time of the dog-fights and until the pro-
hibition? 

The most famous was Asesino, then Boy, belonging to Agustin Patarrasa, and two that belon-
ged to Luis Barrera, one was a black called Nauce, that fought with Boy several times. I can´t 
remember the name of the other one. 

• Who organized the fights? 

We organized the fights, the enthusiasts, in the same way that they organized the ram fights and 
the cock fights. 

• Did the enthusiasts bet money? 

No, we just killed a lamb to celebrate which was paid for by the owner of the losing dog. 

• What crosses were made with foreign breeds in those years? 

Bulldog, Bullterrier, Great Dane. But with these dogs everything deteriorated.  

• For what reason was the crossbreeding done? 

To increase size with the Great Dane, the fury of the Bullterrier and the Bulldog for the presa 
and wide body. But it was a mistake. 

• Can you remember the last typical Presa Canario? 

Yes, Molone, son of a brindle female from Conde de la Vega Grande. It was dark brindle, wei-
ghing about forty-five kilos. With this dog, I won three trophies in the exhibitions organized 
by the Cabildo. There were exhibitions of goats, dogs and cows. That dog had a large head and 
a wide chest. 

• Who went to watch the dog fights in the good times? 

Everyone, we were a lot of enthusiasts at that time, especially when the fight was until one of 
the dogs gave in or was killed. 

Tell me, what the difference was at that time between the Presa Canario Dog and the island dog. 
The size. The presa dog was different. Big headed and wide at the front. The other, as I said was 
a type of Mastiff. 

• What do you think about the present day presas? 
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I like some, others no. They aren´t authentic. 

• Are they anything like the ones of the past that you can remember? 

No, not at all. Not in courage, nor size. These dogs don’t have the chest, they are narrow in front, 
nor the vitality, nor the intelligence. The dogs of today are very rough in their behavior. 

• What is your opinion today of the dog-fights? 

That they shouldn’t do them. They shouldn’t exist. I used to like them, nowadays no, because 
today the dog is forced. Before no. The dogs of the past couldn’t wait to fight. It wasnt necessary 
to push them into fighting like now. 

• Would like you to mention those famous owners of the fighting dogs of the time. 

The most famous were, Ramon of Bañadero, Juan Barriguilla, Pancho Saavedra, Luis Barrera, 
Juan Martin Juan the Coronel, Domingo el Perico, Rosendo, el Cubano, Juan Aleman, Antonio 
el Moreno, Demetrio Trujillo, who appeared later, Sendo from Guia, Pintao, and myself. 

• How did they make a living? 

From the land. We were people with a poor economy, poor people. The important people never 
had time for these things. They had other hobbies.  

 Demetrio Trujillo Rodríguez can usually be found in his house in Barranquillo de don 
Zoilo, in Las Palmas de Gran canaria. Demetrio Trujillo is a short slim man, well-groomed with 
a black moustache. Demetrio Trujillo has a wary expression on his face, and carries a Canary 
knife in a hard leather pouch on one side of his body. But do not fear, in Gran Canaria it´s rare 
not to see the countryfolk that don´t have one. Demetrio is fifty-eight, and has been a farmer 
and goatherd. He has also paddled in dealing, he likes to buy and sell goats occasionally. He 
always has very high quality goats in his backyard and he likes to presume about them, as does 
his wife. And they have every right to do so. Some people like to presume about their car, some 
their house or whatever. 

 Demetrio´s eyes shine when he shows his goats to his visitor, and this visitor who has 
also had goats, very good ones, truly praises them. On the rooftop terrace Demetrio has his 
presa dogs. Tinto, the black presa was tethered there for some time. Tinto, without doubt, has 
been the best fighting-dog in recent years. 

 I explain to Demetrio why we are here. He smiles at us, at my son José and myself, and 
he invites us into the living-room and asks if we would like a drink, and we accept a beer and 
sit down and talk. Demetrio complains about the lack of union between the breeders of both 
provinces. He talks about Tinto, about Corbata, about Marruecos (mother and son) who had 

DEMETRIO TRUJILLO RODRIGUEZ
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nothing in common with Tinto, but for Demetrio this wasn´t important. 

 The real importance is that the dog is good, can you understand that? That is all, nothing 
more. 

 When I speak to Demetrio about breeds, Demetrio speaks about breeds, otherwise he 
speaks about dogs. This behavior is very common among the presa dog enthusiasts and the en-
thusiasts of the dog-fights in Gran Canaria, perhaps owing to the fact that nobody has hardly 
made a point of divulging the idea of breed in this province. 

 We can talk about the Presa Canario in terms of breed if there is an existing racial unifor-
mity in the Canaries. If that uniformity doesn´t exist nor is there a tendency towards one, then 
we can speak very little about the Presa Canario, therefore there is no possibility of continuity. 

 When we achieve what we denominate as breed, it´s easy to carry on. On the contrary, if 
there is an innumerable number of different presa dogs, a consequence of multiple crosses, and 
obviously  displaying a complete absence of the idea of breed on the part of the breeders, then 
we are lost. 

 It is essential to select and breed, select and breed to obtain that homogenization that is 
needed. I mentioned this to Demetrio, and he said that he was in complete agreement. 

Then, I pulled out my questionnaire and we focused on the interview. 

• Do you remember the first dog-fight that you witnessed in your life? 

I was eight. 

• What year was that? 

In 1936. 

• What can you tell me about those dogs? 

They were quite short, wide bodied and had big heads. 

• What were your best presa dogs? 

Ligero was a tawny presa, and Corbato had a brindle coat, Palomo he was pure white, Palgrante 
brown and white, Asesino, he was black and a brindle called Norforte. And the dogs I have now, 
Tinto who is totally black, another black one called Sultan and Guanche, a brindle. 

• Can you remember the most famous dogs at the time of the dog-fights, up to the prohi-
bition? And after? 

The most famous was a brindle called Boy. 
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• Who organized the fights and for what 
reasons? 

The owners, to test their dogs. 

• Did the enthusiasts do any betting at the 
dog-fights? 

No, no betting. 

• What crosses were made in those years? 

Crossing was usually made with the English 
Bulldog, the Bullterrier and the Great Dane. 

• What reasons were there to crossbreed? 

To obtain wider bodies, bigger heads and 
more strength. 

• Can you remember the last typical Pre-
sa canario dog? 

I can´t remember a Presa Canario dog. In tho-
se years, they were already all crossbreeds. 

• Who went to watch the dog-fights in 
your time? 

Everyone. There was a great enthusiasm for 
the dog-fights. 

• Tell me, what difference was there be-
tween the Presa Canario dog and the Island 
dog, in those years? 

I can´t tell you, because I haven’t known the 
true presa dogs from here.  

• What do think of the presa dogs that 
they are breeding nowadays? 

I don’t think they are good at all, none of them. 

• Are the similar to those of your past? 

Nito de Irema Curtó

Qudamah de Irema Curtó

Minos de Irema Curtó
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No, not at all. 

• Would love to hear about the most renowned dog fighting owners of your time? 

Pancho Saavedra, Sendo from Guia, Salvadorito, Antonio el Moreno, Pepe el Frances, Juan 
martin, Ramon Bolaños, Agustin el Bolo, and Paquito the gardener. 

• How did they make a living? 

We all worked the land.  

The retrospective shows two great fans: Demetrio Trujillo (with hat) and Severiano Alemán with two 
sand coat dogs of the Palmas de Gran Canaria.

Photo courtesy of Mr. Severiano Alemán. File Clemente Reyes Santana.
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Demetrio Trujillo with his black dog, son of his famous presa dog named Tinto and a Bull Terrier bitch 
(early 1980)
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 Quite frequently, there is talk or you can read about how well the presa dogs function 
and how efficient these dogs are with the cows in the Canary pastures. Of course pastures have 
now virtually disappeared in the Canaries, and there are a lot less cows loose in the countryside. 
Domingo Salcedo has never been a herdsman. It is true that some time ago he had some dairy 
cows, in a stable, until he tired of them and sold them on. 

 Domingo Salcedo cut his teeth surrounded by sheep and in spite of smoking so much, 
he still maintains them white and free of cavities, the colour of fresh goat´s cheese. 

Domingo Salcedo exchanged his sheep for goats. 

Domingo Salcedo lives in Barranco Las lajas. 

Domingo Salcedo is now retired. 

 Domingo Salcedo had a stunning Wolf dog called Coco, and another female whose name 
I can´t remember. One day the female was on heat and Domingo brought her to my home to 
cross with my presa Tenaro (one of many ideas that he has). Tenaro was a dark, almost black 
brindle presa, big and strong with a large head, very serious, who didn´t bark very often and 
wasn´t very friendly. 

 When I saw the female dog, I asked Domingo how he could ask me to mate that female 
wolf dog, as good as she was with the Presa dog. 

 Domingo Salcedo, who is very sardonic, intelligent and is a good person, responded, 
“Manuel, this cross will give very good, dogs, to work with the goats and obey. One needs some 
support when moving around with the animals all day, it´s risky. However, with a  good dog 
that can ward off any dangerous individuals, life would be a lot easier. There are so many mes-
sed up people around and you can be left for dead at any time. 

 I listened to his argument and had to agree, and to cut a long story short, I will tell you 
that the female wolf dog gave birth to thirteen beautiful brindle puppies from Tenaro. However, 
the mother didn’t really function well as a mother and only three survived. We vaccinated these 
against the parvovirus, but they had already contracted the disease and the only survivor was 
the smallest. Domingo offered him to me but having so many dogs I told him to keep him. 

 Domingo gave the puppy the name of Porque (Why). Porque has ow died, he died of fila-
riosis at almost four years of age. Domingo Salcedo always says that he will never have another 
dog like Porque and he may be right. Porque was very intelligent, big and with a large head, al-
most like the Presa. What is more, Domingo Salcedo was not mistaken, Porque was marvellous 
with the goats and was very obedient. 

 Mr Antonio Garcia-Estrada had, as a guard dog, a beautiful tawny, female presa called 

DOMINGO SALCEDO THE GOATHERD
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Rubia, daughter of Kadul de Irema Curtó. Rubia was on heat one day and Antonio Garcia-Es-
trada suggested that to Domingo to put her with Porque. Domingo said that he thought it was 
a very good idea. 

 From that mating and others, with my dogs, have descended the actual presa dogs of 
Domingo Salcedo. Curiously, he has continued on his own path, quietly, with no outside inter-
ference, producing his own lineage. I know that his two male dogs have covered more than four 
females from elsewhere, this means that in a few years time if the gods allow it, there will be 
many Presa dogs in Tenerife, carrying the blood of the dogs of Domingo Salcedo the Goatherd. 

 There are no more than four men like Domingo Salcedo in the Canary Islands, breeders 
of presas, (because they want to) and when breeding they are thinking of real function, and the 
duties they have to fulfill. These men don’t talk about exhibitions and dog- shows, they don’t 
talk about champions, no-one tells them which dog to mate with their dog. These men have 
intuition, in selecting a male dog for their females. One day, Domingo Salcedo told me that he 
asked for the male presa dog of one of the Commission of the Spanish Presa Club, so as to mate 
with a female. 

 The owner of the dog said that first he 
needed to see the female, bla,bla bla, to which 
Domingo answered with his usual wit of a man 
that has seen it all and done it all, that he had 
seen the female already.  

 To more than one person the attitude 
of Domingo Salcedo may sound pedantic and 
rebellious, of course, but there are some that 
shouldn’t give themselves such airs and graces. 
Domingo Salcedo the goatherd (and others 
like him) will always have better dogs than this 
gentleman from the Club, who came into the 
world thirty years after Mr Domingo Salce-
do and became a canine enthusiast almost by 
chance, not necessity. 

 Something the novice should take into 
account: Domingo Salcedo (and others like 
him) train their dogs, and nobody better than 
them, for their necessities, and I can give tes-
timony that his dogs function, and function 
well, with the goats, as a guard-dog and to de-
fend the family belongings, and if there is an-
yone that doubts this, I would invite them to 
try and enter into his home when he or one of 
his family aren´t present. 

In the photograph to historical battle, that took 
place in Los Arvejales de Teror (Gran Canaria) 
on February 20, 1958, between Faty, property of 
Don Rosendo and the famous champion of that 
town, who was brother of litter of Nero, Of Don 

Panchito Saavedra.
File Clemente Reyes Santana.
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 What is more, and to finish, Domingo Salcedo has no idea what is a Standard, yet his 
dogs are more Standard than most of the Presa Canario dogs that these gentlemen who presu-
me to be modern day breeders produce. 

Surprising? 

No! 

 Domingo Salcedo (for the third time – and others like him) is a presa enthusiast since he 
was a child, and he has no qualms about mating this dog with that one. For Domingo Salcedo 
everything is simple. The Presa Canario dog should necessarily be of medium stature, have a 
large head, wide chest, never suffer with prognathism and always have a lot of temperament, 
and if brindle coated, better still. And if by chance a puppy hobbles (symptom of hip dysplasia), 
this animal shouldn’t be used for breeding and that’s it. “And Don Manuel, please cut the ears 
as they should be cropped.”  
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Domingo Salcedo “El Cabrero” with his dog from Presa Canario called Perfecto. Year 1991.
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